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 Issue 22: May 2014   
web resource newsletter 

 

Welcome to the May edition of the Find & Connect web resource newlsetter. This issue 
is coming out a bit later this month mainly because we’ve been busy travelling the country 
for our final stakeholder meetings. Since the last issue we’ve run workshops in QLD, ACT, 
NSW, SA and WA. All the meetings have been well attended and produced some great 
discussions, so thanks to all that have attended and contributed so far. As I write we’re 
preparing for our last two sessions in NT and TAS, I look forward to catching up with more 
of you in the next two weeks. 

In this issue we have a final article by Sarah about the changes to the feedback emails, 
and our regular events diary and round up from our historians. I hope you enjoy this issue 
and have a great month.

Sal Orpin
Communications and Liaison Officer

FROM THE EDITOR

This newsletter is published by the Find 
& Connect web resource project team. 
For enquiries please email the editor: 
sorpin@unimelb.edu.au 

EVENTS DIARY

TAS
YOUR PLACE – DROP IN CENTRES

The Find and Connect support service in 
Tasmania is now running drop in centres 
for Forgotten Australians and Former Child 
Migrants.

YOUR Place is a safe and confidential 
environment where you can come once a 
month to connect with other people who 
also spent time in ‘care’.

The drop in centres are held in:
•	 Hobart: 4th Monday of the month  

12pm-2pm at 20 Clare Street, New Town
•	 Launceston: 2nd Monday of the month 

12pm-2pm at 6 Palmerston Street
•	 Devonport: 4thThursday of the month 

12pm-2pm at 68 Fenton Street.
The next dates are:

•	 Launceston:	Monday	9	June
•	 Hobart:	Monday	23	June
•	 Devonport	29	May.		
For more information phone: 1800 16 11 09 
or 1300 364 277 or email Emma: 
emmar@reltas.com.au

WA
Friday	14	Mar	2014	–	Sunday	29	Jun	2014
9:30am	–	5:00pm
INSIDE:	LIFE	IN	CHILDREN’S	HOMES	
AND INSTITUTIONS
Western	Australian	Maritime	Museum
Inside, the exhibition that shares the 
experiences of some of the half a million 
children who spent time in institutional ‘care’ 
is now open in the WA Maritime Museum. 
http://museum.wa.gov.au/museums/maritime/
inside-life-childrens-homes-and-institutions

WEB RESOURCE FEEDBACK EMAILS
I’m writing this on my last day as 
the Find & Connect Client Liaison 
Officer. I’m pleased to say feedback 
emails have now been handed 
over to the Find and Connect 
support services in each state and 
I trust they’ll do a marvellous job 
answering all those questions. 

What a busy and wonderful 
three years it has been! I feel so 
privileged to have read all these 
questions and to work with “history 
that talks back”.  Thank you all for 
the countless things you’ve taught 
us through your feedback questions 
and comments. 

Thank you also to the wonderful state-
based historians for all the research they’ve 
done to try to answer your questions. Most 
of all, thank you to all the people who were 
in ‘care’ who have so generously shared 
their moving and unforgettable stories.

If you would like to get in touch with 
the Melbourne team, fear not, there is still 
a contact button for this purpose. In the 
footer of each page you’ll see a “Feedback 
about website” link which is for exactly 
what the title suggests!

Sarah Green
Client Liaison Officer

The link to contact the web resource team appears in the website footer

The button for feedback emails appears on most 
pages of the web resource.

YOUR Place  

If you spent time in a children’s home or institution, are a former child 
migrant, were a ward of the state or in foster care before the end of 1989 
then YOUR Place is for you! 

YOUR Place is in a safe and confidential environment where you can come 
once a month to connect with other people who also spent time in ‘care’.  

At YOUR Place you will not feel alone, judged or voiceless. You will be treated 
with respect and warmth.  
 

LOCATIONS and OPENING TIMES: 
 

Hobart:  20 Clare St New Town 
Last Monday of the month from 12-2pm. 

 
Launceston:  6 Paterson St Launceston 

Second Monday of the month from 12-2pm. 
 

Devonport: 68 North Fenton St Devonport 
Last Thursday of the month from 12-2pm. 

 

If you are interested in coming along, or you would just like some more 
information, please contact Emma from the Find & Connect program at 
Relationships Australia Tasmania on 1800 16 11 09 or emmar@reltas.com.au. 

        Now open in a location near you 

http://www.findandconnect.gov.au
mailto:sorpin@unimelb.edu.au
mailto:emmar%40reltas.com.au?subject=
http://museum.wa.gov.au/museums/maritime/inside-life-childrens-homes-and-institutions
http://museum.wa.gov.au/museums/maritime/inside-life-childrens-homes-and-institutions
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News from our historians around 
the country. 

Camp 1986-2004, plus lots of new links 
to digitised National Archives of Australia 
documents. With the final NT stakeholders’ 
meeting coming up on Thursday 29 May 
these are exciting times for the NT section 
of the Find & Connect web resource.
Karen George, Gary George and 
Megg Kelham

QUEENSLAND
After earnestly working on finalising the 
Queensland database throughout April, 
it was returned to the Melbourne Find 
& Connect team on 28 April 2014. I will, 
however, continue to update entities over 
the next few months. On Thursday 1 May 
we held our final Find & Connect meeting 
for Queensland stakeholders. There were 
many attendees and feedback in relation 
to the Records Access Documentation 
Project (RADP) and the Find & Connect 
web resource in general, was extremely 
positive. I realised that over the course of 
the project I have met many special and 
caring people and in some cases forged 
a friendship. Thank you to everyone who 
attended the final Find & Connect meeting.

Lee Butterworth

SOUTH AUSTRALIA
We are still busy checking and editing 
South Australia entries in preparation for 
final publication at the end of June. We 
have added a number of new entries for 
Homes for children with disabilities and for 
Aboriginal missions. On Tuesday 20 May 
we held a very successful final stakeholders’ 
meeting at Elm Place. The highlight of 
the meeting was lively discussion about 
records, including access to records and 
the Freedom of Information process. The 
dialogue between Forgotten Australians and 
record holders was significant and valuable. 
Elm Place has committed to regularly 
bringing stakeholders together to continue 
these discussions and work towards better 
processes and outcomes for people 
applying for access to records.

Gary George and Karen George

TASMANIA
In Tasmania, work has continued on tidying 
up the database that sits behind the 
website. In addition, there are new entries 
about major maternity hospitals with links 

to their records in the Tasmanian Archive 
and Heritage Office. There are also new 
entries about State and Commonwealth 
freedom of information and privacy 
legislation and the Tasmanian Archives Act. 
I am looking forward to seeing as many of 
you as possible at our last stakeholders’ 
meeting on Monday, 2 June.

Caroline Evans 

VICTORIA
April and May have proved busy as ever. 
Sarah is finishing up her work as one of the 
Victorian historians, so that’s given us cause 
to reflect on tasks accomplished and those 
tasks left to do. Rosemary is improving 
our information about Aboriginal missions 
that held children, while Sarah is updating 
our descriptions of Infant Life Protection 
registers and de facto adoption records 
– thanks to Family Information Networks 
and Discovery (FIND) for providing that 
information. And we finally have a new 
entity for what might be Victoria’s smallest 
and most elusive Home – Strathmore 
Lodge. Who would’ve thought we’d still be 
finding new Homes after all this time!

Sarah Green and Rosemary Francis

WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Thankyou to all the record-holders who 
have dug around in their archives and 
provided photos of Homes, and new 
information about old records! I have 
been entering this information for display 
on the Find & Connect web resource. 
The big, sad, and hopeful event that has 
happened in WA this month has been the 
Royal Commission’s public hearing. No 
doubt this has had a profound impact, not 
only on the witnesses but on others for 
whom we work – the people who were 
in out-of-home ‘care’ as children. I have 
spent the month updating information on 
the web resource that I hope they will 
find helpful.

Deb Rosser 

State Snapshots
AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY
It was something of a sad pleasure 
to attend the last of the stakeholder 
workshops in the Capital Territory on 
the 6th May. With this part of the Find & 
Connect web resource project winding 
down, or at least entering a new phase, it 
was great to have been able to meet you 
all again, and as part of the FACP team, to 
help give you all our best wishes.

The reflection I tried to leave attendees 
with related to the legacy of the web 
resource, and its value into the future. 
What the project has been able to create, 
because it has been written by and with 
the memories of place of care leavers 
themselves, is something that will become, 
in its own right, a rich primary resource 
about child welfare history. Though 
personally I’ve been involved only late in 
the project, it’s been a inspiring experience. 
I hope I was able to convey some sense of 
this between cups of tea and biscuits.

Liam Hogan

NEW SOUTH WALES
As I write we’ve just wrapped up the last 
stakeholder meeting for New South Wales. 
It was really good to sit around the table 
with record holders and care leavers, and 
hard to believe we won’t be doing it again!

It is fantastic to hear that the indexing 
work funded by Records Access 
Documentation Project (RADP) has cut 
the time it takes to retrieve information 
for people seeking their records. In the 
meantime, I keep finding more Homes 
in New South Wales, which raises the 
tantalising prospect there are more record 
series waiting to be found. I’m doing my 
best to capture them, while I can.

Naomi Parry

NORTHERN TERRITORY
In the last few weeks we have been 
working with the Melbourne team to 
put the final touches and corrections to 
all the new information that has been 
added to the Northern Territory database 
(that sits behind the web resource) – this 
new content will be going live very soon. 
Some examples of recent additions and 
improvements include The Harry Giese 
Centre 1977-c.1996, Milingimbi Mission 
1923-1974, Wildman River Wilderness Work 
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