
The Harbour
1898 – 1994
Other Names: Hillview House

Details
The Harbour, in West Brunswick, was established by the Salvation Army in 1898. It operated as a maternity
home and home for young women aged 14 to 18. It closed in 1994.

The Harbour was situated in Cohuna Street, West Brunswick.

According to the DHHS guide ‘Finding Records’, the commercial laundry that operated at the Harbour closed in
the 1960s. From that time, the institution focused on the needs of teenage girls, supporting their transition to
independent living. From the mid 1960s until it closed in 1994, the institution was known as Hillview House.

The Harbour was mentioned in the Commonwealth Contribution to Former Forced Adoption Policies and
Practices Inquiry (2012) as an institution that was involved in forced adoption. One woman’s submission said:

Living in the home for 4½ months was a very impersonal, detached experience for me. No-one on the staff
made the effort to befriend me or offer me any support or counselling and this feeling of isolation from
everything and everybody pervaded the whole institution. I felt totally alone. At no time was I invited to
discuss my pregnancy , to talk about my future or my child’s future. The emphasis was always on adoption
being what was ‘best for the child’ – ‘if you love your baby then you will give it up for adoption’. There was
never any acknowledgment that to relinquish my child would be a major loss for me and for him. I was not
treated as an expectant mother but rather encouraged to think of my baby as not being mine but belonging
to some perfect deserving married couple (submission 157).
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More info

Related Entries
Run by

The Salvation Army Australia Southern Territory (1921 - 2018)
The Salvation Army, Australian Territory (1880 - 1921)

Related Events
Case Study 30: Youth detention centres, Victoria, Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child
Sexual Abuse (2015)
The Harbour was briefly mentioned in Case Study 30: Youth detention centres, Victoria, Royal Commission
into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse, but was not the primary focus of the study.
Inquiry into Commonwealth Contribution to Former Forced Adoption Policies and Practices, Commonwealth of
Australia (2011 - 2012)
The Harbour was mentioned in submissions 130 and 157 to the Inquiry Committee as an institution that was
involved in forced adoption.
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Records
For more information and to access your records, follow the links below:

Records
Salvation Army Australia, Records of Homes in the former Southern Territory (c. 1889 - c. 1988)
Correspondence files, single number series with 'B' [Child Endowment] prefix (1904 - 1974)

You can view this page online by visiting https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/the-harbour/
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