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McLean Inquiry into the Aborigines Act,
Victoria

1955 — 1957

Detalls

The McLean Inquiry was established in December 1955, to ascertain the population of Aboriginal Victorians;
report on their self-maintenance prospects; comment on factors affecting Aboriginal ‘absorption’ into mainstream
society, and on the viability of maintaining a separate Aboriginal administration. The Inquiry was also to advise on
the future of the Lake Tyers mission in East Gippsland.

The McLean Inquiry was established in December 1955, to investigate four broad questions:

to ascertain the population of Aboriginal Victorians

to report on their self-maintenance prospects

to comment on factors affecting Aboriginal ‘absorption’ into mainstream society
to comment on the viability of maintaining a separate Aboriginal administration

The Inquiry was also to advise on the future of the Lake Tyers mission in East Gippsland.

The inquiry led to the ‘Report on the Operation of the Aborigines Act 1928’ (known as the McLean Report). It
promoted a policy in Victoria of ‘active assimilation’. McLean recommended that the size of Lake Tyers be
reduced, and its residents be offered better-quality housing in towns as an inducement to leave the mission.
(However, only two or three families were to be rehoused in a particular town.) The Victorian government
announced that it would be closing Lake Tyers in 1962.

The McLean Report of 1957 led to new legislation being drawn up in Victoria. The Aborigines Act 1957 abolished
the Board for Protection of the Aborigines, replacing it with the Aborigines Welfare Board.

Chesterman writes that the Victorian government was driven more by the desire for administrative efficiency than
the activism of people and organisations promoting Aboriginal rights.
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