
St Paul’s School for the Blind
1957 – 
Other Names: St Paul's College

URL: https://vmch.com.au/services/st-pauls-college/our-school/

Details
St Paul’s School for the Blind opened in 1957 in Kew and was run by the Villa Maria Society. It admitted some
wards of state, and operated two residential units in Kew and Alphington. For most of its history St Paul’s School
was located at 6 Studley Park Road, Kew (also described as 13 Fernhurst Grove). In 2018 it moved to 3 Brenbeal
Street, Balwyn. In the late 1970s, the school expanded to teach children with other disabilities. At some point St
Paul’s ceased providing residential care for children. In 2019 it continues to operate as St Paul’s College, located
in Balwyn, a ‘Catholic specialist school for children with a wide range of intellectual, physical, profound multiple
and sensory disabilities’.

St Paul’s School for the Blind was run by the Villa Maria Society, which was formerly the Catholic Braille Writers’
Association of Victoria from 1907 to 1948. Brother O’Neill (d.1968), a Christian Brother, was the first principal.

As this facility admitted state wards from time to time, it was declared an Approved Children’s Home pursuant to
Section 14(1)(a) of the Children’s Welfare Act 1958 in 1959 (ie a Category II Children’s Home: caring for children
who are physically or mentally handicapped, including wards).

St Paul’s also operated two smaller residential units in Kew and Alphington which were designated Approved
Children’s Homes.

St Paul’s no longer provides residential care to children. According to the ‘Finding Records’ website:

Following greater integration of blind or vision-impaired children into mainstream schooling, the school
stopped its residential service and expanded educational and therapy programs for children with multiple
disabilities, including those with specialised medical needs and those on the autism spectrum (DHHS,
2016).

More info
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Villa Maria Society (1948 - current)
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Records
For more information and to access your records, follow the links below:

Records
Voluntary Children's Homes Files (1921 - 1989)
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