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Kew Children’s Cottages

1887 — 2008
Other Names: Kew Asylum
Kew Cottages
Idiot Ward

Kew Residential Services

Detalls

Kew Children’s Cottages date back to 1887. They were located adjacent to the Kew Asylum and were also known
as the ‘idiot ward’. They provided accommodation and education to children with intellectual disabilities. They
were closed in 2008.

Kew Children’s Cottages became known by that name from around 1929, although the Kew Asylum had housed
children throughout its history.

At around 1929 , the Department of Education established the Kew Cottages Special School (State School 4431).
It was the first school in Victoria for children with intellectual disabilities. The school remained in operation until
the end of 1991.

In 1937, over 200 residents of the Cottages were transferred to the institution at Janefield.

The Victorian branch of the Save the Children Fund organised annual Christmas parties for children at Kew
Cottages in the 1940s and 1950s. During this period, Save the Children records indicate that at least 400 children
lived at Kew Cottages. The Brighton sub-branch of Save the Children also oragnised an event in 1950, hosting
refreshments from 110 children from Kew, and taking them on an outing to Brighton Beach (“Save the Children
(Vic. Branch), Leeper Family Papers, University of Melbourne Archives).

In 1957 the administration of Kew Cottages was separated from that of the Kew Mental Hospital.

In 1962 the Cottages were proclaimed a ‘training centre’ under the provisions of the 1959 Mental Health Act
(No.6605).

In 1996, nine residents died in a fire at the institution.

In 2001, the Victorian government announced its intentions to close Kew Cottages. It finally closed in 2008.
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More Info

Related Entries

Run by

Department of Mental Hygiene (1934 - 1944)

Date: 1934 - 1944

Mental Hygiene Branch (1944 - 1959)

Date: 1944 -

Mental Health Authority, State of Victoria (1962 - 1978)

Lunacy Department (1905 - 1934)

Department of Health, State Government of Victoria (1985 - 1992)

Related Organisations

Janefield Colony (1937 - 1996)

Some children were transferred from Kew to Janefield when it opened in 1937.

Chief Secretary's Department (1855 - 1979)

Mont Park (1912 - ¢.1997)

Children were transferred between Kew Children's Cottages and Mont Park

Beechworth Mental Hospital (1867 - ¢.1996)

Children and older patients were transferred from Kew Children's Cottages to Beechworth Mental Hospital
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https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/department-of-mental-hygiene/
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https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/mental-health-authority/
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https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/department-of-health-state-government-of-victoria-2/
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https://www.prov.vic.gov.au/explore-collection/provenance-journal/provenance-2007/made-enquiries-can-elicit-no-history-injury
https://www.findingrecords.dhhs.vic.gov.au/collectionresultspage/Kew-Asylum
https://www.findingrecords.dhhs.vic.gov.au/collectionresultspage/Kew-Cottages

For more information and to access your records, follow the links below:

Records

¢ Victorian Government Wardship and/or Out of Home Care Records (1864 - current)
e Mental Health Photograph Collection (18507 - 2002)
e Correspondence files, single number series with 'B' [Child Endowment] prefix (1904 - 1974)

You can view this page online by visiting https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/kew-childrens-cottages/



https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/victorian-government-records-relating-to-wardship-and-adoption/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/mental-health-photograph-collection/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/correspondence-files-single-number-series-with-b-child-endowment-prefix/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/kew-childrens-cottages/

