
Sunshine Boys’ Hostel
1959 – 1980s

Details
The Sunshine Boys’ Hostel was established by the Victorian government in 1959, partly to ease overcrowding at
Turana. The Hostel accommodated up to 15 young men, who needed ‘more than the usual help and supervision’
offered by other hostels.

Sunshine Boys’ Hostel offered accommodation for boys who were ‘not normally acceptable in the hostels
conducted by voluntary organizations, who have no interested parents or other relatives, and who require
something more than the usual help and supervision, as regards employment and leisure’.

The establishment of the Sunshine Boys’ Hostel was partly in response to the overcrowding Turana experienced
during the 1950s.

The Department’s annual report for 1959 stated that work in the Sunshine-Footscray districts was freely available
for the 15 residents of the Hostel. It further stated that the ‘parents’ at the Hostel, Mr and Mrs L.T. Lewis, had
created a ‘family’ atmosphere at the Hostel.

The Department’s annual reports for the period state that in 1982 the Sunshine Boys’ Hostel was damaged by
fire. The Hostel was rebuilt over the following five years, however Sunshine Boys’ Hostel was not mentioned in a
departmental annual report following the 1986-87 report, and by the 1990s the building at 129 Durham Road was
being used by the Department as a drug and alcohol rehabilitation centre.

Gallery
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Description: This image appeared in the Department's annual report for 1960.

More info

Related Entries
Run by

Children's Welfare Department, State Government of Victoria (1924 - 1960)
Date: 1959 - 1960
Social Welfare Branch, State Government of Victoria (1960 - 1970)
Date: 1960 -

https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/childrens-welfare-department/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/social-welfare-branch/


Related Organisations
Turana (1955 - 1993)
The Sunshine Boys' Hostel was established to ease overcrowding at Turana.

Resources
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Descriptions, November 2001
Petraitis, Vikki, Salvation, 2009
Annual report: Department of Community Welfare Services, Victoria, 1979 - 1984
Victoria. Children's Welfare Department, Annual Report for the Year 1960, 1961
Abused by his carer, Franc Titan finally sees justice, The Age, 3 May 2016
Report 12.4 - Brimbank Planning Scheme Amendment C130 - 129-131 Durham Road, Sunshine, Brimbank
City Council Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda - Officer Reports, 23 February 2016
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Records
For more information and to access your records, follow the links below:

Records
Victorian Government Wardship and/or Out of Home Care Records (1864 - current)
Correspondence files, single number series with 'B' [Child Endowment] prefix (1904 - 1974)

You can view this page online by visiting https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/sunshine-boys-hostel-2/

https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/turana-2/
https://www.childabuseroyalcommission.gov.au/sites/default/files/DHS.3004.011.0367.pdf
https://www.childabuseroyalcommission.gov.au/sites/default/files/DHS.3004.011.0367.pdf
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/5L3HCvl0E5uW7ppJphQ6r-7?domain=vgls.vic.gov.au
https://webresource.parliament.vic.gov.au/VPARL1961-62No3.pdf
https://www.theage.com.au/national/victoria/abused-by-his-carer-franc-titan-finally-sees-justice-20160503-gokza7.html
https://records.brimbank.vic.gov.au/ExternalLinkAPI/api/document/?docKey=SnBZTURBbVR4SjNNY1dzZmhvbG5OUVd0SXVzNWFnaUg2bG92WnFwVU1CeU4vZTN2SVhGV3pzSS8xTmttam1HOA2
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/victorian-government-records-relating-to-wardship-and-adoption/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/correspondence-files-single-number-series-with-b-child-endowment-prefix/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/sunshine-boys-hostel-2/

