
The Great Depression
c. 1929 – c. 1932

Details
The Great Depression, generally accepted as beginning with the stock market crash in the United States of
America in October 1929, was a time of hardship for many people in Australia. By 1932, about 30% of Australian
workers were unemployed. The high unemployment and poverty during this period had a great social impact, with
many families affected. Single parents as well as many married couples struggled to support and provide for their
children. In terms of children in ‘care’, the Depression increased the demand for places in orphanages. Child
welfare departments also found it more difficult to find suitable homes in which to ‘board out’ children.

Gallery

School children line up for free issue of soup and a slice of bread during the
Depression

Description: This is a copy of an image from the State Library of New South Wales.
Caption: School soup queue, Belmore, 2 August 1934 : During the Depression, the
Parents and Citizens' Association at Belmore North Public School served over 300 bowls
of soup to the children of the unemployed each day and distributed warm clothing in
winter.
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