
Barnardo House, Ashfield
1924 – 1938
Other Names: Barnardo Hostel at Ashfield

Dr Barnardo's Ashfield Home
Training Home, Ashfield
Dr Barnardo's Training Home
Ashfield Home

Details
Barnardo House, Ashfield opened in 1924 under Dr Barnardo’s Homes as the organisation’s headquarters and a
receiving home for child migrants from England. It also served as a holiday home for children in the Barnardo’s
scheme who were between employment or getting over sickness. Later it only accommodated girls and trained
them for domestic service. Barnardo House, Ashfield closed in 1938 and girls were transferred to Dr Barnardos
Girls’ Home, Burwood.

Dr Barnardo’s Australia relocated from Scarborough House to Barnardo House, Ashfield in 1924. It was officially
opened by Lady de Chair on Friday 30 May 1924.

Barnardo House was established in an Ashfield mansion that had been called Melrose. Initially it took boys and
girls aged 14 to 18 years, but later on it became a girls training home and hostel with girls from 11 to 14 years .

The home sat on an acre of grounds and the children’s dormitory had once been a ballroom and was described in
1924 as having a ceiling trimmed with white and gold.

According to an April 1924 advertisement, from Barnardo House girls were ‘drafted into selected good homes for
domestic duties.’ Boys were ‘placed in the country for training in rural pursuits.’ Girls were only allowed to come
to Australia as part of the scheme on the condition that they worked as domestic staff for at least two years.

Barnardo House, Ashfield was sold in 1938 due to it being in a crowded business centre and therefore was
deemed unsuitable for the location of a girls home. Girls were transferred to Dr Barnardos Girls’ Home, Burwood.
The buildings of Barnardo House, Ashfield were demolished and flats were built in their place.

Gallery

Barnardo Hostel at Ashfield

Description: This photograph was printed in the newspaper, Sydney Mail, on 11 June
1924 of the opening of Barnardo House, Ashfield.

More info



Related Entries
Run by

Dr Barnardo's Homes (Australia Branch) (1883 - 1966)

Related Organisations
Dr Barnardos Girls' Home, Burwood (1938 - 1957)
Barnardo House, Ashfield closed in 1938 and girls were transferred to Dr Barnardos Girls' Home, Burwood.
Scarborough House (1921 - 1924)
Scarborough House closed in 1924 and boys were transferred to Barnardo House, Ashfield.

Records
For more information and to access your records, follow the links below:

Records
Barnardos Australia, Records (c. 1883 - current)
Dr. Barnardo's in Australia, records (c. 1921 - 1985?)
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