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Details
The Isabella Lazarus Children’s Home was a home for Jewish children at Hunters Hill that was founded in 1939.
It was opened at the same time as the Sir Moses Montefiore Jewish Home, which ran the children’s home, and
was located on the same property. It moved temporarily to Killara in 1942 then to Waverley in 1965. It closed in
1967.

Sisters Elizabeth and Rachel Lazarus, who died within a few months of each other, both left money in their wills
to establish the home, which was to be named in honour of their late mother Isabella. The Trust transferred the
responsibility for the trust to the Sir Moses Montefiore Home, which had been providing care to aged Jewish
people in Sydney since 1889. When it built new premises on the Hunters Hill site in 1939, it also built the
children’s home. Isabella Lazarus Home was opened on 26 November 1939.

During World War II the Australian Army took over the Hunters Hill site, and both the aged care home and the
children’s home relocated. From 1942 until 1945 the children lived at the corner of Garnet and Stanhope Road,
Killara. The children’s home was rededicated in 1946.

In 1965 the children’s home moved to ‘Parklands’, St Marys Avenue, Waverley. The home closed in 1967.

After the children’s home was relocated to Waverley in 1965 the original building at Hunters Hill was demolished
and aged care services were expanded. Sir Moses Montefiore Home at Hunters Hill has retained photographs
and the home’s foundation stones in its Heritage Gallery. It has also auspiced reunions of former residents.

At a successful reunion in 2011 former residents shared memories of their time in care. Reunion co-organiser
Agnes Barna told the Australian Jewish News that one of the intentions of the reunion was to help former
residents made sense of their time at the Home, in the context of their lives:

People really appreciated the honesty. [They] spoke of some good times and some bad times. They
acknowledged all of the not-so-good experiences … Strong connections were made, that was really one of
the intentions and that was certainly fulfilled. … We could reflect and talk about what that experience
meant and how we’ve been able to process that and bring it into who we are now … We remembered so
much more because we were able to talk, and of course looking at the photos, it really made it a rich
experience.
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Isabella Lazarus Home for Jewish Children

"The Home", Hunters Hill

Description: This is a drawing of The Sir Moses Montefiore Jewish Home, which housed
the Isabella Lazarus Home for Jewish Children. It shows the home as a large square
complex with a central courtyard. It was published with an article about the home in The
Hebrew Standard of Australasia on 4 July 1952.

More info

Resources
In Equity, They Sydney Morning Herald, 11 March 1933

Records
For more information and to access your records, follow the links below:

Records
Correspondence files, single number series with 'B' [Child Endowment] prefix (1904 - 1974)

You can view this page online by visiting https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/isabella-lazarus-home-for-
jewish-children-2/
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