
Royal Institution for Deaf and Blind
Children
1957 – 1973

Details
The Royal Institution for Deaf and Blind Children was the new name given to the Institution for the Deaf, Dumb
and the Blind in 1957, when Queen Elizabeth II conferred the title ‘Royal’ on the Darlington school and residential
facility. The Institution moved to North Rocks in 1962 and the old building was acquired by Sydney University. In
1973 the organisation changed its name to the Royal Institution for Deaf and Blind Children.

By 1959 the directors of the Royal Institution for Deaf and Blind Children were aware that the Darlington premises
were no longer suitable. It purchased land at North Rocks and commenced building a complex that was officially
opened in 1963.

The Institution partnered with the Department of Education to provide services to deaf-blind children in 1965 and
by 1967 a preschool had been established at the North Rocks site. The organisation changed its name to the
Royal Institute for Deaf and Blind Children in 1973.

Gallery

Deaf, Dumb and Blind Institute building, Darlington

Description: This is a copy of an negative taken by Sam Hood, possibly for Axtell's Ltd
painters, and is part of the Home and Away Collection of the State Library of New South
Wales

North Rocks School

Description: This image shows the main entrance to the Royal Institute for Deaf and
Blind Children.

More info

Chronology
Deaf and Dumb Institution (1860 - 1869)

New South Wales Institution for the Deaf, Dumb and Blind (1869 - 1957)



Royal Institution for Deaf and Blind Children (1957 – 1973)
Royal Institute for Deaf and Blind Children (1973 - 2021)

NextSense (2021 - current)

Records
For more information and to access your records, follow the links below:

Records
Records of the Royal Institution for Deaf and Blind Children (1862 - current)
School Files (1876 - 1979)

You can view this page online by visiting https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/royal-institution-for-deaf-and-
blind-children/

https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/records-of-the-royal-institution-for-deaf-and-blind-children/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/school-files/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/royal-institution-for-deaf-and-blind-children/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/royal-institution-for-deaf-and-blind-children/

