
OPAL House
1962 – 1985?
Other Names: OPAL Hostel

Details
OPAL House, in South Brisbane, was operated by the One People of Australia League (OPAL). It was Brisbane’s
first purpose-designed hostel for homeless Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. OPAL House in Russell
Street was purchased by the Queensland government in 1962. In 1985, the building in Russell Street was
demolished and the remaining 16 residents of OPAL House were transferred to Joyce Wilding Hostel, Eight Mile
Plains.

OPAL House was started by Muriel Langford and Joyce Wilding. Joyce Wilding was also the matron at OPAL
House.

OPAL House was registered as a foster home and licensed as registered premises in 1966. It was licensed as a
residential institution on 7 August 1970.

In 1978 there were 30 residents at OPAL House, some of them were children. Correspondence files from 1980
indicate that 2 children were living at OPAL House, even though the facility was not funded to house children at
that time.

OPAL has advised the Find & Connect web resource that it no longer has any records relating to children who
were resident in their homes.

National Redress Scheme for people who have experienced institutional
child sexual abuse
In 2021, the Queensland government has agreed to be a funder of last resort for this institution. This means that
although the institution is now defunct, it is participating in the National Redress Scheme, and the government
has agreed to pay the institution’s share of costs of providing redress to a person (as long as the government is
found to be equally responsible for the abuse a person experienced).

More info

Related Entries
Run by

One People of Australia League (1961 - current)

Related Organisations

https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/one-people-of-australia-league/


OPAL Joyce Wilding Home (1970 - c.2021)
When OPAL House was demolished in 1985, its residents were transferred to Opal Joyce Wilding House.

Resources
Darling, Elaine, 'They spoke out pretty good: the leadership of women in the Brisbane Aboriginal rights
movement, 1958/ 1962', Melbourne Historical Journal, 1996
Darling, Elaine, Wilding, Winifred Doris (Joyce) (1909-1978), Australian Dictionary of Biography, 2012
OPAL's Joyce Wilding Home, New Dawn, 1973

Records
For more information and to access your records, follow the links below:

Records
Client Files, Queensland Government-run Institutions (c. 1865 - 2001)
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs Records (1880s - current)

You can view this page online by visiting https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/opal-house/

https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/opal-joyce-wilding-home/
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/wilding-winifred-doris-joyce-12026/text21571
https://aiatsis.gov.au/sites/default/files/docs/digitised_collections/march_1973.pdf
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