
The Friary
1966 – 1981

Details
The Friary, in Brookfield, was operated by the Anglican Society of St Francis. Located on the former site of St
Christopher’s Lodge, it was the first Australian friary of the Society of St Francis. The Friary provided residential
care for young people on probation and for people with mental health issues. It was established in 1966 and
licensed on 1 April 1980. The licence was cancelled prior to closure of the institution on 28 August 1981.

According to a timeline in the collection of Kenmore & District Historical Society, compiled by Jane Scragg, the
Friary was a ‘halfway house’, providing temporary shelter for men after their discharge from prison. It would seem
that some young men under the age of 18 were accommodated at the Friary.

After the Friary closed in 1981, the property lay idle for a time, until it became the Brookfield Centre for Christian
Spirituality, in the late 1980s.

Gallery

[Old Friary]

Description: This is an image of the Brookfield Centre - also known as the 'Old Friary' -
in Kenmore Hills. The building was formerly the site of St Christopher's Lodge and The
Friary.

More info

Related Entries
Run by

Anglican Society of St Francis (1937 - current)
Date: 1966 - 1980

Related Organisations
St Christopher's Lodge (1934 - c. 1959)
The Friary was located in the same building as St Christopher's Lodge, in Brookfield.

Records
For more information and to access your records, follow the links below:

https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/anglican-society-of-st-francis/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/st-christophers-lodge/


Records
Miscellaneous, St Christopher's Lodge and The Friary (1844 - 2002)
Correspondence files, single number series with 'B' [Child Endowment] prefix (1904 - 1974)

You can view this page online by visiting https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/the-friary/
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