
Family Services and Aboriginal and
Islander Affairs Department, State
Government of Queensland
7 December 1989 – 25 January 1996
Other Names: Family Services and Aboriginal and Islander Affairs Department, Aboriginal and

Islander Affairs Division
Department of Family Services and Aboriginal and Islander Affairs

Details
The Department of Family Services and Aboriginal and Islander Affairs was formed through the amalgamation of
the Department of Community Services and Ethnic Affairs and the Department of Family Services on 7
December 1989. A separate division of the Department was created called the Aboriginal and Islander Affairs
Department to have a supportive rather than directive role within the Aborginal community. The department had
responsibility of correctional services for young offenders.

On 25 Jan 1996 the Department of Family Services and Aboriginal and Islander Affairs became the Department
of Family and Community Services.

The Department of Family Services and Aboriginal and Islander Affairs was formed through the amalgamation of
the Department of Community Services and Ethnic Affairs and the Department of Family Services on 7
December 1989. The Aboriginal and Islander Affairs became a division within the Department with the specific
goal of full participation, recognition and self-determination for Aboriginal and Islander people, and fostering
reconciliation, highlighting a supportive rather than a directive role for the Division.

Functions:

Services for people with intellectual disabilities
Adoption services
Crisis intervention
Protection against child abuse and neglect
Licensing for providers of children services
Correctional services for young offenders
Legislation, policy and support for Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander communities
Planning and co-ordinating of social infrastructure
Special Programs consultancy for groups
Financial assistance for sevices planning
Monitoring of outcomes and standards of accountability
Social problems awareness and education

Administrative Arrangements:



The Director General was in charge of four major Divisions: Protective Services and Juvenile Justice, Community
Services Development, Intellectual Disability Services and Aboriginal and Islander Affairs, all of them supporting
Regional Offices and special branches.

By 1995 the structure had changed again and the Director General managed a Bureau of Ethnic Affairs, the
Office of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs, Finance and Organisational Services, Information Services,
and three Divisions: Community Services Development, Intellectual Disability Services, Protective Services and
Juvenile Justice.

Abolition:

On 25 Jan 1996 the Department of Family Services and Aboriginal and Islander Affairs briefly became the
Department of Family and Community Services.

More info

Chronology
Community Services and Ethnic Affairs Department, State Government of Queensland (1987 - 1989)
Family Services Department, State Government of Queensland (14 December 1987 - 7 December 1989)

Family Services and Aboriginal and Islander Affairs Department, State Government of Queensland (7
December 1989 – 25 January 1996)

Department of Family and Community Services, State Government of Queensland (25 January 1996 - 26
February 1996)
Office of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Policy, State Government of Queensland (1996 - 1998)

Related Entries
Ran

Carramar Receiving and Assessment Centre (1967 - 1995)
Therapeutic Adolescent Residential Assessment Unit (1995 - 2001)
Cleveland Youth Detention Centre (1980 - current)
John Oxley Youth Detention Centre (1987 - 2001)
Sir Leslie Wilson Youth Centre (1983 - 1993)
Date: 1989 - 1996
Sir Leslie Wilson Youth Detention Centre (1993 - 2001)
Date: 1993 - 1996
Westbrook Youth Centre (1987 - 1993)
Date: 1989 - 1993
Westbrook Youth Detention Centre (1993 - 30 June 1994)
Date: 1993 - 1994
The Sandgate Centre (1983 - 1994)
Date: 1989 - 1994

Resources
Family Services and Aboriginal and Islander Affairs Department (Agency ID 2568), Queensland State Archives
website, No date

Records

https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/carramar-receiving-and-assessment-centre/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/therapeutic-adolescent-residential-assessment-unit/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/cleveland-youth-detention-centre/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/john-oxley-youth-detention-centre-2/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/sir-leslie-wilson-youth-centre/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/sir-leslie-wilson-youth-detention-centre/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/westbrook-youth-centre/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/westbrook-youth-detention-centre/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/the-sandgate-centre/
http://www.archivessearch.qld.gov.au/Search/AgencyDetails.aspx?AgencyId=2568


Records
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs Records (1880s - current)
Card Index to Putative Fathers - Infant Life Protection (1900 - 1989)
Infant Life Protection Files (1881 - 2013)

You can view this page online by visiting https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/family-services-and-
aboriginal-and-islander-affairs-department/

https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-affairs-records/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/card-index-to-putative-fathers-infant-life-protection/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/infant-life-protection-files/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/family-services-and-aboriginal-and-islander-affairs-department/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/family-services-and-aboriginal-and-islander-affairs-department/

