
Home for Boys, Riverview
1956 – 1966
Other Names: Riverview

Details
The Home for Boys, Riverview, situated at 29 Riverview Road, was operated by the Salvation Army. In the 1950s
it received young migrants from Britain to train in farm practices. The name changed to the Training Farm for
Boys in 1966.

In the 1950s the Salvation Army Training Home for Boys at Riverview admitted 77 boys under the child migrant
scheme. Only “child migrants” over 14 years of age were accepted,on account of the type of work involved at the
training farm.

In 1998, former residents of Riverview Training Farm made submissions to the Commission of Inquiry into Abuse
of Children in Queensland Institutions (widely known as the Forde Inquiry). The Committee reported on incidents
of unsafe, improper and illegal treatment of children in Queensland institutions, including cases of sexual,
physical, emotional and systems abuse. Its findings were detailed and explicit.

In January 2014, the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse commenced a public
hearing into response of the Salvation Army (Eastern Territory) to child sexual abuse in children’s Homes in
Queensland and New South Wales, including the Riverview Training Farm. The evidence to be heard was to
have a particular focus to the years 1966-1977, although the Royal Commission stated it expected to hear
allegations dating back to as early as 1936.

Gallery

Collage of images from the Salvation Army training farm for youths, Riverview

Description: This description was supplied with the photograph and included on the
library website: Images include boys having fun in a swimming hole, working on the farm
with the horses, cutting crops and herding the cows.

Child migration - British youth migrants learning how to mount and ride a horse at
the Salvation Army Training Farm for Boys, Riverview, Queensland.



Canaan Training Room, Riverview

Entrance to Riverview Farm

Description: The Salvation Army has occupied this site since 1897. The avenue of pines
was planted c.1920s.

Front entrance to original home, Riverview

Original buildings, Riverview

Salvation Army Hall, Riverview

Bethany, farm manager cottage Riverview

Entrance drive Riverview

Looking towards visitor residence



Plaque on memorial plinth at Riverview

Description: This is an immage of a memorial plaque at Riverview. The inscription
reads: "This monument commemorates the residents of Riverview Girls Home April 1897
to June 1898 and Riverview Boys Home July 1898 to January 1977 'Never to be
forgotten' Funded by The Salvation Army Australia and Mayor Paul Pisasale City of
Ipswich 14th January 2012"

Plaque unveiled at Riverview on 21st April 2007

Description: The inscription reads: "From 1894 to 1977 this was the site of the
Riverview Home for Boys operated by the Salvation Army. Boys lived here who, for many
and varied reasons beyond their control, were unable to be cared for by their families."

More info

Chronology
Industrial School for Boys, Riverview (1 October 1898 - 1926)

Riverview Training Farm (1926 - 1956)

Home for Boys, Riverview (1956 – 1966)
Training Farm for Boys (1966 - 1969)

Endeavour Training Farm (1969 - 1973)
Hillsdale Village for Boys (c. 1973 - c. 1977)

Related Entries
Run by

The Salvation Army Australia Eastern Territory (1921 - 2018)

Related Events
Inquiry into Children in Institutional Care, Parliament of Australia (2003 - 2005)
Home for Boys, Riverview was mentioned in Submissions 75, 90, and 339 to the Inquiry into Children in
Institutional Care
Commission of Inquiry into Abuse of Children in Queensland Institutions (1998 - 1999)

Related Concepts
Child Migration (1800s - 1970s)

Resources
The Salvation Army Australia Eastern Territory, Submission No. 46 to the Senate Inquiry into Children in
Institutional Care: The Salvation Army Australia Southern Territorial Headquarters (VIC), Appendix B, Eastern
Territory Social Centres, A list of openings, closings and function, June 2003
Boys home apology is a comfort, Queensland Times, 1 September 2009
Blayse, Lewis, Riverview Salvation Army Boys' Home (Or: Unfinished Business), 14 June 2013
Training Migrants, Queensland Times, 20 July 1928
Opening Submissions of Counsel Assisting: Case Study 05: The Salvation Army boys' homes, Australian
Eastern Territory, January 2014, 28 January 2014
Biddy, Paul, Salvation Army abuse at 'severe end' of the scale, Sydney Morning Herald, 29 January 2014

https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/the-salvation-army-australia-eastern-territory/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/inquiry-into-children-in-institutional-care/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/commission-of-inquiry-into-abuse-of-children-in-queensland-institutions/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/child-migration/
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Community_Affairs/Completed_inquiries/2004-07/inst_care/submissions/sublist
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Community_Affairs/Completed_inquiries/2004-07/inst_care/submissions/sublist
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Community_Affairs/Completed_inquiries/2004-07/inst_care/submissions/sublist
http://www.qt.com.au/news/boys-home-apology/308905/
https://web.archive.org/web/20230131175037/https://lewisblayse.net/2013/06/14/riverview-salvation-army-boys-home-or-unfinished-business/
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article114413465
https://www.childabuseroyalcommission.gov.au/case-studies/case-study-05-salvation-army-boys-homes-australia-eastern-territory
https://www.childabuseroyalcommission.gov.au/case-studies/case-study-05-salvation-army-boys-homes-australia-eastern-territory
http://www.smh.com.au/nsw/salvation-army-abuse-at-severe-end-of-scale-20140128-31kzk.html


Cleland, Sharon, Caring for the Children: A history of institutional care provided by The Salvation Army for
Australian children and youth (1893-1995), August 2012
Salvation Army, Riverview Farm, 2017
Blayse, Lewis, Some More Salvation Army Children's Homes (Or: Ve Gaf Vays Of Making You Afraid),
lewisblayse.net, 12 January 2014
Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse, Report of Case Study No. 5: Response
of The Salvation Army to child sexual abuse at its boys homes in New South Wales and Queensland, January
2015

Records
For more information and to access your records, follow the links below:

Records
Salvation Army Australia, Records of Homes in the former Eastern Territory (c. 1891 - 1990s)
Forgotten Australians : Micah Pilot Oral History and Digital Story Project [sound and video recording] (March
2011 - April 2011)
Commonwealth Child and Youth Migration Records (1901 - 1983)
Commission of Inquiry Exhibits, Farm Home for Boys Westbrook (c. 1915 - c. 1961)

You can view this page online by visiting https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/home-for-boys-riverview/

https://www.childabuseroyalcommission.gov.au/sites/default/files/IND.R-001331.PS.0057_R.pdf
https://www.childabuseroyalcommission.gov.au/sites/default/files/IND.R-001331.PS.0057_R.pdf
https://webarchive.nla.gov.au/awa/20180518213618/http://pandora.nla.gov.au/pan/152545/20180519-0353/salvos.org.au/about-us/our-story/our-history/local-history/sqld/ipswich/riverview-farm/index.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20230610042451/https://lewisblayse.net/2014/01/12/some-more-salvation-army-childrens-homes-or-ve-gaf-vays-of-making-you-afraid/
https://www.childabuseroyalcommission.gov.au/sites/default/files/file-list/Case%20Study%205%20-%20Findings%20Report%20-%20The%20Salvation%20Army%20boys%20homes%2C%20Australia%20Eastern%20Territory.pdf
https://www.childabuseroyalcommission.gov.au/sites/default/files/file-list/Case%20Study%205%20-%20Findings%20Report%20-%20The%20Salvation%20Army%20boys%20homes%2C%20Australia%20Eastern%20Territory.pdf
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/salvation-army-australia-records-of-homes-in-the-former-eastern-territory/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/forgotten-australians-micah-pilot-oral-history-and-digital-story-project-sound-and-video-recording/
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