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Daintree River Mission

27 July 1941 — 1962

Detalls

The Daintree River Mission, near Mossman, was run by the Assemblies of God. It opened in 1941. Children on
the Mission were housed in girls’ and boys’ dormitories. The mission closed in 1962 and the residents transferred
to the Mossman Gorge Mission.

A girls’ dormitory was officially opened at the Daintree River Mission on 22 April 1949 with seven girls in
residence. The dormitory was a two story building with a kitchen, laundry and two shower rooms on the ground
floor, and sleeping quarters upstairs. The dormitory slept eight people plus a verandah room that held three
babies’ cots. There is some evidence to suggest that children may have been living with the Missionaries prior to
the establishment of the girls’ dormitory.

The church maintained that the introduction of a dormitory system would result in the betterment of the Aboriginal
girls. The Mission Superintendent claimed parents requested he take on the ‘care, custody and control of their
children’. Accommodation for young boys was added at a later time. It appeared that admissions to the
dormitories were voluntary.

In 1962 the Assemblies of God closed the Daintree Mission and the Mission families were transferred to the
Mossman Gorge Mission. There were five children in the dormitory when the Mission closed and they either
returned to their parents or were moved to the Mossman Gorge Mission. There was no dormitory system
operating at Mossman Gorge Mission so any children transferred there would have been placed with a mission
family.

Gallery

Panoramic view of Daintree, Queensland, 1936

Description: The library catalogue includes this description: Panoramic view of Daintree,
Queensland, in 1936, showing the Great Dividing Range in the background.
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Run by
e Assemblies of God in Australia (1937 - 2007)

Resources

e State Conference, Cairns Post, 27 September 1950

Records

For more information and to access your records, follow the links below:

Records

e Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs Records (1880s - current)
e Correspondence files, single number series with 'B' [Child Endowment] prefix (1904 - 1974)

You can view this page online by visiting https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/daintree-river-mission/
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