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Old Doomadgee Mission

1933 - 1936
Other Names: e Bayley Point Reserve

Detalls

The Old Doomadgee Mission was run by the Open Brethren. The Mission was located at Dumaji at Bayley Point
Aboriginal reserve, on Gangalidda land. It opened in 1933 and following a cyclone, relocated to a site on the
Nicholson River in 1936.

The Old Doomadgee Mission is described as growing “rapidly with the arrival of 10 Aboriginal boys and 10
Aboriginal girls from the Burketown Mission in 1934. The boys were initially housed in tents, while the girls lived in
a house...” While not officially recorded, it is also reported that children were removed from Turn Off Lagoons and
brought to Old Doomadgee Mission.

Children on the Mission were placed in dormitories as shown by an early photograph of the ‘Boys’ house’ at Old
Doomadgee, dated from the early 1930s.

By 1935 it had become clear that the site was unsuitable as a mission due to the lack of a reliable water supply
and its remoteness. Following a cyclone in 1936 the Mission and the 50 children and 20 adults then living there,
were moved to a new site on the Nicholson River.

More info

Chronology

e Old Doomadgee Mission (1933 — 1936)
¢ Doomadgee Mission (1936 - 1983)

Related Entries

Run by
e The Open Brethren Assembly (c. 1914 - current)

Resources

e Also damaged by cyclone, The Telegraph, 27 March 1936

Records


https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/the-open-brethren-assembly/
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article182664208

For more information and to access your records, follow the links below:

Records

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs Records (1880s - current)
Child Registration Cards - Doomadgee (1932 - 1983)

Doomadgee Identification Cards (1935 - 1989)

Population Registers - Protector of Aboriginals, Doomadgee (1892 - 1985)

You can view this page online by visiting https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/old-doomadgee-mission/
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