
Wiltja Hostel
1956 – 1978
Other Names: Aborigines Advancement League Hostel

Millswood Girls Home

Details
Wiltja Hostel was opened in 1956 at Millswood by the Aborigines Advancement League. It provided
accommodation for Aboriginal girls who were attending secondary school in Adelaide. In 1978 the Hostel ceased
to operate as a Hostel for Aboriginal girls and became a boarding home for adult Aboriginal people visiting the
city.

Wiltja Hostel for Aboriginal girls was opened in November 1956 at 17 East Avenue Millswood by the Aborigines
Advancement League. Sometimes referred to as the Millswood Girls’ Home the Hostel’s purpose was to provide
accommodation for girls who were attending secondary school in Adelaide. Many girls remained at the Hostel
during their first year of work after leaving school.

In 1978 the Hostel ceased to operate as a Hostel for Aboriginal girls and became a boarding home for adult
Aboriginal people visiting the city. In 1980 the Aborigines Advancement League leased the property to the
Education Department and two years later that department purchased the Hostel.

Gallery

Former Wiltja Hostel 2005

Description: This image was included in Finding Your Own Way, Section 9.

Badge - Aborigines Advancement League Wiltja Girls Hostel, 1956-1982

Description: The museum description states: Badge from "WILTJA" Girls' Hostel which
was run by the Aborigines Advancement League.

More info



Related Entries
Run by

Aborigines' Advancement League (1938 - 2008?)

Related Concepts
Stolen Generations

Records
For more information and to access your records, follow the links below:

Records
Records of the Aborigines' Office and Successor Agencies (1866? - 1971?)
Records of the Aborigines Advancement League (1938 - 2008)
Correspondence files, single number series with 'B' [Child Endowment] prefix (1904 - 1974)

You can view this page online by visiting https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/wiltja-hostel/
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