
Methodist Children’s Homes
1924 – 1960

Details
Methodist Children’s Homes was the new name given to the Adelaide Central Methodist Mission run Methodist
Children’s Home in 1924. Between 1924 and 1957 it included Greenslade Home for girls, Roberts Home for
younger boys and Cann Home for older boys. Minnie Maughan Cottage was built in 1955 and in 1957 Curtice
Cottage was openeed and Cann Home was divided into two units, Cann Cottage and I’Anson Cottage. In 1950
the Homes accommodated children from the British Child Migrant scheme and in 1958 children from Croker
Island. In 1960 the Methodist Children’s Homes were renamed Lentara.

The Methodist Children’s Homes were located at Penfold Road, Magill. Previously known as the Methodist
Children’s Home, singular, the institution had consisted of two residences, the purpose built Greenslade Home
(1912) and Roberts Home (purchased in 1921). In 1924 with the construction of a third building, Cann Home, the
name Methodist Children’s Homes became plural.

Cann Home was built specifically to accommodate older boys. Roberts Home was then used to house younger
boys while Greenslade became a residence for girls only. The number of children across all three Homes
remained around 50 throughout the period 1923 – 1950s.

In 1928 the matron of Greenslade Home was Miss Roper, the matron of Roberts Home was Miss Maddeford and
the matron of Cann Home was Miss Lang.

In December 1928 a five year old girl living at the Methodist Girls’ Home, Greenslade, died. The Annual report for
the following year reported as follows:

A beautiful little girl of five years of age, slipped away from us, and was buried in the Magill cemetery,
where we secured a block of land. The girls of Greenslade Home have raised funds and placed a stone
over the grave.

The burial plot is still maintained and is the site of two headstones, one for this girl and one for another girl, aged
four, who died in 1960.

In the late 1940s The Methodist Children’s Homes at Magill applied through the Children’s Welfare and Public
Relief Department and the Commonwealth Department of Immigration to accept migrant children from the
National Children’s Homes in England. In 1950 fifty English children arrived in Australia and 16 of these children,
11 boys and 5 girls, were sent on to Magill. Newspapers of the time covered the children’s arrival in Adelaide in
February and followed up with them four months later. The children were reported as ‘homesick but smiling’.
When interviewed many stated they would have preferred to be back in England. The oldest of the children,
talking about the other English children, was reported as saying:



They really mean it when they say they’d rather be home in England… they get homesick for the winter
snow and two-storey houses and the cold weather. But they’ll grow out of it.

The weather’s lovely here… Your people and your teachers are more friendly than they are at home. I love
it here… The others will get used to it and they’ll come to like it.

A nine year old boy was quoted as follows:

Back home the boys and girls lived in the one house. Here we’re separated, and I don’t see my sister all
the time as I did at home. My brother is still in England, and I miss him, too. But the trip out in the ship was
wonderful…

The plan by the Methodist Children’s Homes at Magill to take more English migrant children was put on hold
when it failed to get permission to build 4 new cottage homes to accommodate the children.

In 1954, Roberts Home was badly damaged in an earthquake and the building was demolished. In the mid-
1950s, a new management committee was appointed to oversee the running of the Homes. Under their
supervision the Homes grew.

In 1955 Minnie Maughan Cottage, a purpose built cottage accommodating up to 12 children, was added to the
site. It was named after the daughter of the founder of the Maughan Church who had worked as Treasurer for the
Home’s management committee for many years. Until the mid-1950s, although girls and boys were cared for in
separate buildings, they still slept in dormitory style rooms. The building of Minnie Maughan represented a move
towards providing cottage care in smaller family-like groups.

In 1957 Curtice Cottage was opened when the supervisor’s home was converted into a cottage style residence in
which brothers and sisters from one family could live together. The same year, the Cann Home building was
divided into two independent living units named Cann Cottage and I’Anson Cottage. This change enabled two
family groups to live independently under one roof.

In 1958 a number of Aboriginal children from the Croker Island Mission in the Northern Territory were placed at
the Methodist Children’s Homes.

In 1960, the Methodist Children’s Homes were renamed Lentara – the Central Mission Homes for Children.

Gallery

Orphanage, Magill

Description: This image is of rhe Methodist Children's Home - Cann Home, built in
1924. The library description states: Boys and staff (including two Methodist Ministers)
pose in front of the Magill orphanage building. It is a large one storey building in the
Federation style which appears to be situated in open countryside.



Methodist Children's Home - Greenslade Home

Description: This image shows the purpose built Methodist Children's Home,
Greenslade Home.

Methodist Children's Homes Headstone

Description: The grave of Dulcie Florence Dixon and Sandra Joy Clifford from the
Methodist Children's Homes at Magill Cemetery.

More info

Chronology
Methodist Children's Home (1905 - 1924)

Methodist Children's Homes (1924 – 1960)
Lentara (1960 - 1977)

Related Entries
Run by

Adelaide Central Methodist Mission (c. 1901 - 1977)
Date: 1924 - 1950s

Related Events
Fact-Finding Mission on Child Migration (1956)
Interstate movement of Northern Territory children (1930s - 1970s)
Child Migration Programmes Investigation, UK Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse (2017 - 2018)

Related Organisations
I'Anson Cottage (1957 - c. 1977)
I'Anson Cottage and Cann Cottage were created at the Methodist Children's Homes in 1957 when Cann Home
was divided into two cottage style homes
Date: 1957 - 1960
Curtice Cottage (1957 - 1977)
Curtice Cottage was the second cottage style residence for children to be opened as part of the Methodist
Children's Homes
Date: 1957 - 1960
Minnie Maughan Cottage (1955 - 1980?)
Minnie Maughan Cottage was the first cottage style residence for children to be opened as part of the
Methodist Children's Homes
Date: 1955 - 1960
Roberts Home (1921 - 1954)
Roberts Home was one of the residences for children that formed the Methodist Children's Homes
Date: 1924 - 1954

https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/adelaide-central-methodist-mission/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/ross-fact-finding-mission-british-child-migration/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/interstate-movement-of-northern-territory-children/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/child-migration-programmes-investigation-uk-independent-inquiry-into-child-sexual-abuse/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/ianson-cottage/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/curtice-cottage/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/minnie-maughan-cottage-2/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/roberts-home-2/


Greenslade Home (1912 - 1976)
Greenslade Home was one of the residences for children that made up the Methodist Children's Homes
Date: 1924 - 1950s
Cann Cottage (1957 - c. 1977)
Cann Cottage and I'Anson Cottage were created at the Methodist Children's Homes in 1957 when Cann Home
was divided into two cottage style homes
Date: 1957 - 1960
Kalyra Sanatorium (1894 - 1988)
At least one child was transferred from the Methodist Children's Homes to Kalyra Sanatorium in the 1940s
Croker Island Mission (1940 - 1968)
Cann Home (1924 - 1957)
Cann Home was one of the residences for children that formed the Methodist Children's Homes.
Date: 1924 - 1957

Related Concepts
Stolen Generations
Child Migration (1800s - 1970s)

Resources
Immigration Museum, Stolen childhoods, 2012
Independent Inquiry Child Sexual Abuse, Child Migration Programmes Investigation Report, March 2018
Women's Universe by "Felise" - Week by Week - For Needy Children, The Mail, 28 October 1922
8 English orphans offered homes, The Mail, 17 June 1950

Records
For more information and to access your records, follow the links below:

Records
Records of Methodist Children's Home/Lentara (c. 1905 - 1980s)
Records of the Aborigines' Office and Successor Agencies (1866 - 2003)
Child Migration - Methodist Children's Home - Magill SA (1948 - 1955)
Child Migration - Methodist Children's Homes (1949 - 1950)
Correspondence files, single number series with 'B' [Child Endowment] prefix (1904 - 1974)

You can view this page online by visiting https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/methodist-childrens-homes/

https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/greenslade-home/
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https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/cann-home-2/
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http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article63773245
http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/55919221
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