
Department of Aboriginal Affairs,
Federal Government
1972 – 1990

Details
The Commonwealth Department of Aboriginal Affairs was formed in 1972. As a result of the creation of this
department, the Federal Government took over responsibility for all issues related to Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people in Australia. Policy and planning functions which had previously been the responsibility of the
States were transferred to the Commonwealth. The States retained State offices of Aboriginal Affairs. The
Department of Aboriginal Affairs was abolished on 5 March 1990 and replaced by the Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Commission, often referred to as ATSIC.

More info

Related Entries
Ran

Luprina Hostel (1971 - current)
Date: 31 December 1974 -
Nindee Hostel (1971 - current)
Date: 1972 -
Gerard Mission (1946 - 1974)
Date: 1972 - 1974
Ernabella Mission (1937 - 1974)
Nepabunna Mission (1931 - 1977)
Date: 1973 - 1977
Point McLeay Mission Station (1859 - 1974)
Date: 1972 - 1974
Koonibba Mission (1901 - 1975)
Date: 1972 - 1975

You can view this page online by visiting https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/department-of-aboriginal-
affairs-3/
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