
Queen Victoria Convalescent Home for
Children
1898 – 1943?

Details
The Queen Victoria Convalescent Home for Children opened at Mount Lofty in 1898. The home was operated by
the Adelaide Children’s Hospital as a Convalescent home for children recovering from illness. It operated until the
early 1940s.

The Queen Victoria Convalescent Home for Children was built at Mount Lofty in 1897 and opened in 1898. Built
and named in honour of Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee, the home was operated by the Adelaide Children’s
Hospital as a Convalescent home where children recovering from illness could go and ‘gain strength and health
in the pure hill air’.

Situated on large grounds, the Home was built at a cost of £1,734 and it was reported that £1,000 of that amount
was raised by the fund raising activities of the children of the Sunbeam Society. £518 was spent after the
opening, adding a large underground water tank and a sunroom/children’s playroom that came off the one large
ward.

In 1899 newspapers reported that on average 10 to 12 children were convalescing at the Home at one time. By
1905 there had been 366 children admitted the Home since its opening. In 1909 a reporter noted that some of the
patients admitted were tuberculosis cases. In May 1941 papers reported that the Home was caring for 16
children.

The Queen Victoria Convalescent Home for Children operated until the early 1940s and later became a holiday
home for nurses. The building was auctioned by the Hospital on 17 September 1947.

Gallery

Queen Victoria Children's Convalescent Home

Description: The library description states: Distant view of children on the verandah of
the premises of the Queen Victoria Children's Convalescent Home at Mount Lofty, South
Australia.
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Adelaide Children's Hospital (1876 - 1989)
The Queen Victoria Convalescent Home for Children was run by the Adelaide Childrens Hospital Board.

Records
For more information and to access your records, follow the links below:

Records
Correspondence files, single number series with 'B' [Child Endowment] prefix (1904 - 1974)

You can view this page online by visiting https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/queen-victoria-convalescent-
home-for-children/
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