
Mentally Retarded Children’s
Association
1950 – 1980
Other Names: MRCA

Mentally Retarded Children's Society of South Australia
Mentally Retarded Childrens' Education and Welfare Society

Details
The Mentally Retarded Children’s Association (MRCA) was founded in 1950 by a group of parents of children
with intellectual disabilities. The group established training centres and hostels for people with intellectual
disabilities in Adelaide and regional areas during the 1950s to 1970s. The MRCA changed its name to Orana in
1980.

The Mentally Retarded Children’s Association, MRCA, was established in 1950 by a group of parents of children
with intellectual disabilities who were seeking educational and training opportunities for their children. Prior to the
establishment of the group, the only specific services for children with intellectual disabilities were provided by
Minda Home.

Mentally retarded was a term used in the past to describe a person with an intellectual disability. This term is now
considered to be derogatory and offensive.

The MRCA established the first educational and training service in South Australia in 1953, known as the Kent
Town Occupation Centre. The group continued to lobby for, and develop training centres, referred to at the time
as ‘sheltered workshops’ through the 1960s and 1970s. In 1964 the Association established its first hostel
accommodation for people with intellectual disabilities, Amaroo at Clarence Park. Amaroo was the first
community-based accommodation service for people with intellectual disabilities in South Australia. During the
1960s-1970s the Association established a number of other hostels in regional areas.

In 1980, the MRCA changed its name to Orana.

More info

Chronology
Mentally Retarded Children's Association (1950 – 1980)

Orana (1980 - current)

Related Entries
Ran



Cooinda Hostel (1969 - 1994)
Date: 1969 - 1980
Birralee Hostel (1971 - 1998)
Date: 1971 - 1980
Carinya Hostel (1973 - 1994)
Date: 1973 - 1980
Port Pirie Hostel (1974 - 1990s)
Date: 1974 - 1980
Loxton Hostel (1977 - 2012)
Date: 1977 - 1980

Records

Records
Records of the Mentally Retarded Children's Society of South Australia Inc. (1950 - 1982)

You can view this page online by visiting https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/mentally-retarded-childrens-
association/
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