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Details
Apprentices and Servants 1840 is also known by its full title ‘An Act to consolidate the Laws relating to
Apprentices and Servants'(Act no. 4 Vict. No.12). This act was developed to alleviate uncertainty regarding the
administration of justice between masters, servants and apprentices in an environment extremely different from
the United Kingdom. A similar piece of legislation was enacted in 1837, Apprentice and Servants 1837 Act (Act
no.1 Vict. No.15) before being disallowed in 1838. This legislation was repealed in 1852 by the Servants and
Apprentices’ Act 1852 (Act no.16 Vict. No.23).

Much of Tasmania’s early legislation mirrored the United Kingdom’s, other legislation was developed or adapted
especially for Tasmania’s operation as a penal colony. Overtime compromises had to be made between these
two approaches to legislation taking into account the very different environmental and contextual factors of life in
the colony and the increase of free settlers making their lives in Tasmania.

There were multiple ‘master and servant acts’ in the United Kingdom across the 1800’s and 1900’s which often
legislated strong punishment including imprisonment and hard labour for absenteeism or ‘abandonment’ of
employment by employees.
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