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Detalls

The Infants’ Welfare Act 1940 also known by its full title “An Act to amend the Infants’ Welfare Act 1935?”(Act
no.4 & 5 Geo. VI No.79) makes a number of changes to the Infants Welfare Act 1935 (Act n0.26 Geo.V No.79).
This amendment act was repealed by Statute Law Revision Act 1958 (Act n0.36/1958) on 24 July 1958.

The Infants’ Welfare Act 1940 (Act no.4&5 Geo. VI No.79) made the following changes to the Infants’ Welfare Act
1935 (Act no.26 Geo V. No. 79):

o Established the position of Chairman of special magistrate for each district;

o Explicitly stated that probation officers were not subject to the Public Service Act 1923;

o Empowered the chief probation officer to require probation officers to perform duties in the same manner as the
court. These duties are set out in section 31 of the legislation and include visiting children before hearings,
making inquiries and providing information to the court about a child’s living conditions and to investigate the
circumstances of any complaint or application made against a child, in particular to find the child’s address;

o Totally ban the publication of reports on the proceedings of the children’s court;

e Enable parents or guardians who apply for their child to be taken into care to write a legally binding letter to the
Director detailing how they plan to support a child in an institution. This letter was to be treated in the same way
as a maintenance order handed down from a Judge in a court of law;

e Enable any Justice to act on the oath of a police officer that a child is neglected or uncontrollable as if an officer
of the Department had made it. The actions that could be carried out in light of such an oath included the
summons of a child to appear before the court or issuing a warrant for the child;

o Empowered police officer of any rank to apprehend a child without a warrant who they deem to be neglected,
uncontrollable or if that child is found in a building that acts as a brothel or where opium is smoked;

o Empowered the court to demand a parent or near relative of a child in an institution to demonstrate why they
are unable to pay or contribute to the cost of the child’s ‘care’; and

o Specify what regulations the Governor may make in relation to this legislation.
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