
Bennett House
1952 – 1981

Details
Bennett House was the new name given to the East Perth Girls’ Home in 1952. It was a government-run transit
hostel providing short-term accommodation for Aboriginal children and women from the country. In 1981, full
responsibility for Bennett House was transferred to Aboriginal Hostels Ltd.

Bennett House was the new name given to the East Perth Girls’ Home in September 1952. Its purpose at that
time was to accommodate what the Department of Native Affairs termed ‘transient and outpatient native women
and children’. In the State Solicitor’s Guide to Institutions Attended by Aboriginal People in Western Australia
(p.42) this is interpreted to refer to Aboriginal women from missions, reserves and townships who were pregnant
to non-Aboriginal men. The women were sent to Perth to await the birth of their babies.

Over the years, Bennett House accommodated a range of children and young people, including a small number
of students, brought to Perth to attend the East Perth state school which was alongside Bennett house. Until
1963, the Commissioners of Native Affairs and Native Welfare were the guardians of children and young people
placed at Bennett House.

In 1972, the Department for Community Welfare took over the child welfare responsibilities of the Department of
Native Welfare, and ran Bennett House.

In 1981, full responsibility for Bennett House was transferred to Aboriginal Hostels Ltd.

More info

Chronology
East Perth Girls' Home (1931 - 1952)

Bennett House (1952 – 1981)

Related Entries
Run by

Department of Native Welfare, State of Western Australia (1955 - 1972)
Date: 1955 - 1972
Department for Community Welfare, State of Western Australia (1972 - 1985)
Date: 1972 - 1981
Department of Native Affairs, State of Western Australia (1936 - 1954)
Date: 1952 - 1954

https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/department-of-native-welfare/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/department-for-community-welfare-3/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/department-of-native-affairs/


Resources
Eliza Johns interviewed by Marnie Richardson in the Bringing them home oral history project (2001), 25
January 2001

Records
For more information and to access your records, follow the links below:

Records
Department of Aboriginal Affairs [predecessors], Records (1886 - 2004)
Correspondence files, single number series with 'B' [Child Endowment] prefix (1904 - 1974)
Files - Community Welfare ("A" Series), State Records Office of Western Australia (25 August 1908 - 23
December 1990)
Files - Aborigines Departments (1 January 1926 - 16 June 1972)

You can view this page online by visiting https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/bennett-house/

https://trove.nla.gov.au/work/31973692
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/department-of-aboriginal-affairs-predecessors-records/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/correspondence-files-single-number-series-with-b-child-endowment-prefix/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/files-community-welfare-a-series/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/files-community-welfare-a-series/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/files-aborigines-departments/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/bennett-house/

