
Innaminka Hostel, Greenmount
1972? – 2004?
Other Names: Innamincka

Innaminka House
Greenmount Hostel

Details
Innaminka Hostel, Greenmount, opened in the early 1970s, when Mogumber (1951 – 1974) was being replaced
by a number of small homes in Perth suburbs. It began as a hostel for boys, but by 1975 was used for short term
placements for girls aged 5-17 years. By the 1980s, it was again a boys’ hostel and by 1995 it had not been used
for some years. By 2004, Innaminka was part of the Emergency Accommodation Service Program run by the
Department for Community Development.

Innaminka Hostel, Greenmount began as a suburban branch of Mogumber by 1972, in a house at 28 Innaminka
Road. It started as a boys’ hostel run by the Methodist Overseas Mission under agreement with the Department
for Community Welfare (DCW).

It is likely that Innaminka Hostel, Greenmount was one of the Aboriginal Education and Employment Hostels in
the metropolitan area, providing a base for Aboriginal children and young people to go to school and obtain other
training in Perth.

Innaminka Hostel, Greenmount was run by a number of Methodist and, after 1977, Uniting Church agencies
under agreement with the DCW. In 1974, after Mogumber closed, the Mogumber Training Centre (MTC) took
over from the Methodist Overseas Mission and in 1980 Sister Kate’s Child and Family Care Services took over
from the MTC.

Many of the children and young people who were placed at Innaminka Hostel, Greenmount were wards of the
State.

By 1975, Innaminka Hostel, Greenmount was providing short-term accommodation for girls aged 5-17 years. A
description in 1975 noted there was a trampoline in the garden, a TV and piano. The hostel-like Home had four
bedrooms (able to be shared by three girls). The girls took a bus to local schools and took their lunch with them.
The average length of time they stayed at Applecross Cottage was 9 months.

By the 1980s, Innaminka Hostel, Greenmount was used to place boys going to high school. In August 1987, the
hostel was transferred to the Department for Community Services. In the years between 1987 and 1995, it seems
the hostel was often not used.

By 2004, Innaminka Hostel, Greenmount was part of the Emergency Accommodation Service Program run by the
Department for Community Development.
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Related Entries
Run by

Department for Community Development, State of Western Australia (1 October 1992 - 1 July 1995)
Date: 1992 - 1995
Department for Family and Children's Services, State of Western Australia (1 July 1995 - 1 July 2001)
Date: 1995 - 2001
Department for Community Development, State of Western Australia (1 July 2001 - 30 June 2007)
Date: 2001 - 2004?
Department for Community Services, State of Western Australia (1 January 1985 - 1 October 1992)
Date: 1987 - 1992
Sister Kate's Child and Family Care Services (1980 - 1988)
Date: 1980 - 1987
Mogumber Training Centre (1974 - 1980)
Date: 1974 - 1980
Methodist Overseas Mission (c. 1930 - 1980)
Date: 1972? - 1974

Related Organisations
Bedford Hostel (1971 - 27 February 2009)
Bedford Hostel residents and programs were relocated to Innaminka Hostel, Greenmount during times when
renovations were being undertaken at Bedford.
Mogumber (1951 - 1974)
Innaminka Hostel, Greenmountwas one of the Homes set up in the city to accommodate children from .
Date: 1972? - 1974
Tudor Lodge (1952 - 2003)
Tudor Lodge residents and programs were relocated to Innaminka Hostel, Greenmount when renovations were
being undertaken at Tudor Lodge.
Date: 2000 -

Resources
Wilson, Katrin and Michael V. Robinson., Aboriginal Hostels in Perth : A Comparative Survey, 1971
Uniting Church in Australia (WA Synod), Department of Media, Western Impact, 1977 - 2007
Education: Aborigines Living away from home, Hansard Archive 1870 to 1995, 6 November 1973

Records
For more information and to access your records, follow the links below:

Records
Uniting WA Records (1920s - current)
Uniting Church (Synod of Western Australia) Archives, Records (1918 - 1980s)
Sister Kate's Child and Family Services records, 1934-2002 [manuscript], State Library of Western Australia
(1934 - 2002)
Department of Aboriginal Affairs [predecessors], Records (1886 - 2004)
Records of Mogumber Methodist Mission, Methodist Church (1918 - 1985)
Files - Community Welfare ("A" Series), State Records Office of Western Australia (25 August 1908 - 23
December 1990)
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