
Gwynne Lea
1970 – 1997?
Other Names: Gwynne Lee

Gwynee-Lea
Gwyn-lea
Gwyne Lea Cottage

Details
Gwynne Lea, in Bentley, opened in 1970 as a government-run open residential unit that was part of the maximum
security unit at Nyandi. It accommodated up to ten teenage girls (Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal), aiming to help
them adjust to living in small groups while enabling them to go under supervision into the community. Gwynne
Lea had closed by 1997.

Gwynne Lea was established and run by the Child Welfare Department and subsequent child welfare authorities.
It may also have been known as the Nyandi Hostel, as it was located in the grounds of the secure detention
centre, Nyandi.

In government records, various spellings of Gwynne Lea appear, including: Gwynn Lea Cottage, Gwynne Lee
Cottage, Gwyne Lea Cottage, Gwyne Lee, Gwynee Lea Cottage.

Girls whom authorities believed would benefit from living in small groups were placed in Gwynne Lea for up to
three months at a time. The aim of the unit, which was more like a home than a detention facility, was described
in government reports (Signposts 2004, pp.229-230) as a place where staff could work intensively with the
teenagers to help them develop social and relationship skills. At first, girls were admitted into Gwynne Lea from
within Nyandi but by 1978, young people could be admitted directly from the community.

In 1977, girls from Gwynne Lea were found weekend placements with host families. The girls’ progress was
monitored and multiple re-admissions to Gwynne Lea were possible.

By the 1980s, the number of girls living in Gwynne Lea at one time decreased from 8-10 girls, to four or five. In
1984, the Department for Community Welfare (Signposts p.230) reported that up to three girls at one time was
ideal. The department reportedly sought to achieve two outcomes for the girls accommodated at Gwynne Lea: to
prevent them running away, and to modify their behaviour so that they were able to return home, or return to a
foster placement.

In 1993, Gwynne Lea, as part of Nyandi, was transferred to the Ministry of Justice. The Nyandi complex, which
included Gwynne Lea, closed in 1997.

More info

Related Entries



Run by
Department for Community Development, State of Western Australia (1 October 1992 - 1 July 1995)
Department for Community Welfare, State of Western Australia (1972 - 1985)
Department for Community Services, State of Western Australia (1 January 1985 - 1 October 1992)
Ministry of Justice, State of Western Australia (1993 - 2001)

Related Organisations
Nyandi (1970 - 1997)
Gwynne Lea was located in the grounds of the secure detention centre, Nyandi.
Date: 1970 - 1997

Resources
Western Australia. Department for Community Welfare, Annual Report: Department for Community Welfare,
1973 - 1984

Records
For more information and to access your records, follow the links below:

Records
Youth Justice Records (July 1994 - current)
Records of Nyandi Training Centre (1970 - 1992)

You can view this page online by visiting https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/gwynne-lea/
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