
McCall Centre
1971 – 2005?

Details
The McCall Centre began in West Perth in 1971 as a government-run Home intended for the long-term
accommodation of up to 20 children aged from four years old, whom child welfare authorities diagnosed with
significant emotional or behavioural issues. The Centre moved to Highgate in 1972, to Mosman Park in 1973, and
by 1974 admitted only 10 children to a shorter-term residential program. By 1995 The McCall Centre was the
administrative head of five metropolitan hostels. It is possible that McCall’s residential program closed in 2005.

Government reports (Signposts 2004, pp.319-325) show that the McCall Centre began with the aim (p.319) of
helping children ‘overcome their problems while they are still young, and thus not become a burden to the
community later on.’

By 1980, the non-residential programmes offered by McCall were a significant part of the Centre’s work. One of
these was a community kindergarten which provided pre-schooling, without an enhanced curriculum, for local
children. The Centre was thus providing therapeutic, preventive, and non-therapeutic programmes at that stage.

The McCall Centre opened on 3 May 1971 in temporary accommodation in West Perth. At that stage, it was
providing long-term residential ‘treatment’ for what authorities described (p.319) as up to 20 ’emotionally
disturbed’ 6-12 year olds. The permanent ‘home’ that was planned for the centre, which was named after a
former Director of the Child Welfare Department, Mr JA McCall, was the old cable station in Mosman Park.
However, the refurbishment of the old building took longer than expected and the McCall Centre had to relocate
to Lincoln Street, Highgate before moving into its permanent premises at 2 Curtin Avenue, Mosman Park in July
1973.

By 1980, what came to be called the ‘McCall System’ for 4-12 year olds included the McCall Centre Residential
Unit in Curtin Avenue, Community Support programs delivered by departmental staff from there, and a
Kindergarten at the Mosman Park site.

By 1986, the McCall Centre residential program could accommodate up to 10 children at any one time, for up to
12 weeks. Families often lived on the premises, which was seen by authorities (p.319) ‘to help parents develop
skills to manage and relate to their child who was in the McCall program’.

In 1987, in response to a review of departmental programs, the non-residential departmental school, Koorana,
was closed and the McCall Centre’s community-based program was expanded. At this time, McCall’s role was
essentially one of attempting to support children to develop socialisation, education and behavioural skills that
would increase their opportunity to engage in mainstream education and recreational situations. In 1988, a day
attendance program was started at the McCall Centre so that children could receive therapeutic support while
also receiving a school curriculum.

Fostercarers and parents continued to be supported by McCall Centre programs, with an emphasis on
behavioural management strategies.



In 1989 (p.325), the McCall Centre’s residential unit relocated to the Oceanview Hostel on Beach Road in
Cottesloe. Children stayed on average, 6 weeks. The residential unit at Oceanview apparently closed in 1995 as
it was reported (p.398) that the Beach Road property was being used as an ‘educational facility’ in that year.

By 1995, the McCall Centre became the administrative head of a network of hostels that included McCall,
Kyewong, Tudor Lodge, and Darlington Lodge (or Darlington House), as well as offering some temporary care in
Mosman.

It is possible that McCall’s residential program closed in 2005.

Gallery

McCall Centre

Description: 'McCall Centre' is a digital copy of an image included (p.52) in the Annual
Report 1974 of the Department for Community Welfare.

McCall Centre play area

Description: 'McCall Centre play area' is a digital copy of an image included (p.47) in the
Annual Report 1976 of the Department for Community Welfare.

McCall Centre playground

Description: 'McCall Centre playground' is a digital copy of an image included (p.44) in
the Annual Report 1979-80 of the Department for Community Welfare. The caption
reads, 'Children learn how to play creatively and co-operatively'.

[McCall Centre classroom]

Description: [McCall Centre classroom] is a copy of an image included (p.44) in the
Annual Report 1979-80 of the Department for Community Welfare. The caption reads,
'Two of the three classrooms at McCall - remedial teaching is provided in each'.

[McCall Centre, classroom]

Description: [McCall Centre, classroom] is a copy of an image included (p.44) in the
Annual Report 1979-80 of the Department for Community Welfare. The caption reads,
'Two of the three classrooms at McCall - remedial teaching is provided in each'.

McCall Centre, kindergarten session

Description: 'McCall Centre, kindergarten session' is a copy of an image included (p.43)
in the Annual Report 1979-80 of the Department for Community Welfare.



McCall Centre, cricket

Description: 'McCall Centre, cricket' is a digital copy of an image included (p.27) in the
Annual Report 1987 of the Department for Community Services. The caption reads, 'The
McCall Centre - helping to improve relationships between parents and children'.

More info

Chronology
Koorana (1974 - 1987)

McCall Centre (1971 – 2005?)

Related Entries
Run by

Department for Community Services, State of Western Australia (1 January 1985 - 1 October 1992)
Department for Community Development, State of Western Australia (1 October 1992 - 1 July 1995)
Child Welfare Department, State of Western Australia (22 December 1927 - 15 June 1972)
Department for Community Welfare, State of Western Australia (1972 - 1985)
Department for Family and Children's Services, State of Western Australia (1 July 1995 - 1 July 2001)
Department for Community Development, State of Western Australia (1 July 2001 - 30 June 2007)

Related Organisations
Hamilton Hill Hostel (1971 - 1994?)
The Hamilton Hill Hostel became part of a hostel system administered by the McCall Centre in 1990.
Date: 1990 - 1994?
Oceanview (1970 - 1995?)
The McCall Centre's residential unit moved to the Oceanview Hostel in 1989.

Resources
Western Australia. Department for Community Welfare, Annual Report: Department for Community Welfare,
1973 - 1984
Department for Community Development, State of Western Australia, Submission No 55 to the Senate Inquiry
into Children in Institutional Care, July 2003

Records
For more information and to access your records, follow the links below:

Records
Files - Community Welfare ("A" Series), State Records Office of Western Australia (25 August 1908 - 23
December 1990)
Correspondence files, single number series with 'B' [Child Endowment] prefix (1904 - 1974)
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