
Werribee
1962 – 1985
Other Names: Werribee Girls' Cottage

Details
Werribee (also known as Werribee Girls’ Cottage) in Victoria Park was established by the Methodist Homes for
Children in Victoria Park in 1962, and run by agencies of the Uniting Church after 1977. It accommodated girls of
high school age in a detached house setting on the Jarrah Road boundary of the Mofflyn campus. Girls who were
wards of the State were admitted, along with children admitted privately (by family or others). Werribee closed in
1985.

Government reports (Signposts 2004, pp.565-567) show that Werribee in Victoria Park (also known as Werribee
Girls’ Cottage) was a group home with live-in house ‘parents’. In 1969, the girls at Werribee include four girls who
were wards of the State. By 1975, there were nine girls aged 12-15 years who were housed at Werribee on a
short term basis

The Department of Child Welfare’s ‘Submission to the Committee of Enquiry into Residential Child Care’ in July
1976 (quoted in Signposts p.566) described Werribee, which: ‘had a garden, play area, trampoline, access to an
oval, tennis court, bikes and a range of sporting equipment. There were 3 bedrooms which would sleep three or
more girls per room; a study; 2 bathrooms and 2 toilets; and a storeroom; a pool or table tennis table; a TV,
piano, and radio or radiogram were available. Girls walked to school. The average length of stay was 9 months.
Holiday placements were actively sought for the children. Recreational activities included camping trips.’

Werribee closed in 1985.

In government records, Werribee is spelled in various ways including Warribee and Weeribee.

More info

Related Entries
Run by

Methodist Homes for Children (1922 - 1977)
Date: 1962 - 1977
Uniting Church Child and Family Care Services (1977 - 1984?)
Date: 1977 - 1984?
Mofflyn Child and Family Care Services (1984 - 30 June 2006)
Date: 1984 - 1985

Related Organisations
Mofflyn (1959 - 1984)
erribee was located on the Jarrah Road boundary of the Mofflyn campus.

https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/methodist-homes-for-children-2/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/uniting-church-child-and-family-care-services/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/mofflyn-child-and-family-care-services/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/mofflyn/


Resources
Methodist Homes for Children, Western Australia, The 'Homes' Herald, 1964 - 1978
Uniting Church in Australia (WA Synod), Department of Media, Western Impact, 1977 - 2007
Mofflyn, Submission No 160 to the Senate Inquiry into Children in Institutional Care, August 2003

Records
For more information and to access your records, follow the links below:

Records
Uniting WA Records (1920s - current)
Uniting Church (Synod of Western Australia) Archives, Records (1918 - 1980s)

You can view this page online by visiting https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/werribee/

http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Community_Affairs/Completed_inquiries/2004-07/inst_care/submissions/sublist
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/unitingcare-west-records/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/uniting-church-synod-of-western-australia-archives-records/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/werribee/

