
Board of Visitors, Heathcote
1929 – 1994

Details
A Board of Visitors for the Heathcote Reception Centre was introduced in 1929 for the independent oversight and
‘protection’ of patients.

[From the State Records Office of Western Australia]
Following an amendment to the Lunacy Act 1903 in 1920, a Board of Visitors system was introduced in Western
Australia for the protection of patients in psychiatric hospitals.

A Board of Visitors was established for each mental institution in the State. Each Board consisted of two medical
practitioners, one lawyer, one male and one female lay person. The Boards were empowered to enquire into the
workings of the hospital, make recommendations and also had authority to discharge patients. The Boards
operated independently of the Public Health Department as well as the hospital which the Board visited. The
Boards provided an independent avenue to patients who were concerned about their rights or welfare.

More info

Related Entries
Related Organisations

Heathcote (1929 - 1994)

Related Legislation
Lunacy Act Amendment Act 1920, Western Australia (1921 - 1962)
The Lunacy Act Amendment Act 1920 enabled a Board of Visitors to be set up at Heathcote.
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