
Royal Commission to inquire into the
Heathcote Mental Reception Home and
the administration of mental hospitals
generally, State of Western Australia
6 September 1938 – 30 November 1938

Details
A Royal Commission to inquire into the administration of Heathcote and other mental health hospitals was held in
Western Australia in 1938. The Report of the Royal Commission does not mention children, but it does describe
conditions at Heathcote and Claremont during years when children were sent there. Hospitals in the mental
health system were found to be over-crowded, with generally poor facilities and few activities to occupy and
rehabilitate patients.
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