
Hooker Creek Native Settlement
1948 – 1978
Other Names: Lajamanu

Details
Hooker Creek Native Settlement, 550 kilometres south west of Katherine, was established by the government in
1948. A large number of Aboriginal people from Yuendumu Native Settlement were moved there. A school
opened in 1954 but no dormitories were used. Missionaries from the Australian Baptist Home Mission resided
there from 1962. The settlement was handed over to the local community in 1978 and became known as
Lajamanu.

Hooker Creek Native Settlement was established by the government in 1948, 550 kilometres south west of
Katherine. The site was selected for the resettlement of a significant number of Warlpiri people from the
Yuendumu Native Settlement due to overcrowding and conflict.

The Warlpiri were transported to the new settlement by truck. On two occasions the group walked the 600
kilometres back to Yuendumu, but were trucked back again to Hooker Creek.

By 1953 the settlement comprised 160 people, including 46 children. A 1954 article in the West Australian
newspaper, penned by the school teacher, describes the temporary school room as ‘an angle-iron shed’ in which
the children sit at a ‘home-made bench.’

During 1955-56 a new school building and residences for a superintendent and teaching staff were built. No
dormitories were built.

Missionaries from the Australian Baptist Home Mission began to visit Hooker Creek during the early 1950s. The
first resident missionaries arrived at the settlement in 1962. The focus of their work was on establishing a church
and teaching Christianity to the people.

In 1978 Hooker Creek Native Settlement was handed over to Aboriginal Community control. The settlement was
renamed Lajamanu.
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School and pupils at Hooker Creek [altered from original title]



Trucks

Description: This image shows Aboriginal people being transferred to Hooker Creek
Settlement from Yuendumu in trucks.

More info

Related Entries
Run by

Australian Baptist Home Mission (c. 1945 - 1978)

Related Organisations
Yuendumu Native Settlement (1946 - 1976)
A large number of Warlpiri people from the Yuendumu Native Settlement were transported to the new Hooker
Creek Native Settlement in 1948

Records
For more information and to access your records, follow the links below:

Records
Records of Baptist Church Missions, Central Australia (1947 - 1970s)

You can view this page online by visiting https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/hooker-creek-native-
settlement/
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