
Dundas House
1961 – 1979?
Other Names: Receiving Home, Darwin

Details
Dundas House was opened in Darwin by the government in 1961 as a Receiving Home for girls up to the age of
12 and school aged boys who required temporary accommodation. Children accommodated at the Home for
more than one week were enrolled in schools in the Darwin area. It accommodated up to 12 children with two
staff members. In 1966 a new dormitory enabled 28 children to be accommodated at one time. Dundas House is
thought to have closed around 1979.

Dundas House opened on 5 July 1961 as a Receiving Home for girls up to the age of 12 and school aged boys
who required temporary accommodation. Most children remained at the Home for less than one month, although
some could remain there for several months. Children accommodated at the Home for more than one week were
enrolled in schools in the Darwin area.

Dundas House was described in the 1961 Northern Territory Report as ‘a modern brick building with
accommodation for twelve children and two staff members’.

In March 1964 a social worker reported problems with finding accommodation at Dundas House. In seeking
placement for two boys aged 6 and 7, it was noted that it was ‘again almost full’. This meant that the boys had to
be placed instead in a separate room at Palmerston House, which was meant for adolescent girls. The social
workers’s report noted that:

This incident shows that accommodation at Dundas House is already becoming inadequate and in the
event of even one large family being admitted all our resources of emergency foster homes may be
insufficient.

In 1966 a new dormitory was added to the Home which increased the number of children that could be
accommodated to 28. A superintendent and matron were appointed, the latter being a trained nurse. The Annual
Report for 1965-66 noted:

Many of the the children admitted were infants from outlying areas brought to Darwin for medical treatment.
A large group of residents were children whose parents were unable to care for them during periods of
illness or other emergencies.

Dundas House is thought to have closed around 1979.



More info

Related Entries
Run by

Welfare Branch, Northern Territory Administration, Australian Government (1955 - 1970)
Date: 1961 - 1970
Welfare Division, Northern Territory Administration, Australian Government (1970 - 1972)
Date: 1970 - 1972
Department of Aboriginal Affairs, Northern Territory Division, Australian Government (1972 - 1990)
Date: 1972 - 1974
Community Welfare Section, Department of the Northern Territory, Australian Government (1974 - 1977)
Date: 1974 - 1977
Department of Community Services, Northern Territory Government (1977)
Date: 1977 -
Department of Community and Social Development, Northern Territory Government (1977 - 1978)
Date: 1977 - 1978
Department of Community Development, Northern Territory Government (1978 - 1987)
Date: 1978 - 1979?

Related Organisations
Adolescent Receiving Home (1961 - 1963)
When the Receiving Home, Darwin closed, young children were transferred to Dundas House and older girls to
the Adolescent Receiving Home.

Records
For more information and to access your records, follow the links below:

Records
Palmerston House - Receiving Home for Adolescent Girls, Darwin (1960 - 1976)
Correspondence files, annual single number series, Northern Territory Administration (1915 - 1978)
Fostering files with 'F' prefix, Northern Territory Welfare Branch and successors (1950 - 1999)
Correspondence files, Welfare Branch, Northern Territory Administration (1959 - 1978)
Correspondence files relating to the alleviation of distress with "A" prefix, Northern Territory Welfare Branch
and successors (1939 - 1966)
Correspondence files relating to children with "C" prefix, Northern Territory Welfare Branch and successors
(1958 - 1982)
Correspondence files relating to State Children with "SC" prefix, Northern Territory Welfare Branch and
successors (1958 - 1980)
Correspondence files relating to social development with "SD" prefix, Northern Territory Social Development
Branch and successors (1974 - 1980)
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