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Detalls

As part of the UK Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse, which ran from 2015-2022, the Inquiry
investigated child migration programs to Australia, Canada, New Zealand and Zimbabwe. Research and hearings
took place in 2017, and the Investigation Report was published in March 2018.

The Inquiry asked a series of questions about child migration schemes, focussing on how much the sending
agencies and government in the UK knew about conditions and abuse in Australia, and whether they responded
appropriately at the time. It heard evidence from former child migrants, the sending agencies, and the UK
government who oversaw the child migration schemes. While conditions for child migrants in all countries were
investigated, the number of child migrants sent to Australia especially post-WWII meant there was a focus on
child migrants’ experiences in Australia.

The Inquiry concluded that most organisations knew something of the conditions in Australia, and noted that
some organisations deliberately did not investigate further. In other cases, the Inquiry concluded that sending
organisations and the UK government were aware of sexual abuse of child migrants in Australian institutions, and
they had failed in not responding in any way, and had therefore exposed other children to the abuse.

The Inquiry also noted ways that children were unable to report abuse at the time, including how communications
between child migrants and their families were tightly controlled “and that letters were censored” (Child Migration
Programmes: Investigation Report, p.14). It also noted that both parents and children were lied to, with parents
being told their children could return to the UK whenever they wished, and children being told their parents died in
the War (Child Migration Programmes: Investigation Report, p.15).

Some witnesses noted they had been abused in institutions in the UK before being sent to Australia, and
discussed that they “believed they may have been sent to Australia because they had reported their sexual abuse
in [the UK]” (Child Migration Programmes: Investigation Report, p.12).

The Inquiry concluded that while the child migration scheme had been conducted badly by the sending agencies
and other organisations that were part of the scheme, it was “successive British governments” that enabled the
scheme to continue for so long, despite evidence about conditions for child migrants in Australia, risk of abuse
and the increasing rejection of the scheme by childcare professionals “on ethical and moral grounds” (Child
Migration Programmes: Investigation Report, p.ix). It noted that:
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post-War child migration was a fundamentally flawed policy, and that [the British government] failed to
ensure that there were in place sufficient measures to protect children from sexual abuse (as well as other
forms of abuse and neglect). Child Migration Programmes: Investigation Report, p.150.

The Inquiry recommended that a redress scheme for child migrants be established, and the Payment Scheme for
former British Child Migrants opened in 2019. The Inquiry also recommended further institutional apologies occur,
and that any organisations involved in child migration actively work to preserve and make available all records
they hold about child migration.
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