
Royal Park Mental Hospital and
Receiving House
1907 – 1999
Other Names: Royal Park Hospital for the Insane

Royal Park Psychiatric Hospital

Details
Royal Park Receiving House was opened by the Victorian Government in 1907 at Royal Park. It was a facility for
the short term diagnosis and treatment of people with mental illness or intellectual disability. Patients requiring
more extensive treatment were transferred from the Receiving House to other mental health hospitals in Victoria.
In 1909 the Royal Park Mental Hospital was opened nearby as an extension to the Receiving House. It admitted
patients who required longer-term treatment, with many patients transferred to the Mental Hospital from the
Receiving House. The hospital was initially known as the Royal Park Hospital for the Insane until 1934, when the
name was changed to the Royal Park Mental Hospital.

From 1954 the Royal Park Mental Hospital stopped admitting long-term patients, and was used as a hospital for
short-term diagnosis and treatment only. At the same time the name for the hospital and the receiving house was
changed to the Royal Park Psychiatric Hospital. In 1995 the hospital became part of the services of the Royal
Melbourne Hospital. It closed in 1999.

While the Royal Park Mental Hospital and Receiving House were primarily institutions for adult patients, they are
known to have admitted children and young people as well.  Many young people were admitted directly by their
families or doctors, however some, including wards of the state, were admitted by the Child Welfare Department.
Some young patients were admitted for only a few weeks, while others remained there for years. From the 1960s
the hospital began to develop programs specifically tailored for children and young people, which mostly operated
out of what had been the Receiving House. In 1965 a new unit called the Parkville Psychiatric Unit was opened at
the Hospital. This was initially an adult unit but was shortly changed to an adolescent unit. In 1988 a research unit
called the Early Psychosis Prevention and Intervention Centre was established, which later became part of the
Orygen Research Centre. In 2025 this still occupies the Receiving House site.

Gallery

Royal Park Psychiatric Hospital - front view of Administration building looking
south-west

Description: This is a photograph of the administration block at the Royal Park
Psychiatric Hospital, also known as the Royal Park Mental Hospital. It shows are large,
plain, rectangular brick building with a shallow porch jutting out over the central entrance.
Older more decorative buildings can be seen on either side of the adminsitration block.
Two large trees stand directly in front of the building.



Former Royal Park Psychiatric Hospital

Description: This is an image of one of the buildings of the former Royal Park
Psychiatric Hospital, also known as the Royal Park Mental Hospital. It shows a red brick
Federation style building with red tiles, front verandahs, and yellow details. The front
entrance is in the centre of the building and has an ornate face above it. It is flanked on
either side by semi-octagonal protrusions. This building was possibly one of the patient
wards.

More info

Related Entries
Run by

Department of Human Services, State Government of Victoria (1995 - December 2014)
Health and Community Services, State Government of Victoria (1992 - 1995)
Department of Health, State Government of Victoria (2021 - current)
Health Commission of Victoria (1978 - 1985)
Mental Hygiene Branch (1944 - 1959)
Department of Mental Hygiene (1934 - 1944)
Lunacy Department (1905 - 1934)

Resources
Escapee Is Boy They Can't Hold, The Herald, 22 June 1954

Records
For more information and to access your records, follow the links below:

Records
Records of Royal Park Mental Hospital and Receiving House, Public Record Office Victoria (1907 - 1999)
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