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I am very happy to accede to

the request  of  the Convener of
K i l donan ,  t he  Rev .  J .  H .  P r i ce ,
and wr i te  a br ie f  messaqe.

The Home is  doing a splendid work,  and makes
i ts  own appeal .  Those on the Commit tee,  being
themselves parents,  have an understanding of ,  and
sympathy rv i th ,  the needs of  the chi ldren.  and the
b r i gh t - f aced  and  we l l - ca red - fo r  boys  and  g i r l s
ref  lect  the fa i th fu l  d ischarge of  duty and personal
i n te res t  i n  eve ry  ch i l d .

The young and growing chi ld  craves for  love and
protect ion and understanding-sach chi ld  has i ts
own personal i ty-and the Home cares for  thei r
phys i ca l  hea l t h ,  men ta l  t r a i n i ng  and ,  sp i r i t ua l
nur ture,  and provides the extra and important
a tmosphe re  o f  a  t r ue  home.  To  v i s i t  "K i l donan , ,
i s  t o  see  a  hea l t hy  band  o f  boys  and  g i r l s  con -
tented and happy,  growing up to be future c i t izens
o f  wh i ch  Chu rch  and  S ta te  w i l l  be  p roud .  Our
thanks are due to the Convener and h is  fa i th fu l

Commit tee,  a lso to so many loyal  fo lk  who volun-
ta r i l y  g i ve  t ime  and  expe r t  know ledge  i n  ca r i ng
fo r  ou r  ch i l d ren .

May God b less those who remember in  thel r
p raye rs  and  i n  t he i r  g i v i ng  " t h i s "  and  o the r  , 'Homes

o f  ou r  Chu rch . "
J. HADDON BATES,

Moderator .

Administrat ive Block (Northern Aspect)
In the foreground is the 5-bed Hospi ta l  and Dispensary.
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The Commit tee is  g lad to

int roduce.  wi th th is  76th An-

nual  Report ,  the new Super in-

tendent  of  the Ki ldonan Home,

Mr .  A .  Spence r  Co l l i ve r ,  B .A . ,
D ip .Ed .  Mr .  Co l l i ve r  comes  to

us f rom the teaching profession

wi th a deep desi re to undertake
soc ia l  and  sp i r i t ua l  wo rk  among  unde r -p r i v i l eged
chi ldren.  l t  is  a source of  great  encouragement to
the Commit tee that  we have the leadershio of  a
man so wel l  equipped to engage in a v i ta l  socia l
serv ice to the communi ty ,  par t icu lar ly  at  a t ime
when the demands of  the changing character  of
ch i l d  we l f a re  wo rk  requ i re  ca re fu l  p l ann ing .  We
commend Mr.  Col l iver  to  the prayer  and support
of  our  people and to a l l  whom th is  repor t  may
come.

I t  is  wi th great  p leasure and a st rong sense (

vocat ion that  I  take up the dut ies of  Manage
Super in tenden t  o f  t he  K i l donan  Home.  Wh i l

for  some l5 years I  have been engaged in work r

some k ind amongst  ch i ldren,  la t ter ly  the nee<

of  depr ived chi ldren have presented a greatr

cha l l enge .

As the socia l  s t ructure changes,  so do the soci
problems.  To-day there are very few t rue orphar
in Homes,  but  the number of  ch i ldren f rom broke
homes-where d ivorce and deser t ion have cause
a col lapse of  normal  home l i fe- is  growing rapid l
Th i s  i s  a  comp lex  f am i l y  p rob lem w i th  mar
facets,  such as inadequate housing,  economic i r
secur i ty ,  in f ide l i ty ,  unwi l l ingness by parents 1
assume the  respons ib i l i t i es  o f  f am i l y  l i f e  and  l o r
of  personal  Chr is t ian fa i th .  Only the combine
ef for ts  of  Church and State d i rected towards pre
vent ive measures can br ing any essent ia l  chang
in  t he  s i t ua t i on .



T i l l  t hen  we  mus t  do  ou r  u tmos t  t o  p rov ide  fo r
the t rue v ic t ims of  these bro l<en homes-the chi l -
d ren .  l t  i s  no t  an  ove r - s imp l i f i ca t i on  t o  say  t ha t
ou r  a im  shou ld  be  to  g i ve  t he  ch i l d ren  a  home as
much  l i ke  t he  no rma l  hcme  i n  t he  commun i t y  as
possib le.  l f  we do not ,  they wi l l  reach adul thood
soc ia l l y  i nadequa te  and  emo t i ona l l y  immatu re .

One cannot  but  be impressed wi th the beauty
o f  K i l donan  and  i t s  su r round inqs .  The  Commi t t ee
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Ki ldonan-their  Home-for  some the only home they

have  known .

has done everyth ing to prov ide for  the physical
needs  o f  t he  ch i l d ren ,  and  the  bu i l d i ngs  and
equ ipmen t  a re  t he  ve ry  f  i nes t .  l t  i s  t he  con t i nu ing
responsib i l i ty  of  those of  us on the staf f  to  use
these  fac i l i t i es  and  to  g i ve  t he  ch i l d ren  the  l ove ,
af fect ion and personal  at tent ion of  which they have
been depr ived.

Both my wi fe and I  have been encouraged l ry
the many expressions of  goodwi l l  f rom members
of  commit tee and f r iends of  the Home. Together
we look forward to accompl ish ing much for  the
g i r l s  and  boys  i n  t he  com ing  yea rs .

The Children
At  p resen t  t he re  a re  lO0  ch i l d ren  i n  t he  ca re  o f

t rhe Home. Dur ing the year ,  l2 l  have passed
through;  33 have been d;scharged;  21 have been
admit ted.  Every chi ld  went  out  for  the Chr is tmas
hcl idays and the major i ty  for  the May and Sep-
tember  vaca t i on .  Many  endu r i ng  f r i endsh ips  a re
made  i n  t h i s  way .  The  As ian  ' f l u  a f f ec ted  85  o f
t he  ch i l d ren ,  t hough  none  se r i ous l y .  N ine  mem-
bers of  the staf f  were a lso i l l ,  and emergency con-
di t ions prevai led for  two weeks.  We are thankfu l
that  a l l  recovered and are now in the best  of  heal th.



A Parcel and a Child
He was one of  those chi ldren who received l i t t le  at tent ion f rom ouis ide.

Parents or  re lat ives never  came; pen f r iends were few and i r regular .  The
ProsPect  of  h is  for thcoming b i r thday was not  v iewed wi th any great  exc i tement ,
and  when  the  day  a r r i ved  i t  was ,  apa r t  f r om the  l< ind l y  g ree t i ngs  o f  t hose  i n
the Home, just  another  day.  Then the postman arr ived.

" l f  , " ,exc la imed the Of f ice Secretary,  as she st ruggled throuqh the door wi th
an armful  of  parcels ,  " the Moderator 's  Bi r thday Appeal  cont inues at  th is  rate,
you  w i l l  need  to  ge t  me  a  shopp ing  i eep . "  The  pa rce l s  sp i l l ed  ou t  o f  he r  a rms

"Look at  the new shoes I  got  for
my bir thday."

on to the table.  The sor t ing began.
I t  was obviously  "Tommy's"  b i r thday.  A post-

card,  two let ters,  and four  myster ious parcels  were
soon put  to  one s ide,  and the of f ice staf f  t r ied to
guess what  form the goodness of  b i r thday spon-
sors had taken th is  t ime.  When "Tommv" came
ou i  o f  schoo l ,  and  was  p resen ted  w i th  t h i s  bund le ,
he looked somewhat  s tunned.  Do you remember
lhe exci temenl-  you fe l t  when your  f ingers began
to  t ug  a t  t he  s t r i ng  o f  a  pa rce l  on  you r  b i r t hday?
You wi l l  know how "Tommy" fe l t  as he opened h is
pa rce l s .  H i s  eyes  g leamed  w i th  p leasu re  as  he
tore of f  the wrappings.  There was a pai r  of  s l ippers
-h is  others were in  holes- there was a new pul lover  wi th a b lock of  chocolate
tucked in the middle,  a toy which no other  boy possessed,  and a book.

"Tommy's"  exper ience is  typ ical  of  many of  the chi ldren s ince the Modera-
tor  of  the Presbyter ian Church,  Reverend J.  H.  Bates,  made the Bi r thday
Appeal  l t  brought  a s teady response f rom Gui lds,  Brotherhoods and indiv i -
dua l s .  As  a  resu l t ,  ch i l d ren  l i ke  "Tommy"  have  been  g i ven  rea l  p l easu re  and
very usefu l  presents.

Our s incere thanks are due to both the Moderator  and a l l  who so readi lv
came forward as b i r thdav sDonsors.

"They should f i t  a l l  r ight . "

'i;



Central Office Moved to Kildonan
The Central  Off ice ol .r !"  Home, which for manyyears was at 99 Russell Street, 

"ra 
if,"" later at156 Coi l ins Srreet.  n".  no*-0"; ;" ; ; ; ""  to theHome. New off ice

,ll ?"1^ J,; d ;;;.".,"Jil::"ffi :a:, ffix -f;rnquir ies should be directed i" af. . l"- f f" ' rn".

?fl&Matron hetps some of the children into the starion wagon.

Samrny, our dog, and two of his many frieSammy is rhe otdest member 
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New Station Waggon
For some years a sma. l l  u t i l i ty  ; ;  used by theHome, but  th is  was inadequate, ,  b ; ; ;  ;soods and children. The'new *rr,"r""l j1;1,;:stat ion waggon) is  oowp. f , , i  - - : . - ' : ;=

ideal  for  both passer  
powerfu l ' .  s t rongly bui l t  andB ".",." ;i ;; "; ;lffJ; i?: Ji;,.,x' T: ";,#:""1:

many.  l t  can take up. to a dozen chi lJr" , ,  for  out_

;:1.:.,i ffl':i"1"!o 
the dentist *'r,41,..,,on" au

to a truck capable ort t l^ ' l : "" .be 
quickly converted

t cart ing I  ton of goods.

New



Foster Homes
Recent ly  the Execut ive Commit tee agreed to the

pol icy of  prov id ing foster  homes for  ch i ldren
whereve r  poss ib le  and  p rac t i cab le .  Ac tua l l y  t h i s  i s
a re- in t roduct ion of  one of  Ki ldonan's ear ly  pr in-

c i p l es  o f  ch i l d  ca re ,  and  i s  ano the r  way  o f  pu rsu ing
the basic  pr inc ip le of  prov id ing a normal  home-
l i f e  f o r  t he  ch i l d .

The re  a re  f ew  ch i l d ren  who  wou ld  be  ava i l ab le
for  foster-homes,  but  severa I  factors need to be
remembered.

o The best  fcster-home is  one in which there are
two  o r  t h ree  o the r  ch i l d ren .

o The foster  ch i ld  should be e i ther  o lder  or
younge r  t han  the  ch i l d ren  o f  f os te r -pa ren ts .  A
foster-chi ld  of  the same age or  sex causes f r ic-
t icn and jealousy.

O Foster-parents should seek f i rs t  the wel fare of
the foster-chi ld .  So cf ten the mot ive is  to  f  ind
a companion for  foster-parents chi ld ,  or  per-
haps to g ive personal  sat is fact ion to the parents.
To g ive a pr ivate home to a chi ld  for  several
years helps to overcome the ef f ects of its
depr ivat ion.

Gifts of food or clothing may be rai led f  ree

i f  marked FOR RELIEF.  "K i ldonun l '  Pr " r -

byter ian Chi ldren's Home, c/o MAYNE

NICKLESS Pty. Ltd.,  Spencer Street,  Rai l -

way Stat ion, MELBOURNE.

FrienGls-two recent admissions.
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The  f i nes t  i nhe r i t ance  tha t  can  be  handed

r c w n  t o  a  l i t t l e  c h i l d  i s  t h e  w a r m  s e c u r i t y  o f  a
- .  W i thou t  t h i s  he  i s  dep r i ved  o f  su re  f ounda t i ons

:u r l d ,  and  o f t en  seeks  secu r i t y  i n  a  gang  o f  bad
The  na tu ra l  haza rds  o f  l i f e  and  the  s ins  o f  o the rs
: h i l d  u n s e t t l e d  a n d  i l l  a t  e a s e .  T h i s  c a l l s  u p o n
. r i a n  g o o d w i l i  t o  p r o v i d e  f i r m  g r o u n d  i n t o  w h i c h
:nd  take  ho ld .  Th i s  t he  P resby te r i an  Chu rch  i s
.  t h r o u g h  K i l d o n a n  H o m e .

: - t ed  t o  know o f  t he  new Drope r t y  t ha t  has  been
- - =  g o o d  f i n a n c i a l  m a n a g e m e n t ,  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  g r o u p

:  t he  en te rp r i ses  and  advances  tak ing  p lace  i n

ae  to  assu re  t he  Commi t t ee  and  the  S ta { f  t ha t
g h  a n d  h o n o u r e d  p l a c e  i n  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  C h u r c h ,

-  . r . rembers of  the Church are p leased to l<now of
: :  n g  d o n e  o n  t h e i r  b e h a l f  .  W e  s h o u l d  a l l  p r a y

- ' .  c e  g i v e n  b y  t h e  H o m e  a n d  f o r  i t s  c o n t i n u e d
3 :d  b less  a l l  t ha t  t he  Commi t t ee  and  S ta f  f  p l an

S .  A .  GODDARD,  Modera to r .

r . G A R  R O A D  _  O U R  F I R S T  F A I / I ! L Y - G R O U P  H O I V l E ,

$yt-4€,
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