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GOVERNMENT O~~.'iPERN AUSTRALIA 

CHILD WELFARE DEPARTMENT 

508 HAY STREfT, PERI'B . 

.. _ -_. / 

.... YOung 

• AIR lIAIL . 1>/ 31" • 
The Secretl!lry, 

Department ot Immigration, 
CAllBERRA. ~. 

( .,., 0-' ,Ill-~ I .(/"» 

Dear 3ir, 
Your Re~ereDoe No . 1'}/}/1} . 

I acknowlodge the receipt ot your letter ot the 
1st ins tant regarding tha proYision ot case histories ot ohild 
migranta, as dealt with in percs . 17-19 ot the John ~a. Report . 

, I aleo wish to tbl:nlI: you tor torward.1.ng cophs 
or oorrespondsDoe trom London on this point . 

In oonneotion with your inquiry as ~o t~ propo.ala 
formul ated in this Stste tor the screening or migrant children by 
s overnmeot oftioials, thia is a subjeot Whioh bas been under 
oonsideratioo tor some t i me . In the pest there h ••• bean 
oomplaints about the physioal and mentel etandarde or ohildren 
who bava arrived under the Chil4 ~ratioD 3Gheme and therefore , 
in order to bave 80me beaio knowledge or the children taa.dlately 
tollowing their errivel here, it 1.a DOW propoaed thet they be 
tested by • team ot doctora, dentiats and psychologiats to 
asoertain their physioal and mental 8tend.rda tro. the vary 
oommencement ot tbeir aojourn in thi8 Stata. 

II.rraDRamanta have be.n c~let'd and t~ l'arioUi 
oustodian authorit ies bava baen advi •• 4 tbat tbea. azam1natiaoa 
will ba carried out In tbe institutions withIn one aontb ot the 
arrival ot migrant obildren in future and I as glad ~o .ay t~t 
eaoh organIsation has weloomed this sobeme . Utidoubtedly it 
will be ot valUe to all concerned, partioularly the chIldren 
and will enable the custodian ond 8ue.rd1an authoriti •• to 
unders tand the type 01 ohild and to put right any pb)'doal 
detecta wh i oh may become apparant following ~be initial ex ... ~ 
inationa . 

~ oopy ot mw letter to one ot tbe ouatodian 
authorities ia attacbed ao tbat you will sea how e.ch ••• 
advisad of this new development . 

Yours ~oi .~ullY , 

'tnclo. 



COP Y. 

The Oil·ector, 
Catholi c Zpiacopal Ulgration 

snd :{elfen As.ocletion , 
81 St . Gear e ls Terrace, 

PERTH . 

near FOther Deplenl , 

CHlLD '/fE.U"AR! IEPAR!l"~'" 

s08 Hay 3t reet, Per~b. 

}1st Uarch , 1955. 

"or ear..!! time peat this Department tHill felt t btl 
newly- ar rived mi~rant ohildren ehou14 be ~horoughly exa~lned by 
doctors , den t iste , opticiaDS and paychologista to aaoertain 
wh6~her or not each ohild requ i res any attention and also to 
l aa rn p~rtioulors at the child ' s meot bl cepabilitlea. 

It i8 cODa i dered that by mak i ng an early taating or 
each new chi ld on ar rival , an opportun i ty will be given to carry 
out 8ny t reatl!lent required and will elsa be of beneI'll. to tba 
custod i an author i ties and our3elves to know tbe type of ohild 
receivad . 

11' these teat cbecks reveal that a child wee not 
r eally 8 su i tab l e subject fo r i~~ratlon purposas , a report will 
then be lent on to the Department of I~grat ioD , tenberra and that 
De partment i n t urn wil l no doubt communIcate wltb t~ appropriate 
author i ty i n the country from wbicb tbe cbild oame . Tbie will 
undoubtedly bave the effect of further children belAA !DOre 
ef fa ct ively aoreened before they are selec t ed. to emlSrate to thia 
St ate . 

Tbe Hon . Premier , who hi alSo 1t1n1.t.er for Chlld 
".,Har e , baa appr oved of tbe De pertcent fa recolDandotioD alo", the 
l i nea aet out above and a rra~e~nts ~ll b. ee4e 80 thet ahlldran 
arrivlnr in Hutern Australia under the tb i M a~rat.ion Jehe08 will 
in futu re b. tested i n t·he i nstitut.1ona with i n on~ .onth o f the 
date or tbeir arrival . 

I am sure you wi l l ar ree tbet th i s arranp~~n~ will 
be at benef1 to ell concerned and the Depert~n ".018 o.r~ell1 
t.he it will r aca i ve ',ou· orp'an i88~ion ' s eo- ope r at i on I n ttle 
oarryi ng out or theBa tes~a wben tbe profess i onel peraona ,Who.o 
s~rvi ce s heve baen secured by ~bts Depertment, vl slt ,our Bo ... . 

Yours felthfully, 
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