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OUR BOYS H O M t A T C O I . L I L , W . A . 

Our Collie Boys' Homes 

S I T U A T E D some 1 3 0 m i l e s f r o m 
P e r t h , a n d about s ix m i l e s f r o m 
the t o w n s h i p o f C o l l i e , o u r B o y s ' 

H o m e f o r W e s t e r n A u s t r a l i a — o n e o f 
the largest i n the C o m m o n w e a l t h — I s 
s i t u a t e d . 

T h e E s t a t e covers a n a r e a o f 2 0 0 0 
acres, a n d , b e i n g w e l l w a t e r e d by the 
C o l l i e R i v e r , i t c a r r i e s some o f the finest 
o f t h e j a r r a h forests , f o r w h i c h the 
south-west o f W . A . is so w e l l n o t e d . 

I t w o u l d be h a r d to p i c t u r e a m o r e 
pleasant scene t h a n o n e t h a t presents 
i t s e l f o n first a r r i v a l . C o m i n g r o u n d 
a b e n d i n the r o a d , a n d e m e r g i n g f r o m 
the h e a v y t i m b e r , the w h o l e S e t t l e m e n t 
comes i n t o v i e w . T h e m a i n b u i l d i n g s , 
w i t h the schoolhouses , b a r n s , s tables , 
d a i r y . Off icers ' quarters , e tc . , w i t h the 
r iver i n the f o r e g r o u n d , suggest a s m a l l 
\ i l l a g e , w h i l s t the horses a n d c a t t l e 
.U'razing i n t h e a d j a c e n t p a d d o c k s l e n d 
j ieacefulness to t h e p i c t u r e . 

A t present there are about n i n e t y -
<"ight boys i n the t w o H o m e s , t h e i r ages 
r a n g i n g f r o m f o u r to fifteen years . T h e 
m a j o r i t y are S t a t e b o y s — i . e . , b o y s , w h o , 
^ery o f t e n t h r o u g h n o f a u l t o f t h e i r 
o w n , are l e f t dest i tute a n d u n c a r e d f o r . 

C o n s e q u e n t l y , i f not r e c l a i m e d i n t i m e , 
they o f t e n become associated w i t h b a d 
c o m p a n y , w h i c h b r i n g s t h e m b e f o r e the 
C h i l d r e n ' s C o u r t . 

P r i v a t e cases are a l s o p r o v i d e d f o r . 
I t o f t e n h a p p e n s that a m a n loses h i s 
w i f e a n d is lef t w i t h a y o u n g f a m i l y ; 
o r a w o m a n loses her h u s b a n d ; a n d i n 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s l i k e these. T h e A r m y 
offers a s p l e n d i d home f o r the b e r e a v e d 
c h i l d r e n . 

I n most cases, w h e n the bovs a n i v e 
at the age o f f o u r t e e n years they a r e 
p l a c e d i n s i t u a t i o n s . T h e m a j o r i t y o f 
these l a d s t u r n out so s a t i s f a c t o r y t h a t 
a l m o s t e v e r y m a i l b r i n g s a p p l i c a t i o n s , 
f r o m a l l over the States , o f f e r i n g a g o o d 
s i t u a t i o n , a n d prospects , to ' a C o l l i e 
b o y . ' 

T h e f o l l o w i n g resume w i l l g i v e some 
i d e a o f a d a v i n the l ives o f the b o y s 
at C o l l i e : — ' 

A t 6 a . m . the boys r ise , m a k e t h e i r 
beds , w a s h , a n d are ready f o r b r e a k f a s t , 
w h i c h i s .served at 6 .45 a . m . T h i s i s 
f o l l o w e d b y m o r n i n g p r a y e r s , l e d bv a n 
0(fi<-er, w h i l s t some o f the c o n v e r t e d 
b o y s t a k e a n act ive p a r t . A f t e r p r a y e r s 
e a c h boy has his .>[)eci.il d u t v to per-
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HOY S C O l - T S AT D l l i r , ! , 

f o r m , w h i c h i s c h a n g e d m o n t h l y , so 

g i v i n g the b o y s a n a l l - r o u n d exper ience . 

It a l s o h e l p s the di f ferent Officers to 

i iccome tetter a c q u a i n t e d w i t h t h e l a d s . 

T h e s e d u t i e s c o n s i s t o f s c r u b b i n g , sweep

i n g , d u s t i n g , w a s h i n g (both c lothes a n d 

dishes) , s e t t i n g t a b l e s , d a i r y w o r k , w o o d -

chop]) ing . g a r d e n i n g , etc. T h e bovs 

al.so have g a r d e n s o f t h e i r o w n . i n w h i c h 

they raise e i t h e r vegetables o r f lowers, 

a c c o r d i n g t o t h e i r s e p a r a t e tastes. 

A f t e r w o r k is f i n i s h e d , the b o y s h a v e 

t i m e f o r p l a y , t i l l i t is t i m e t o p r e p a r e 

f o r school at 9 . 3 0 . T h e y are out a g a i n 

nt 1 1 . 3 0 , a n d a f e w o f the ' d u t y boys ' 

h e l p to set the t a b l e s f o r d i n n e r , w h i c h 

interest ing event takes p l a c e 

at 12 o ' c l o c k . I t is q u i t e a 

treat t o see h o w h e a r t i l y the 

l ioys eat a n d e n j o y t h e i r 

m e a l s . 

. A f t e r d i n n e r comes m o r e 

p l a y , t i l l .school t i m e , 1 . 3 0 

p . m . ; a n d , at 4 . 3 0 p . m . , the 

Officer o n d u t y i s r e m i n d e d 

by w h o o p s a n d shouts w h e n 

his y o u n g c h a r g e s h a v e once 

more finished lessons f o r the 

( lay, a n d are r e a d y , o r f u l l y 

p r i m e d , f o r a n y f u n , p l a y , or 

m i s c h i e f w h i c h m a v present 

i t s e l f . 

T e a is t a k e n at 5 . 3 0 p . m . 

\t every m e a l , b e f o r e a n d 

af ter , grace is e i t h e r s u n g , o r 

one boy is c h o s e n to ask a 

b l e s s i n g . 

A f t e r tea , w'hen the d a y s 

are l o n g , the b o y s a r e f o u n d 

r o m p i n g a n d p l a y i n g a b o u t 

out o f d o o r s , w h i l e 

d u r i n g w i n t e r , w h e n 

the evenings are 

c o l d , some o f t h e m 

p l a y games i n the 

b o y s ' d i n i n g - r o o m , 

w h i l s t others g r o u p 

thi-mselves a r o u n d a 

c r a c k l i n g j a r r a h fire, 

intent ly l i s t e n i n g to 

some story r e a d or 

t o l d by a n Officer. 

X e x t come e\en-

i n g j i r a y e r s , w i t h 

some s i n g i n g , a n d a 

l i t t l e t a l k f r o m the 

B i b l e by the Officer 

o n d u t y . 

I t is now e i g h t 

o 'c l rx ;k . a n d t i m e f o r b e d . S o m e 

boys s t i l l find s o m e t h i n g t o t a l k 

a l iout . w h i l s t o t h e r s r e a d . T h e n ' g o o d 

n i g h t , ' a n d off to d r e a m l a n d , w h i c h , 

w i t h the b o y s , is just a matter o f l a y i n g 

their heads o n t h e i r p i l l o w s . 

A n Off icer a l w a y s sleeps i n w h a t i s 

c a l l e d the g u a r d - r o o m — a s m a l l r o o m 

p l a c e d tetween the t w o d o r m i t o r i e s , w i t h 

w i n d o w s o \ e r l o o k i n g e a c h — t o k e e p a n 

eye o n a n y t h i n g w h i c h m a y need atten

t i o n . T h e r e a r e n o b o l t e d doors or 

w i n d o w s . W e e n d e a v o u r t o m a k e t h e 

hoys f e e l t h a t t h e y are tru.5ted, a n d 't 

is a s i g n i f i c a n t f a c t that , f o r s o m e t h i n g 

l i k e e i g h t e e n m o n t h s , there has not been 

THE T n l l E E O F T U E B O Y S — T H E B A K E R , 

G A R D E N A N D W O O D B O Y 

Taken at their request under the colours 
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one case o f a b s c o n d 
i n g . 

L i k e a l l o t h e r 

b o y s . they h a v e 

diffen-nt s^rasons f o r 

their xar ions games 

— f i > ) t b a ' l , c r i c k e t , 

rounders , tops , a n d 

hosts o f others ; Vuu 

f o o t b a l l a n d cricki-r 

seem to be the most 

]Ki[)ular . 

T i v re i> a l i i \ e ! \ 

pool ::: tiie i i \ e r , , i 

short 'li-^tanre t r i ;n i 

the H ' i u e > . w i i i c i i 

f<.)ini,~ an i d e . i : 

s w i n d l i n g - pdr .d . 

W i t h I J l e ]:<)>>. t h i -

is n o iii_:ubi the 

d o m i i i a l i i i g s j iort . 

that they are a s 

the water as o n 

poss ib le to descr ibe the f u n a m i 

j o y the boys haxe d i v i n g f r o m the s i j r i i i g -

i ioards . m d o\ 'erhang:ng b r a n c l ' i e s . d u c k 

i n g anc] r a c i n g each <ither. a m i d s t . i [ l e r -

fect b a b e l ot 

s h o u t s a n i 

laughter . It 

m i g h t be men

t ioned that , 

last s w i m -

mint : season. 

a m i it i> a fa<'i 

m u c i i at home iu 
l a n d . i t is i n i -

P A D D Y , W H O I S O N E O F T H E I N D t S P E X S A B L E 

H A N D S O F T H E E S T A T E 

i H K . M A . N A i . i ; : : .s y i A i i T K i ; . > 

out o f about s i x t y boys at o u r X o . I I . 

H o m e , there were o n l v three w h o c o u l d 

not s w i m . 

W h e n one r e m e m b e r s that e\erv A u s 

t r a l i a n s u m m e r n u m t e r s o f p e o p l e lose 

their l ives at the seas ide , a n d t h r o u g h 

f a l l i n g i n t o d a m s a n d r ivers i n the c o u n 

t r y , it w i l l be underst<x)d that f o r l a d s 

to l e a r n to s w i m is not o n l y o f g r e a t 

p h y s i c a l benefit to t h e m s e l v e s , b u t , m o r e 

over , e a c h is l i t t i n g h i m s e l f to assist i n 

s a \ i n g l i f e . 

I t is a l i r a n c h o f o u r o p e r a -

tif)ns w h i c h is e x t r e m e l y i n t e r 

e s t i n g , as o f t e n beneath a r u g g e d 

e x t e r i o r is f o u n d s p l e n d i d q u a l i 

fications a m i n o b l e c h a r a c t e r , 

' a n d t o see the la<ls d e \ e l o p -

i n g i n t o \ o u t l i in the posses

s ion o f n o b l e i d e a l s in l i f e , i s 

w o r t h a l l the energy a n d t i m e the 

Officers p u t i n t o the w o r k . I n f a c t , 

there is a recompense w h i c h o n l y 

those enga,ged i n this i n t e r e s t i n g 

d e j j a r t m e n t c a n u n d e r s t a n d a n d 

f u l l y a p p r e c i a t e . 

O n c e a n Officer t h r o w s h i m s e l f 

i n t o t h i s sort o f w o r k , he soon 

finds it i n t e r e s t i n g a n d a b s o r b i n g , 

f o r , a f t e r a l l , to g u i d e v o u n g feet 

i n t o the p a t h o f d u t y a n d h o n e s t y , 

a n d g a i n the conf idence o f a y o u t h 

f u l h e a r t , is a task b o t h C h r i s t 

l i k e a n d w o r t h y o f a man 's best 

effort. 


