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Anyone over the age of 16 years may apply for a Benefit.
| If an application has not been made before entering the Home,
) ' this may be done after admission. The principal benefits

e ‘ payable are Unemployment Benefit and Special Benefit,

o Basically Unemployment Benefit is payable in respect of the
period from the date of cessation of work until the twelfth
week prior to the expected date of confinement. Special

i Benefit is payable in respect of the period of 12 weeks

1 before the expected date of confinement and for a further
6 weeks after the actual date of confinement.

Unemployment Benefit

The Department of Social Services pays Unemployment
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Benefit, Sickness Benefit, Special Benefit and { If Jou ]lsh to lodge a claim %o# Unemployment ?n?f%t Jou ..
should register for employment at the nearest District
Maternlty Allowance to many girls in Homes for

- . . ; Employment Office and complete an Unemployment Benefit
2§$eri§diigziz§;ionTZ;i ieiilet 1s\designed o ‘ application. .(If you live at ”Kginoina "oOTSt Maryfs” or
g ¥ u ese payments, Women's Shelter™ you should register at 99 Charletie Street,
City: if you live at "Boothville™ or “Holy Cross” you should
register at 106 Alfred Street, Valley and if vou live at
"Koolkuna®™ you should register at 132 Sutton Street,
Redcliffe). When registering at the Fmployment Office you
should indicate that you ceased work because of your

pregnancy, - You will be required to supply a medical cert-
| ificate giving the expected date of your confinement within

! two weeks of registering at the Hmployment 0f{ice, The
dmployment Officer will hand you & [orm which has to be
completed and returned to the Emvloyment Office cn the date

indicated. v
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(b, I youo are cithin tvelve (12) weelis ol the capccotled
~ date of your confinement and have not applied for

Unemployment Benefit you need only apply for Special
Benefit. The necessary application form can be
obtained from the Matron and should be forwarded to
the Director of Social Seéervices, Frudential Building,
6 Queen Stréet, Brisbane. You should also forward a
medical certificate showing the expected date of your
confinement, either with the claim or soon afferwards.

(¢) Payment of Special Benefit normally continues for six )
(6) weeks after the date of birth of your baby, unless '?
you commence work or marry during this period. At the '
end of this period you may register for work and x
claim Unemployment Benefit provided you are available
for and actively seeking employment,

(d) If, because of medical complications, you are unable
" to return to work when Special Benefit ceases, you
may apply for Sickness Benefit. In addition to the
claim you will be reguired to furnish a medical
certificate showing the nature of your illness and
the period for which you will be unfit for work.

Sickness Benefit

If there are medical complications in connection with your
pregnancy or you are sick in some way you may apply foxr
Sickness Benefit as soon as you cease work, instead of
claiming Unemployment Benefit. However to gualify for
Sickness Benefit you must produce a medical certificate
from a doctor which states:-

(2) the expected date of your confinement;

(b) the nature of the iliness or complications associated
with your pregnancy;

(¢) +the period during which you will be totally unfit for
work.

Payment of benefit

Once your eligibility has been established you will be paid
weekly by cheque. The first Unemployment Benefit cheque
should normally arrive during the third week after you
register for employment. If your cheque does not arrive

and you have sent in your Weekly Income Statement you should
notify Matron immediately,
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If you have any queries about your Unemployment, Sickness

Special Benefit you way if you wish discuss the matfer
with Matron. ©Shé will telephone the Department of Social
Services on your behalf. Alternatively you may if you
rrefer, telephone the Department yourself. The number is
32 0491 (extension 226).

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Then you leave the Home, either during your pregnancy or

after your confinement, it 1s your respensibility to nctily
the Department of 8001?1 Services of your change of address,
This can be done by telephone. If you ave then living
privately and still receiving Unemployment Benefit your
weekly income statements must be lodged in person each week
at the District Bumployment Office nearest your home,

LIVE-IN EMPLOYMEN

If vou take a live-in pesition, whether you recelve wages o
not, you MAY WOT EE eligible for Unemployment B@nefjt,
Hoaever, vou may still be eligible for Special Benefit and
should test you ell ty, by lodging 2 claim for Special
Benefit about thirte 3 weeks before the expected date
of wour cagu 1c 1ent, T you ave interested in obtaining a
live-in position you should contact Miss Jacik of the
Commonwealtl me oyment Service, 99 Charlcotte Strest,
(Telephone 31 0107 extension 4

RATES OF BENEFIT .

If vou have no other income of any kind, the maximum weekly
rates of benefit are as follows:-~

Unenployment Benefit

16 and under 18 years of age . $ 7.50

18 and under 27 years of age wTT,OO
R4 o

21 yvears of age and over $17.00

Special Benefit

During the first six weeks Special Benefit is payable at the

g I

rate shown above according to your age. After the sixth week
- . - Py . &*

all girls under the age of 21 are paid at the rate of $171.00

. Payment at this rate continues for six weeks after
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rezeive a Iurther $4.50 a week during the last six weeks,
Sickness Benefit

Sickﬁéss Benefit rates are as shown above for the first six
weeks. After the sixth week, if you still qualify for

sickness benefit, the rate will be increased as follows:-

$12.00 per week
$18.25 per week

Under 21 years of age
21 years of age and over

P

Girls under the age of 16 may be eligible for Special
Benefit in special circumstances. Furthér details may be
obtained from the Department.

A

INCOME

The rate of payment of Unemployment or Special Benefit may
be affected by any income (including’maintenance) which you
receive. If you are under 21 years of age, you may recelve
“income of $3.00 a week without affecting your benefits; if
you are over 27 years of age you may receive $6.00 z week.

If you are receiving maintenance payments from the father
of your baby they will be treated zs income. However i
sheould he pay maintenance to the Matron for your board. it
will Dbe disregarded.

SUBSIDISED HEALTH BENEFITS

While you are i

Benefit you are entitled to Subsidised Health Benefits
entitlement certificates will be issued to you automszti
Cne certificate will entitle you to receive approve
pharmaceutical benefits at the reduced rate of 50 cents for
each item. The other exempts you from the payment of medical 4
contributions to an approved health benefit fund, for the .
period shown on the certificate. It doew not cover you for T
hospital benefits in an intermediate or private hospital. Youg,
should take this certificate to the fund of which you are a
member and your contributions will be credited without charge.
If you are not a member of a health benefit fund you may use
the certificate to join a fund of your choice but there will be
a 14 day waiting period before yvou are eligible for benefits.
Continuation certificates will be issued as required whilst you
receive a benefit. [Eligibility will continue for 28 days after
the date af +ermination of vanr henefdit. )

n recelpt of Unemployment, Sickness or Special
fit

MATERNWITY ALLOWANCE

An Allowance of $30 is payable in respect of the birth of
your baby, whether you keep the baby or not. In some Homes
this allowance is used to help pay for the costs of your
confinement. Matron will advise you about this. It is
possible for you to claim part of this Maternity Allowance,
$20.00 during the month rreceding the date of your confine-
ment. The necessary form, which is caliled a Pre-Natal
Allowance Claim, may be obtained from your Pre-Natal Clinic.
The balance of $10.00 is then claimed after the birth of your
baby, by completing a Maternity Allowance claim. These forms
should be forwarded to the Director, Department of Social
Services, & Queen Street, Brisbane.

PLANS FOR YOUR BARY

If you are experiencing difficulty in reaching a decision
about the future of your baby, or wish to talk over your
plans with someone, do not hesitate to contact the Social
Work Section of this Department, telephone number 32 0491,
extension 347. The receptionist will arrange an appointment
for you with a Social Torker.




