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The grim reslity
of lWe Inside a juv-
enile detentlon
centre would beo
enough to turn the
most rebelllous
teennger & long
way from a lte of
crime.

Malak House i3 no
Hillon but then It is
not supposed to be

1t {s a world of wir:
mesh, bolted doors,
bare and unwelcom-
Ing ""bedrooms’ and
uvnyormed chuldren *

If you are over 10,
under 17, thls s w here
* youwlll end up should
you continually flaunt
yoursel!l on the wrong
slde of the law.

Bot Lhe appearance
of the centre is In
stark contrast lo {13
atmosphere

The sounds of chat-
ter — even laughter —
fill the air as the
centre's iInmales take
a craft course in the
DAre dRyroom.

The Inmates are
often (rom broken
homes

They are almost
always_repeat of-
{enders — many with
alarming records for
housebreaking and
the(t,

Many have alcohol
or chronic pelro)-
anlifing hablts.

Thelr average uge
fa 14

Acoholics  Anony-
mous runs a course al
the cenlse

The AA represent.
atives are not nlways
treating the chil-
dren's problems but
the psychological
nightmares left over
from a life with aJ-
coholic relatives

Superintendent Mc
Kerry Grace rules
Matak Houve with a
caim byl fron hand.

But he I8 far {from
the {u)l-bellied giant
of a prison bosx you
wowd expect — qulie
the opposite in fact,

He scemsa always
ready with en under
slanding cur, advice
for his tnmates

He (s respecled.

Bul muck aboul
with the cenlre’s rules
and you could find
yourself in “'Ume out™
— a4 Uny, depressing
lsolation cell — cour.
Legy of Mr Grace.

He has Lhe final say
on who enters and
leaves the cell.

If the message Js
nol delivered by
solllary confltnement,
an inmale may bde
(ransferred to \he
Glles House cenltre In
Alice Springs where
security ls geared to
cope with high-risk
prisoners

Malak House works
on a theory — the
belter behaved you
are, the more you gel,

It is a system af
luvels,

Level one {nmales
arc usually new to the
conre

They are at tho
level becnuse they are
not known to sta¢f — it
Is not known (f they
can be (rusted

Level onc means
bed at Spm, confine-
men{ (o the com-
pound, very few priv}-
leges outslde of lele.
vislon.

A step up the ladder
(0 Jevel \wo can mean
bed an hour later, use
of the centre's swim-

ming pool, possible
work detdl In the kit-
chen,

Level three tnmales
can be enliUed to any
pasyes for outside
work, school or n viait
to thelr familes.

Each prisoner
under lhe age of {0
must altend the
centre's school.

It s geared toward
personal develop-
muenl, personalised
cducalion and spec-
lalised treatment for
Witeracy

Bed Umc¢ means a

—room-devoid-of furni-

ture or colar

A single bed, wire
meshed security win-
dows and heavily
bolted burred deors

Designed

The cenfre s de-
signed (o hotd 12 In-
males but ¢an hold up
o 20

Al the request of
many of the young
Aboriginn) Inmates —
and In line with a
rccommendation by
\he former Aboriginal
Deaths (n Cuslody
Commixyloner Jumes
Muirhead — the chil-
dren somelimes share
acell

Although  securjly
al Lthe centre appears
lo be Ught, the long
list of cscapces this
year stundx ax a dam.
ning indictmeant.

The inmales elalm
cgeape 18 easy —
somne of the Ume any-
way

Correclona) Serv-
{ces Depuartment of-
ficlals claim lhe
many escapes thls
year can be blamed
on a2 group of ring-
lenders who have
since left Malak
Houwe,

They 3ay security Is
as tight 28 It can be —
a9 tight as it §s at any
other Australtan juv-
enile facity.

The departmenl hay
hjgh hopes {or the new
$1 6 million Don Dale
Juvenile Delenlion
Centre, to be opened
at Berrimah next
year

A look at life on the inside at ...

If you are over 10

and under 17, this

is where you will

end up should you

continually get on

the wrongside of
the law.

The controversial juvenile detention centre, Malak House.

Girl, 13, prefers
prison to home

8ho rockoned she bhad
atolon 20 cars ylnce sha was 31
and she giggled as sho wald it.

Ste did it bocause she hated
ber mothey, hated her bomae
And dld not wunt to Live on the
strost.

Juvenile prlvon meunt s kot
mea) and g roof over ber head,

1t was hor fifth time n Msalak
House. She I8 13 years old,

But Tracoy (not hor real
naroe) says she wunix to got
her lte sorted out befars wxho
reachox 17.

She does not want (o gradoacs
10 the nduli prison system.

| can‘t stand Yving with my
paronts and [ don't want in Uve
on the streots,” she sald.

"I prefer (o be bore thap at
home.™

But donpite the thepl (hat
Tracoy has led w trigbtening
W of crime and grefers io be
beobind bars Gwn with ber par-
enta, she Xeopn brenking out

8he waa on (he outside for

8 — ataylng with
friends, rohblng booses And
swallog car.

She gave hersolf up for the
same reason sho xays she es-
A - boredom.

“Thero was nouuns to do

oxcept slt around and watch
telovinion,” nhe sald.

Amolber tima she was
draggod loto solimry confine.
mong for a two-duy siint.

It was punlshment for beah-
log 8 guard.

Sho nald {t was tough but
Admits xho dowerved (L

But desplite her tough ax-
rior sad her lomg record,
Tracoy’'s major complinint
About Mulak Houmsv In
disarmlingly chlldish,

“We whould bo allowed to
nmoko.” «ho nald.

-..AND (WEVE
GOT ONE WHO
BROKE INTO 2.70C0O
HOUSES IN ONE
NIGHT...
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Bradley:
Locked
up for

4 days

Elght months ago
Bradley wae
thrown Into A small,
barred. cold coll
whore ho wex W
stay for four long
daya.

[L was the result of
an ugly confrontat-
lon with the boys (n
Whakl.

Bradley inol his
real name) bashed a
cop In Lhe Malak
House car park.

The police had
been relurmng Wthe
1é-year-old (rom &
courl appearance
where he was aen.
tenced (or breaking
and enlering and
slealing cars,

Hec says Il was nol
his fault

“The cops slarted
It.”" he sald.

Il taughl Bradley a
lesson. but he sull
complatns (sl stints
In soMitary wre (ar too
Yong.

Under 1re law,
prisoners can be held
in solllary confing-
ment only for 12

hours withoul 1
break.
Bradley's f{our

days were droken by
short trips W the
shower ana dintng
room.

"It was atll (0o
long = especlally
when 1 didn’t even
start the nght.”” he
sald

Bradley — like
mosl Malak House
Inmales — 18 a re-
peal afiender

He has spent many
months ut the lnstit.
ution

But in many ways
he s one of the juven:
Ne Justice syslem's
grentest success
itorjes — breezing
irough the system
wilh only the add hj¢-
cup,

He = lo0kang for-
wand 1o nis release in
nine days.

His complaints
about Malak House
are many, but seem
rivia).

He xayx occaslon-
ally the youth
workers (guards)
pick on kids for no
reason.

He uwald they arpe
sometimes odeliber-
alely provocauve,
atlempling (o rile the
fnmates and punish
them.

He does not like the
female Inmates
efthar, them
“Nttle bitches’.

He, llke many
others, hay escaped.

"1 kicked out &8
mesh window and
they senl these two
blokes around o flx
It,” he sald.

“They left It open
and they weren't
watlehing 30 1 fost
bolted."””

He¢ was on the run
for Uiree weeka but
eventually gave him.
Belf up — he could
nol see the polnt (n
nnning any longer.

He belleves Il 13 (ar
oo easy for Inmatey
4o escape.

“'Bul this place Is
nol too bad - it's all
right sometimes

“‘Over all they
treal us pretly well.*™




Malak House
denies claims
of cover-ups

By CHRISTOPHER TAYLOR

The doors of the controverslal Maluk Houso
Juvenile detention contre ware d )|

ch VT

Ively 1o tw Northern Torrilory Nowy yesterday,
ending s year of public debule and allegations
of Inx security at the faclliy.

The Correctlonal Servicen Depurtment
opened the centro afior njarmiog cJabos of buge
departments)l cover-ups by a Maluk Mouss
youth worker.

The vouth worker, who refused Lo be }dent-
(fied, approached the N7 Newy with the alle-
tions.

The youth worker sald physical violence
ngalnst lnmuics, the rmpe of an iomal by
apother privoncr, u rnah of excapex wod 04CRpu
anempls, and Jurbaric prison procodures,
wore befng hldden by «tufl trom the department
and the media,

The youth wurker alxo elaimed the centre wuy
a health risk, InmAatos ax young as elght were
subjet) Lo vivlencs At the hands of the centre’s
BtRff and the aputo of rocval eseapes cowld be
Ylamed on the fuure of officers to do thejr Job
adequately.

Cornecoonl Services Depsriment olfielsls
bave angrily denled the employeo's claims.

Thuy rav Malak House Is delng run as
efticlenily as ponslble. The officlals ac.
companled \he NT News ons toor of the facllity
o try W dlupel the cluims,

The Prudatlon. Parolo nnd JuvenUe Justes
director, Mn Lyn Keogh, sald the deparnient
had nothing o hido Ln Its running of the caalre.

Ms Keoogh xald children younger lhun 10 by
law could not by housod At the centre.

"8o any chdm sbout the mistrestmont of
childeen as young v that In without foundat-
lon."”" ahe vald,

8he also dirnled c)nime of bushlugy and rupes
of prisaners, saying I they were rue police
would bave become nvolved.

She auld securily Al thy centre wus uy tght ns
could be oxpected at o fuvanlle detendon
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Tho‘ youth workor
who spokc out
clalmod W be acting
in tho intereats of tho
cantro’n Lnmstes.
[ know [ wlll prob.
ably lose my Job -
t'm prepared for thai,
I'm preparcd to puck
up and lesve town,™
the guard axid.

'l feel dirty having
to camo to the press
bul where sire i there

o go?
‘*Mgalak House
docant need stories

lika thin ~ 1°s just tho
admlaistration ls not
dolng Its job.
1 kmow (€ looks like
we arv all doing w bad
Job we probably
are.
“But without lhe
bors of staft that
mrp raquirad and
wilhout the tunding
for cxtta alatt It s
\mpoasible to do.”’
The rash ol escapos
was a direct result of
low wiaffing numbers,
tho guard ¢lalmed.
'Sccurity 18 A Joke

= 1t ls rotwon,” Lhe
worker sald. .
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alroest plague pro-
portions through-
out the Top End.

James Cook Unl-
versity research fel-
low. Dr Rick Speare,
urged aulhoritles to
mount & search-and-
destroy campaign for
cane loads at Borro-
Joola following thelr
arrival there,

Dr Speare sald cane
10ads wcere Advancing
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across the north
Queensiand gulf ares at
the rate of 30 km 2 yenr.

He sald the toads
would have been rela-
uvely dormant doring
the cooler Gry s¢ason
bul onee Lhe wealher
warmed up and the raln
started they would mul-
tiply rupidly.

He said if the advance
continued Lhe e(fecl on
(he Territory's wildlife,
particularly carnlvor-
ous marsuplals such as
goannas and 2nakes,
would be calastrophie.

Or Speare, hezding a
rescarch  projeclt lnlo
cane (oad dlsesses, sald
urgent petion was es-
genyal to curd the num-
bers.

A mnss colleclon und
cradication campalgn
in the Borroloola area

way one wiy of reduc-
Ing numbers o buy
Ume.

He sald stmuar cam.
palgns were under way
in Quesensland centres.

"'Sclence 3 sl Lry-
ing to (ind a blological
‘answer to the ecologicil
threrl Posedhy e cane
toads,”' Dr Speare sald.

In Lhe meantime col-
leclion programasa were
worth a go undil a long-
lerm solution was
found.

He satd the Territory
and Feaderal Goverm-
menls should consider
gtarting a collecion
program rl Borroloola

paying people (o
::ﬁ\«:t and deglroy cane
Loads. >~

Dr Sprare sald s
leam’s diseasc re-
seurch had fdeniified a

PLAGUE
THREAT

sol s which was
futsl 10 cane loads.
Bul he sald the fungus
did not sprend signifl.
cantly through cane
topd populations and

only between 1 and6 per | !

cent of Loads dled of the
fungus n an area where
1l was prevalenl.

NT Conservalion
Commilsslon wildlife re.
gearcher, Dr BIN
Freeland, Is also In.
volved In the research
project. |

Dr Froeland had
helped tdenlify a virua
in frogs he collecled In
Costa Riea wilch cowld
be used In conjunclion
with an lLridovirus lound
in native Ausitratian
frogs.

The )ridoviruz has
been found to kil tad-
poles anad toudlets,

The nsigning of the
Timor Gap troaty by
Semator Gareth Evans
and Mr All Alatas yes-
tordny (beolow) whs a
rallextono n Auslralan.
(odonesian relatdons,
Omno of the mosl pro-
speetive oll and gny re-
xglons In tho world, (he
Oap should have ms jJor
bevefits tor the NT.

CANE TOAD

686) 23021 12000 1"

imilestone for
0 countries

8enlor NT Nown re-
portar FRANK
ALOORTA mud award-
winnlng photographer
LYNDON MECHIEL-
SEN wero an board the
RAAF VIP [et for the
slgning by Auatralia
snd Indonesia over the
Tunor Sea yosterday.

For tho full reporiand
more pletures. aco P3.

'DON'T GET CAUGHT
IN THE WET!
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