Green and gold
need each other

Sm. Mulions of wordx
are being wrillen
and spoken in the con-
gervalion versus devel.
opment debale and en
the need¢ (or balance
and suslainsble devel
opment.

The phrase “In the
natlonal Interest' |Ig
bandied around with in-
creasing frequency yel
cbviously means di€ler
ent things (o diferent
people,

The protagonists in

Lhe debata should pause
1 reflect upon Lhe slg-
nlficance of our nat-
fonal colors. green and
gold.

The two complement
eachother in s perfectly
natura) manner. The
symbollsm  should be
very reul lo all Austral.
lany

The (st gold rush in
the 18508 |aiad the found-
ations for the nation we
have ltoday

Mining and other

No environment study
before - Timor oil pact

IR, There is a strik-

Ing {ncongruence be.
tween (he signing of the
Timor Gap agreement
by Senator Evans ang,
on the sanme day. lhe
slatement by the Prime
Minister., Mr Hawke,
at the Government in-
lends to protecl the en-
vironment,

The sibilifon barrels
of ofl expected o come
out of thal arey will
provide miliong of
lonnes of pollutrnts
such ag carbon dioxide,
3MOK. oiner gases that
affecl lhe almosphere
and many other forms
of toxin and refuse

Will (hose ministers
charged with protecting
Lhe environment Sena-
tor Richardson and Mr
Hallon, please tell us
whal plany are In hand
(o prolect Whe ¢nviron.
ment from this new
source of degradation®

Where Is the envaron-

For himself,
not party

IR. Remember me

Bod. | wis one of the
people who tried very
hard to gel your profils>
up after preselection in
February

You said nothing and
did verv Iittle You have
said and done more in
the pas! few weeks now
(hat vou have loat prese-
lection than {n the pre-
visus nine months.

The CLE really did
muke a mistakte \n putt-
ing thefr farth 1n a man
who was In the eleetion
race for umself, not for
the party

Elizabeth Bustanco,
Nightellte.

mental slate-

ment*

impact

Or are we agaln ruah. of equal signlilcance

g bindly and ignor- and that tney showla [, 7ol Fuoh has mo
anly inw something we  join the gold with thekr | e praieher's
cannol centrol simply green. plgmentation, even
for some shor(-term The two colors need | ("o |y an Jron

monetary benefit? each other, Ke(Ue
C.M. Friel, A.J. HosXing Jack Hunt,
Alaws, Nakara, Huropty Doo.

land-related economlic
aclvily, eg “‘the golden
graln”’, virtually all
of our blls today .

To date. the quest for
balance between con-
servation and mintng
Interests has becn
rather Ilk¢ a Ughl-rope

act in 2 clrcus — ex.
tremely dif(icut  and
slow

I( doesn’t have (o be
this way Miners accepl
that epvironmental
management and re-
habllitation cosls &re
part of the overali cost
of mining. that is, they
have jolned the green
with heir gold.

It'v now Ume for con-
servallonisls to Accept
that Lhe two colors are

All heart
over HK
refugees

IR. Mrs Thaicher
Is, 838 we know, all
neart! Thal s why
sihe Is providing
. free, gra-
Us and for nothing. to
those ““legal Immi-
granls'' who have es-
caped (rom Vietnarm
and chosen Hong
Kong axy thetr haven.
But Mr Bush |Is
critical of this ac-
ton; though why he
should be L difflcult
s define
Atter all, Vietnam
i now a (ULh-world
country as & result o¢
the worst vombing
the world ever knew
(together with Cam-
bedia) — all Inficled
by Ameriea and for
which lthey have long
refused \o pay repar-
allonz or to grant
humanilarian ald

IR, In the light of

your recent gpate of
articles  gbout  Malak
House, vour readers
could be forgiven for not
realising tha( the North-
ern Terrltory leuds
Australin in the Uend.

ment of Juvenile of
fenders,
The distortion of re.

UMy In some of the
reporilng IS8 of great
concern, parUculnrly
because It plnces a
slight on the team of
highly professional
people who work in the
most difficull area of
juvenlle detention.

HaMl your December
(4 artlcle reflecls a
level of journalism onc
would expect {rom o
southern ‘'scandal
sheet™ and presenls as
the classic ¢age of nol
ruining a good story for
the sake of the fucls,
This Is far (rom'the nigh
standard of journalism
loerls have come to ex-
pect from the NT News

Youth workers (not
puards). a group of
highly trained profess-
fonals, do nol spend
every minule of the day
manacled to lhelr

young charges
Our deleniion centres
exist to prolec! the com-
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o often

100 adae?

munity {rom lhe unac-
ceplable Yenuvior of a
few The survelllance
procedures wusged are
those Rppropriale o
each indlvidual’s needs,
0 Une with the purpose
of community protec-
\on.

Many of the incidents
publicised from time to
Ume, simply reflect the
difficotty of running
juverile custedial pro-
grams {n a bullding de-
stgned as a wellare hos-
tel The staif also labor
under s added bdur-
den

Though much work
has been done to up-
grude securily at Malak
House, the Government
llas rccognised the
cenire's shoricomings
and its inappropriate lo-
caltion

The ncw purpose-
budt Don Dale Centre
will, within two years,
become a shawyplece for
detention programs for
those few fuveniles the
communily believes de-.
yerve or need Lhat type
of lrealment.

From 20 vears of ('x
perlence in this field,
€AN  ussure you lhel
young people are the
most dificwl of oll to
manage in any Corrce-
tional Services pro-
gram

Therc {s a “devil.
may-care’’ atltude as
part of thelr normal
youthful exuberance
and some rarely con-
glder (he consequencea
of thelr actions,
whelher It be wagging
gchool, ‘‘nieking’™ A
lolly (rom Lhe loca)
supermarkel, stenling a
car, or escaping {rom
cusiody.

Correcuonal Services
n the Northern Territ-
ory olfers the broadest
range of treatment op-
(ong, bolth community-
based and cuslodiald, in
the nalion.

Governmen( policies
are almed (irst at di-
verting young people 51
risk of coming nto con-
flict with (he law away
from such a course ang,
second, at breaking the

nexus of graduntion
from juvendle to aduit
lnvolvement in crime

The rest of Australla
IS now looklng «t the
Territory's lead and we
can expect & number of
States Lo fall {nto line (n
the future with our
model for the (reatment
of Juvendle offendern

Our detcnllon centre
custod) progTams, In-
cluding the scclaimed
Wildman River Wilder-
ncss Work Camp, are
parlicwarly targeted at
Hing the self-¢steem of
juveniles, many of
whom come (rom dys.
functional famities.

Clear)y, Lhe vast maj-
orily of juvenlies tn our
genern) community arc
well-adjusted. young
achlevers, who ore on a
direct path to becoming
lomorrow ‘s upstanding
adult citizens.

In the Correctional
Services sphere, Lhere
have been lhe faillures
bul Lhere have also
been, and will continue
to de, the many untold
success slories of young
otfenders rejoining Lhe
community as well-
behaved. model cill-
zens.

To give credit where
it {x due, your Decem-
ber 14 article did report
oneaf Lhe many success
gtories of Malak House

Your newsapaper has
a positive role lo pipy in
these endcavars. The
Governmenl hus an
open-door policy for the
media i reladon lo
Correctional Services.
(Whness yonr recenl
excellent =eries of
aruceles on Lhe three Top
End prisons).

The communily has a
righl 1o know- how- ef-
fectively Its correc-
tional Instilates and
programs are belng
m a

The medla’s role Is to
provide the lLruth, not
pitnder Lo the Interests!
of disgrunlied (ormer
employees or b display
as facty, vnsubslan.
tlated s)lcgations. Your
newspaper has been
given cvery epporiunity

Sentences must mean

IR, There has bdbgen

quite a bit In news-
papers and other media
recently aboul the
terms prixgpers are
serving.

By litera) delinition
(he term “life” means
the “the (erm of unl-
male exlistence'” or
“period of exlilence
from birth (o death’™

By Wteral definition &
year Is a period of 186
days (366 (n leap year).

By lteral defilnition
Imprisonment )s ‘1o be
put inlo or confinement
In a prison,

Bearing 1n mind the
above deflnitions con-
sider Lhe following

A company many-
(actures o product and
offers an unconditional
Ruarantee {or the tife of
the product.

If the company re-
neges on thal guarantee
it 18 criminally Uable

It your driver's i
cence s valld for 3
years, it means a period
of 1095 days ior 1096
days I{ It tncludes a leap
year).

1f you pay your Insur-.
ance premium for one

1o uncover and examine
the (acts.

Lixe parcats. youth
workers are not aided
by any Ideal academic
trajning to prepare
them (or the job,
although Correctional
Services has introduced
a comprehensive train-
Ing course 1o address
possible problem areas

These people work in
A potentially hosute en-
vironmenl in which
they need to cope from
ume to Ume with us-
saults, abose and he
vehemence of parents
who cannot accept that
their children are
capable of anth-sochal or
criminal behavior,

Perhips next time
yon go {o press on thix
subjecl, you mlight
spare more Ulought for
the dedicated, commil
ted und professional
teams who run jJavenile
detentton cenlres and
for that malter, our
prisons as well,

D K Owseon,
secretary. Correctional

Xervicey Dupuriment.

Professionals at Malak House
LETTERS - .

what they say

year il meany 385 (or 366)
days

1f this Is 50 why, when g
Judge In our judiclal sys.
(emn says “Imprisonment
for Wfe”, does {{ mean
ordy 7 to 10 yaars, or
when a judge kays 'Im-
priseament lar 7 years'”
doesitmean2or 3 vears®

When was the Jast time
gomeane had o Licence to
drive canceli¢ed by the
Judicial system far 2
years and gol it back tin 3
months decause lhcy
were
Come on, tet's get real,
D. L. (henoweth,
AMAS Cocaswarm.,

00555 service could

1R. Recently, A num-

ber of local television
advertisements have
urged people Lo rlng the
00558 numbers for in-
formnlion on a large
number of subjects

What the advertise.
ments do not fell Lhe
genergd pudlic Is Lhe
cost of thlg gervice If
you ring any of Lheé num-
bers during the day. {t
will cost 53¢ a minyte

Therefore a leenager
who rings the service (o
listen to e "'(op ten'* of
(e week (nllowing 3
mlnutes egch) will add
about $16 to the bill

If the kids decide to
ring and make nquires
about sex, thal will add
another $18 to the next
phone bill

I( thiy 18 done on a
regulsr bayis of once a
week, your next phone
bl will be more than
$400 higher than you
expect,

On inquiring about

be costly

(h)y service, [ was loldd i
1a not a lexu) regutre-
ment 0 advertise costs
for services
I was wso (old thal
the costs would appear
in the (ront of the 1660
phone book. That book
wi(ll not be delivered to
Darwin residents unul
Moy or June 1850
1 wos also Wld that it
Is not the responsibllty
of Lthe company 10 worTy
aboul whether peaple
can afford the service
| asked Telecom how
I could huve access to
these numbders removed
{rom my service
1 was tola the ornly
way ! could do thix wiy
by having my STD ac-
COSS removed
So Darwinlans be
ware, your next phone
bill could be your Inst.
Ruth Schnefder,
Mail,

Christmas wish for

IR, With Christmas

upon us and the new
year Just around the
corner, It would be ap-
propriale 10 wish all our
erstwhlle politicians the
best of luck for Lhe com-
ing vear

All would agree that
Christmas Is a time for
families to be logether,
sharing the fesuve
season united.

It could also be a time
when they hsten to the
grass-rool philosophies
of (Re working-elass
people and come back
to the political arena re.
Juvenated and full of
concern for the battler

A mtlllonalre can cast
only one voly, the same
as a ludorer who lives
from hanad to mouth,

In cssence whatone Ls

politicians

seying Is that many
people ure hard up
against it, compared

wilh the money-manip-
ulating minority,

Voles are the most
important commodity
(n politics, *not emply
political promilses, so
the exalted members of
the  "Air-Cendition
Brigade™ should take
heed and come back lo
us volers in the new
yeur with g genuine ap-
proach to volte-
gulhering.

Wisning all readers a
merry Christmas and
happy new year and a

return o democratic
values.

Mick Martn,

Jablru.
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so much more to choose from

e 9.00am -

DARWIN CITY CENTRE

CHRISTMAS SHOPPING HOURS
THURSDAY 21st...... 9.00am
FRIDAY 22nd ........... 9.00am -
SATURDAY 23rd.
SUNDAY 24th .......... 9.00am -

FREE PARKING

WEST LANE CARPARK
FROM 4.00PM THURS & FRI

plus
ALL DAY SATURDAY & SUNDAY

FREE KIDDIES RIDES
ALL DAY SUNDAY 24th

[TY SHOPPINGS

- 9.00pm
9.00pm
3.00pm
5.00pm

O
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