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MLLBOURIEES,
30%h June, 1933.
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CHILDREN'S WELFARS DECARTMUNT & REFORMATORY SCHOOLS

sir,

Provipions in the Children's Welfare, Maintenance,
end Orimes Acts, 1928, that an Annusl Report should be furnished
to Parliiament are undoubtedly very wise, not merely from the
etandpoint of perioedicelly sequainting Honourable Memvers of the
operations of this Department, but %o asleo enlighten the Gemeral
Publie, in some measure at leset, what ie being done with their
money in that braneh of jeciel Servioce coming under the categ
of ohild welfare. 1 have often felt also that it is omly right
and judieious that Govermmental Institutions should regularly
familiarise the public with the mammer in which they are dis-
charging their varied funetions, im order to elley enxiety ro!::l-
ing the often repeated mssertiom that tex payers' money is be
wasted in extravegant snd éxtrameous administrative aets.

puring the pest year, there were a few instances in
which this pepartment wae sdversely oriticised on ex parte evid-
ence but, upon 1nvo|t1gntion. it wes found thet suoh criticisms
w:rc either unjustified or the reasons for seme greatly exagger-
ated.

It hes often coourred to me that a let of time eould
be saved and unnecessary anxiety to the publie ebviaied if Governs
ment Departments were first comsulted emnd the fasets obtsined be-
fore eondemnstory publie utterances were made against them.

80 far eas this Department is concerned, I meke no seoret of the
faot thaet I am always ready and willing, with approval, to sdopt
any suggestions that mey be advanced for the more economical smd
effeotive administration of this diffieult Depertment, provided

it can definitely be established that the application of these
suggestions would not be inconsistent with Acts and Reguletions
imperatively essential to ites sdministration, that they are based
on praetical experience, are ressonsble, more economiec and effeo-
tive than fthose at present in operstion, and will not in any
sense prejudice the ocause of ohild welfare.

In & report of this nature, ome cen only mske & short
retrospeot of what the Department hes dome during the past year
to Justify its existence and the claim that every endeevour has
and is being made to see that it is fumetioning successfully, snd
the 3tate i1s continuing %o get full value for the money expended.
It might not be out of plsce to invite attention to the faet that
in my last innual Report it wes indicsated how savings were bcin:
effeoted, it was slso pointed out that further savings woul
be made in/fTuture. It is now my purpose to see to what extent
that antieipation has been realised, and this I propose %o do
ander snalogous headings %o those used in that Repert.

PINAEGCE.
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To-day we are cognisant there is nothing esusing mere
eoncern or oecuping & more prominent positiom im the state, Com-




monwealth or, indeed, the World, tham financial stability, snd

one of the remedisl messures frequently sdvecated %o sssist in the
rehabilitation of the finsnces of this state is, reduetion in the
cost of government. Time end again it has been ssserted, both in-
gide end outside of Parliiament, that there is no channel ln whigh
more money hes been squandered thanm in the direetion ef Seeial
servicea. go far as the Children's Welfare Department is con-
cerned, it would sppeer there was & genmerous expenditure in past
years, In the year 1929 for instance, the total eost of Ohild
welfare was £444 ,815, and when one considers the esdverse industrial
eonditions of recent years, axiomatically condueive $o a greater
degree of poverty resulting in ineressed siekness, it might legi-
eally be contended that to-day expenditure should be far im excess
of 1989, because, sinee then, there hove beem 10,635 new children
pleced on the 3tate ae a result of fresh applications eoming to
hand . 0f course & number of ehildren sre removed from our books
eaoh year, but these are not sufficient, under ordinary eonditions,
%o counteract the number of new childrem placed on the sState.

I meke these statements on the assumption that the money expended
in 1929 was justified, but, upon close exsmination of the Aets snd
intentions of Parliement, I was foreed to the conclusion there were
meny opportunities of redueing the enormous expenditure of 1929,
not in the slightest sense because of the preseant financial string-
enoy, but because, under the most favoursble conditioms, the monies
peid away for ehild welfare were totally in exeess of the intentioms
or requirements of the Aots and Perliement.

From these remarks it must not be erroneously inferred I
em lacking in appreciation of, or sympathy with, the genuine cause
of ehild welfare. On the contrary, the more one deals with this
great and diffioult problem, the more he recovgnises the wisdom,

poteney and far-resching bemefieial effects of the Children's Welfsre,

Maintensnce end allied Lots of this 3%ate, and it is not too muoh %te
say that theee Acte, if wisely administered, sre of first importance
both %o the ehild and the Stete in which they are, and will beoome,

eitizens. i1t is clear, however, that Parlisment in legislating in

the ocause of child welfare, never intended stete aid should be remn-

dered with an extravegence or generosiiy caleulated to become rather
& mensace than & help.

’ Any redustion of expenditure in this Department since 1929
has, therefore, been effeeted not, it is hoped or intended, by in-
fldoting any hardehips, but by the reetification of amomslies,
elimination of cases of imposition and regulation of the amounts paid
away %o conform to the intentions of the sete, whilst at the same
time adequately safe-guarding the welfare of the eohildrenm and seeing
that the gtate received fair value for ite expenditure.

A® previougly indicated, for the decade prior to 1929
there had been & constant annual ineresse in the expenditure of the
pepartment until in that yeer its coet had risem to the high figure
of 2444 .615, and had sotion not beem takem %o arrest this ereasi
demend upon the sState, the eost %o the taxpayer would to=-day be 'o;!
over half e million pounds annuslly. As & result of close attention
t0 every avenue of expenditure, however, the cost for the year ended

51/12/32 smounted to 2340,682 - equivelent to & reduetion of approx-
imstely 26§ - smd this result hes been achieved without, it is felt,
in the slightest degree ecurtail any of the funetions of the De-

:::;:;:t or doing anything derogatory to the genmuine csuse of enild

It will be noted that frequent domparison is made between
e08ts in 1929 and the present year. This is not #olely becsuse thst
was the peak year, but to the faet that the present administrationm
has been respomeible for the eonduet of the Department only sinoce
the year 1930. 1
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the number of ohildren, the respomsibil
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An examination of the follewi statisticos will indicate
::: of the Dtp.:ﬂl.lii.:hl

strangth of the staff and honorary offieials, the number eof
speetions ete. and the main headings of expenditure in the pest
year, 80 thet the utilisation of the large sum of £340,000 may be
fully sppreeciated.

1. ©Yumber of children under the ocare of the Department - 16,216
made up ss follows:-

(a)
(®)
(e)
(a)

(e)

(£)
(8)

(h)

Under the Maintensmee Aot 1928 (in the eare of
their own parents) e 9,638 ehildren

Under the Childryen's Welfere Aet 1928 (boarded
out %o Foster Parents) sen 3,550 ohildren

Children boarded out to 32 Institutions under the
Children's Welfare Act, 1928 .. 873

Children over 14 years of age on serviee eonditioms,
but still under the contrel of the Department .. 296

Children boarded out on probation with Foster Par-
ents, but 8till subjeet to the suthority of the
Department ese 1,684

ghildren placed out under the Infent Life Protestien
gections of the Children's Welfare Aot, 1928 .. 169

Boys ete. in reformateries, subjeet %o the guthor-
ity of the Children's Welfere Department +s L03

ghildren at Royal Park Depot om 31/12/32 .o 830

2. Number of Foster Mothers and Homes under the Children's Ioi-
fare Aeof, 1928 e 2,878

S HNumber of jothers and Homes under the Naintenance Aet,

1928 4,245

4. Number of yediesl Officers doing business with the
pepartment ces 212

5. |DNumber of voluntary workers cas 754

6. Average number of imward letters ammually «s 40,000

7. Aversge number of outward letters snmually .. 45,000
8. Aver number of persons doing dusiness with the |
Department annually see e 35,000
9, Yumber of Departmental Inspeetions made to Foster and
other homes during the year (exeluding visits of wmolun-
tary workers end medical officers) ~ e 17,1052
10. Number of Permenent Officers .o 60

Number of Temporary Officers . 53
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L 1932.
1ls Stafltf sue permanent £14,274 [
temporary £7,271
2, provision of medical treatment for 16,216
ehildren san £6,661
8. Paymente for sehool requisites oo 28,139
4. Clothing for ehildrem bosrded out ... £1,840
b, Departmental travelling expenses for officers ’
oy snd travelling expemses, fares, ete., for r
ehildren bosrded out so e tﬂ,!?ﬂ
6. Annusl cost of meinteining 9,538 children under
e the yeintenance Aet, 1928 vos £199,793
T Annual cost of maintein 4,500 ehildren under
P the Children's welfare Act, 1928 cee £90,256

After reading these figures doubtless some will ask -
what do you 4o with suech a large staff? Could not the expendi-
ture here and in other directions be further reduced?

S0 far as reducing the staff is concerned, it 1s desired
to point out that, within the last 3 years, the staff has been re-
dueed by 13 officers, and to further reduce it under existing ocon-
ditions and legislation would be %o umndoubtedly jeoperdise the
oause of ohild welfare, sinoce it would net, in my opinion, be
possible to efficiently asdminister the Depertment and safeguard the
gtate and the welfare of the meny thousands of ehildrem eoming under
ites control if the staff were reduced below the berder line oz
efficieney.

Ne one would say that the amount expended under the head-
ing "Provision of medicel treatment for 16,216 children” is ex-
cesaive.

geeing that the eost of school requisites three years age
was £3,817, 1t ean herdly be said that expenditure has not been
ourtailed in this direction.

The two lest it ie desired to refer to, and by far the
largest expenditure of the Department, are:-

(a) Cost per snnum of children paid for under the
Maintensnce A6t end living with their own
parents - £199,793

(b) Qost per annam of ehildren boarded out to foster
’"u" o "0 .3"

It might be thought by some that there should be oppor-
tunities for reducing these particular items. 70 make the
losition clear to those who think this, let me examine these two

tems of expenditure.
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in the first plsoce, possibly meny think the state should
not be pay for so meny ohildrem. To this must be answered
it 13 the duty of this Department %o sdminister the ALot. We do
not possess the power to limit the number of ehildrem coming under
thege Aots, or the legal sutherity to refuse jtate sssistanee %o
anyone who complies with the requirements of the ,ets. jeetion
37 of the yeintenance Aet reads:- "Any mother whose eaild is
without sufficient mesns of support and who is unsble %e provide
and is unable by eny available legal proceedings to obtain éuf-
ficlent mesns of support for such onild mey, im the preseribed form,
meke an applieation writing to the jecretary that a weekly sum
be paid to her for or towards the maintenance of suech ehild®,
gpon investigation of these applications by this Department and the
Police iatrates, if everyth be found in order, this Department
hes no option but to grant sssistance im response to suoh spplice-
tions. A similar provision appears in the Children's welfare Act.

1% will, therefore, be seen that, whilst it ie our duty
to prevent abuse and imposition, we ocasmnot refuse assistance where
the ssme is justified. Posaibly it may be sald that, althou
we cannot refuse, we can at least see that an excessive amount of
gtate eid 18 not paid in these instences, Here we will see how
far this statement is justified.-

geotion 44 of the maintenance Act, 1928, does not em-
power us to pay less than 6/~ per week for a child, but suthorises
payment up to 12/~ per week and sueh higher rate as may be approved
of by the Honourable the Minister. Jee the irreducible mini-
mum under the Aet is 6/- per week per child, snd that we were pay-
ing en average of only 8/- per week per onild om 31/12/32, end
gtill lese now, it will at onoce be seen there is no evidence of
extravagance in this direetion. i

We now oome %o the amount of £90,236 for wards boarded
out %o foster parents. The rates for these wards, vis., 7/-
per week for ehildrem over 18 monthe end 12/6d. under 16 months,
with &n inereased rate in speeiel cases, are fixed by regulatiomns
eto. However, no reasonable minded person would surely eonsider

such payments per week for mainteining a ward of the gtate ex-
cessive.

I% is thought desirable to go infto thege details for I
em 80 frequently hearing erromnecus statements from people unae-
nunrl with the requirement® of the Acts and what the Department
8 de ng.

Hereunder partioculars are givem from ome of my graphe
in order that it may be seen at & glanoce how the chief expendi-
ture is being wetehed and graduslly reduced. Similar attention
is being paid to other items of expenditure.
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it mast not be thought that the work of the Children's
welfare pepartment consiste merely of making payments under the
Meintensnce snd Children's wel fare Aete, ete. Thie is but &
freotionsl part of the work. The prime funetions of this Depart-
ment are %o iive up %o its neme and o see¢ thet the -o-z expended
i utilised for the benefit of the ohildren in order that they may
beecome orediteble and useful eitizens. fTime and sgain, instances
heve eome under notice where endeavours in this respeet have been
reoognised sud apprecisted by many who have gained or made impoer-
tant advances in the various industrial spheres.

Briefly, the Qhildren's welfere Aot may be said to be
eomposed of three f.nportnt parte ;-

geetion 18 - waloh suthorises the (ourts %o commit

the ocare of the Children's Welfare De~
partment onm the grounds thet they have committed of-
fences counstitatb them negleoted children.

It ie thought the preseant definition of a negleoted child ias not
wide emough, end it has been pnhuol{ snnounoced the Homourable
the (hief seoretary that he intends %o amend and breaden the
definition., It must be admitted that the action of the State

has been restricted by the :rnth of individual responsibility

end the enlarging of individusl liberty. Nevertheless if becomes
the duty of the 3tate to interfere where parents or guardians are
milutzul of their responsibility, not merely for the goed of the
ehildren, but alsc in the interests of the community the jtate must,
in sueh instances, take childrem into its charge.

The second important part of the Children's welfare set
relates %o making & child a ward on the grounds thset the ehild is
without sufficlent mesms of suppeort, ete.; while the taird im-
portant part embraces those provisions ooming under the hesding of
Infent Life Proeteotion. The ehildren eoming under the Infant
Life rrotection geetioms are not wards of the state because they
are being paid for by relations of the ehild. They are placed in
the care of registered homes which are inspeoted subjeet to the
euthority of the ghildren's welfare pepartment. 1f, however,
reletives get ome month in srrears with p.i““' for these childe
ren, they eome ipso faetc wards of the gtate.

: Qwing to the present adverse esconomic conditions, many

of these ehildren have in past years become wards owing to parents
! or relations of the ehildren not bei in a position to pay fer
their maintensnce. (Quly echildren r § years of age are dealt
with under the Infant jpife Proteetion seetions of the set.

On the 31lst December, 1932, there were 3,330 wards
boarded out to 2,372 foster parents, o0 thaet the aversge number
of wards in eeoh home waa less tham 2. Whilat the board out
regulations at present allow 4 wards under 14 to be placed the
same home, it ies thought that number is too many, end it ie hoped
the regulations will be amended to provide for a maximam of three
in ome foster home. This would sppear ample respomsibility for
onée foster mother. (Of sourse it may be necessary to depart from
this goliq in the case of ehildren of the seme femily where, if
possible , we endeavour not to part them from ome another.

In the majority of our foster homes, the wards are well
nurtured amd cared for, and, inm fact, given analegous privileges
to the foster psrent's own ohildrem. It is remarkable how these
ehildren and the foster parents become attached to ome amother
end, indeed, in moet cases, the children believe the foster parents
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to be their own parents. 1t would, gemerally speaking, esuse in-
tense sednese snd often bittermess, were they disillusioned. {hey
usual take their foster perent's name at school and meny have
mria under these names, end I insist they be sllowed to remsin
happy in their ignoramee. Of course, there may be excep tioms,
n2 as foster parents losing eontrol of their wards when it nay
then be essentisl in the interests of the ohild anmd the foster
perent for the Department to ecome %o the resecue and enforee obedi-
enee by etromger control them the foster parent is sble %o exer-
cise. It is indeed, very often hard to have to remove wards from
foster parents after they become atteohed to one another, but
this is not done unless some special and urﬂ reason existse.
puring the year, however, it was our psinful daty to have to trans-
for 21 wards from unsuiteble homes, oniefly beesuse it would have
been detrimental to the interests of the ildren to have allowed
them to remain with their foster parents.

It is good for these wards, as well as the 3tate, that
the Department is ever watohful to see that the prospects in life
of these ehildren are not destroyed by being allewed to remain in
unhealthy emviromments or to be subjected to the bameful infiuences
of bad foster parents. Fortunately for the children and the
state, there are not many instances in which foater parents have
failed on the grounds of intemperance, negleot, vieious example or
surroundings to homourably disenarge their duties to the eaildren
of the gtate boarded out to them. Where there is any doudt at
all, the homes of these foster perents are kept under clese super-
vision, and it is in suoh ocases putum::{ that frequently the
ssaistance of the police is mest hel pful readily fortheoming.

one of the eonditions under whioh ehildren under 2 years
of age are now boarded out to foster parente is that they must
take these enildrem regulerly to the Baby Heal th Centres located
within the districts in whieh they reside, and reports are fre-
quently being received from these foster perents that they are ob-
teining much valuable help and adviee from nurses in charge of
these centres. ‘.

INSPLCTIONS .

Ome of the moat essential functions of a Department like
this is proper and systemmetic inspeetion, but it is feared very
few people ocuteide this Department know exaetly what thoro in-
speetion reelly involves. An idesl inspeetor is, in my opinion,
one who goes into & home in & pure spirit of friemdship. The mis-
take ia often made of believing that the poor slwayse want money.
Undoubtedly it camnmnot be expected that, where there is no income
coming into the home. eympathetic remarks will satisfy hunger.
Many mothers who have been receiving state ald have been compelled
o aeeept it becsmee, being vietime of eircumstanmses over which
they had no eontrel, they have been foreed through dire distress
or pemury to seek Government sesistance for thelr ehildrem. In-
spectors do not, and are not intended to, humiliate these poer

n:f:::. but rather to be helpful to them end give them sympathetie

Without in the lltghtoﬂ degree refleoting on the ebility

of men, to a very large extent the work of inspeetions smd inter-

viewing mothers and ohildren appesrs peculiarliy suited o women.

H reason for believing that, gemerally speaking, women are better
tted t:h;o this work is not beceuse it is considered they are

more cspable. Theye are, however, meny enquiries necese in

the interest of children's welfare bordering on the 1nt1::{o de-

teils of domestiec Life whieh can be more eppropristely made by &

:o:::. but may be resented or misunderstoed were they pursued by
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with a very efficient staff of 15 inspectore under the
oontrol of a capeble Qhief Inepector, no legs tham 17,1562 inspee-
tions were made during the past year to verious homes amd foster
homes throughout the State. 7This averspes approximately twoe in-
ppeotions snnuelly %o each home.

Apart from mere inspecting of homes, imspectors have
verious other duties to perform, snd they inform me they cannot
spesk t00 highly of the splendid aseistance cheerfully rendered
te them by the police and voluntary workers in commnection with
this Department.

pesides the visiting carried out by the Inspeetors,
foster homes and mothers' homes are also pericdically visited by
medical officers and local voluntary workers, and on these oo~
casions the ehildren, if not at sehool are sgaim seen, so that it
may be sald from the standpoint of inspeetions, the Lepartment is
do its best Vo safeguard the welfare of the children under ite
gare.

It should be clearly understood however, that it is not
our desire to over-do inspections by visiting these homes more
then is really absolutely necessary. This would net, in sll cases
conduee to etebility of charseter and we must, therefore, be care-
ful. Like other human belngs, ohildremn vary in temperament, and
whilet it is importemt thet some children must be under freguent
inspeoction, it is likewise not slways wise to allow children te
lean %00 mueh on this Department for this might, I fear, have a
tendeney to deprive good mothers amd foster mothers of their
maternal influence over them.

V. PROBATION P .

When wards and other ohildren paid for by the State )
reach the age of 14 years, payments to foster mothers and mothers
cease, except in a few cases of ill-health, ete. In the ocase of
wards where possible snd considered desirsble, these enhildren are
allowed to remein with their foster parents on what is termed
probation, preliminary to their discharge. They are, however,
until discharged, lu{l subjeot to the suthority of the Department.
It is the duty of foster paremts to try and plece these wards in
suitable positions, and we help them ss much as possible, but as
can easily be ined, previient adverse industriel conditions
make 1t very difficult to fimd work for them, end this is causing
mueh eomera to the Department as well as foster parents.

Indeed, 1t must be sdmitted thet, owing to ecomomiec conditions,
n1 wards over 14 years of ese¢ have been returmed to the Depart-
ment as their foster parents have, with regret, found it impossible
to maintain them without State assistance. The duty, therefore,
of placing these wards in suiteble occupations devolves upom that
Braneh of this Department known es the Serviee Branch. Lve
avenue of investigation is explored im our endesvour to find :{h-
ations for these wards, not merely from the stendpoint of their
own good, but in the interests of the 3tete. There is nothing
it will be sdmitted, more caloulsted so endanger the future of
Joung people, @8 well as adults, than idlemess. 18 it not Srue
that idleness frequently destroys character by eounteracting am-
bition, fostering lesiness, breeding discontent and, in meny in-

atances, due to penury, hunger or disheartemment, there event ten
orime, iou of hnlth.'bnhu gpirits. - tonn

]

We have, up to the present, placed 528 of our wards in
positions. fhese are employed in slmost all kinds of work, the

majority of the girls in domestie service. wh %
o gy . I o ilst moet of our lads

1% 1s, however, as alresdy pointed out, bees more and
more difficulty te fimd u'plomt for them. lh:ur existing eon-
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ditions we must either house snd maintain them at our Royel Park
pepot, or boerd them cut %o Inetitutione under the jurisdietion of
the pepartment. Approximately the average oost to the stete of
elothing and earimg for these unemployed warde is 10/- per week
esoh. The guestion, therefore, arises - would it not be wise, and
indeed eoconomie, if ‘ho state provided some form of re-productive
work for some of theee xu:.:ooplo antil industrial oconditions
improve? This would cert y be for the good of these warde and
sleo undoubtedly for the Jtate, smd I believe in meny instances mey
not oost the 3tate mush mwore than they are at present costing this
pepartment..

Very few complaints reach us regerding the wards in em-
ployment. #e are eware that employers gemerslly are very pleased
with them emnd, in some oases, partioulariy considerate towards them.

insteances have oome under notiee in whieh some of these
wards have been very successful in business, both in the getropoli-
ten end Qountry ocentres, and I have in mind one case in which ome
of them saved sufficient to buy & partnership in a business whioh
i8 proving very successful. It is indeed ﬂuﬂiu %0 us, and
compensates for ocur wrry snd saxiety regerding the welfare of these
young people, to learn they ere doing well in spite of their hendi-
caps.

LiGAL ADOPELIONS .

From & very intimate practical knowledge of the operations
of the Adoption of Childrea aet, 1928, I sm fully oconvineed it is &
wise, ferseeing snd humene piece of legislation, snd has been in-
gtrumental in gi muoh happiness to meny young people snd pre-
venting 1life long misery to others by enabling them, unknown %o .
themselves, %o be adopted, theredy giving them the seme legel righte
t0o & neme a8 if he or she had been born in wedloeck. What e -
fieent thing 1t is that illegitimate ehildrem are thus emsbled %o
legitimatise thelr existence which, to some extent af lesst, reeti-
fies the wrongs infiicted on these poor innocent enhildrean.

Although the sdoption Aot was passed in 1928, it did not
oome inte setive operstiom until 1930, but sinee then, 900 legal
adopticons heve been granted by the Qourts, %17 of which were presen-
ted h{ this Department. When the Court gramts en sdoption order
the ohild is sutomatiocslly discharged from eny further ocomntrol by
thie Department, and 1ts name is re-registered at the office of the
govermment B‘.I'Il‘ in the name of the sdopting paremta.

Very great affection is usually showm by foster parents
for the enildren they wish to edopt, and these affeotions are gener-
nli:{ reciprosated by the ehildren. I have one special osse in
n to exemplify this. Some 1l years ago a ohild, them less than
one month old, was mede & werd because of the death of its wother
snd the father's inebility %o care for this snd his 6 other mother-
less ohildren. The ohild was sccordingly placed in a foster home
under boarded out conditiona end, %o the eredit of the father, it
mast be pointed out, he regularly eontributed Sowards the onild ‘e
maintenance. After some years he re-married snd reoently epplied
to the pDepartment to have his ohild returmed to him. 4in inapee-
tion was mede of nis home, snd no objections ooculd be offered to hies
reoasoneble and patural request. Notification of this weas communi-
cated %o the foster parent who, upon receiving the information, came
into the office simost distraeted at the thought of having to pert
with the chilid she hed grown to love, end the boy's pesce of m
wad none the less disturbed whem he resl ised he would be losing the
oniy mother he hsd ever known. The foster mother pleaded to be
ll%:ﬂﬁ' to sdopt the ?uc. :“ th‘:.l eould met bo”hu -u::n the
atoaer's « 1% was refore [ roasch the
ather nr;m thie nn'unuto ..h'&.mu. :uto of affairs
bofore him. He wes, naturally, very much upset but, sfter giving
the matter his eamest considerstion, ceme to the conolusion his
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his boy would be better left in the home where he had 8o firaml
established himself in the hearts of his foster parents, and I{llhl-
1y geve khis consent, Whilst this nnuda ::n great i:: to the
foeter parents snd the child, 1t wes undoubtedly e very fine and
anselfish set on the part of the ohild's naturel father.

Lvery oare must be exercised to see that spplicants are
saitable and fully espable of safe-guard the interests of the
ghildren they desire % edopt. They are interviewed smd their
homes sre personslly inspeeted by myself as guardisn ad litem to
theae applnutionl. smd 1t 12 2 great consvlation to me %o know
these ehildren are hu:g adopted into good homes where they will
receive attention and feetion.,

gomplaints ere from time to time be reoeived that ex-
cesaive charges are made by outeide sclieitors in preparing sdop-
tion ocsses, ete., for the courts. 1 have heard it seid that ss
high as 29 iness has been cherged for one case, but | am sware
aleso thet, many cesses, as low & fee a8 6 guiness has been mede.
it will be reslised that, unless the child is a state ward, this
Department in this sspeet of the matter camnot interfere.

There is s good deal of offiee work entailed ia sach case
for sdoption, and great cere must be exercised to obtain from ap-
pliesnte the necessary informetion that must be embodied in their
affidevite. Mueh of this is of s confidential natare and is re-
quired for the Judge's informetion who hears every spplicetion in
oamers. Jo cherge is made for the work dome by this Depeartment in
oonne otion with these legal sdoptions. There are, however, small
expenses smounting %o 27/- which .‘opth‘ parents must pay, made up
of costs of birth certificate emd duty stempe. 4s already stated,
this pepartment eem prepare mad present adoption appliecat ions to
:l;o-o:n:.n on behalf of spplicents only whore ohildrem are wards of

e State,

MONDAL DuY¥LQTIVES.

i% is not too much %o sey there is no more urgemt problem
that presents iteelf to-day tham that of the mentally defeective
méabers of the community. It is omly within my proviamee to deal
with this question im 80 far es it relstes to werds of the State.

I sm speak of the mentally defeeotive, not from the stamdpoimt of
idloey, beosuse very few of our mentally defeotive ohildrenm ecould

be 20 clessified. Their mentsl deficieney is mot suffisiently pro-
nounced or serious enough to warremt their u::. leced in an

asylum, yot they are too memtally wesk %o be d out. That
therefore, is to become of themy

e'fn months back, sn institution kmown &8s "Fraveancore"
was opened the Homoursble the Premier of this State. his in-
stitution has been bro-gt into being s a first instalment in an
endeavour $o eope with the problem of the sub-mormel ohild under 12
ars of age. 30 wards from our Roysl Park Depot have already been
rensferred there with the objeet of enabling them to obteia train-
ing thet will, 1t is hoped, counterset their sub-normel tendencies.
ih many respects these ghildren might, %o some, sppeer nommel, but
their weaknesses on cocsesions suddenly assert &mﬂ.na amd th
mey ot sueh times become Aangerous to themselves snd the coumunity .
o exemplify this 1t might not be out of Plsee o say that, onmly a
few daye nn 8 broken-hearted mother of about 60 years brought her
son in to thie Department. He was Lut over 14 years of age snd
appeared s find little chap to telk s Tefined, gentle and had
eévery appesrsnce of being & normel hz. but the mother with tesrs in
her eyes informed me (whem the boy left my room) thet vhe wee so-
tuslly sfraid of the led as he had lmh:u such dsngervue tenden-
cles. without roasun known to her, the boy nurnuou:
break out inte vioclent fite of temper and would sttempt o do her
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bodily harm. He asppesred st such times as though he oculd met re-
frain from doing something desperate. It is mot for me to say what
is wrong with this Doy - thet is for & medicel men to determine.
1f, however, this boy had dune sny sericus imjury %o his mother mo
ome would surely elessify him &8 & crimimal. Nelither have we any
more right to regard of the orimes comamitted to-day an emanst-
ing from erim 8. This boy i# too 0ld for Trevancore snd not a
subjeot for en ssylum, end there is no institution under the
ghildren's welfare Dopartment in which he, or such cases, oould be
ettended %o.

yhilst there is every prospect of saccessful resulte at

fravencore, the sccommodation there eppears to x::tu limit ite
oseibilities. f(hat institution can now omnly room for 60 of

ose subnormal children, whigh is totally insdequate to cope with
sach & big problem. n‘nt. frevencore as at present is not even
large eno to relieve the Qhildren's wWelfsre Department of all
ite mentally defeetive cases, without taking into consideration
the hundreds of mentally defeective childrem in privgte homes and
outeside institutions.

But whilst Travencore is at leest doing something valu-
able in the direectiom of the young enildren, the even more serious
question presents itself - what is the State .ttunn., te do %
solve that moat urgent problem regerding the comtrol of subnormals
at the adolesoent stage? It is more snd more becoming recognised
that the csuses of or in numerous instences are not due %o
original elements im our midet. sSoeclety is suffering almost se
wuch from the irresponeible es the oriminal.

fhe nain causes of erime and evils that keep 80 many of
our people in a state of degradation sre frequently weakness in
intelleet rether then inherent bedness. (his cause would be more
in evidence were it not thet meny of these weak-minded people are
being gusrded from the consequences of their defeets. A% the
ege of 16 - or in some cases 20 - the Children's Welfare Department
ceapes to have oontrol over the olass of wards to whom I now refer.
They go out into the world end become & menage o socliety.

31 girise or yo women of this stemp beocome the prey
of men in seareh of suoh wesklings. The result is that illegitimate
ohildren sre brought inte the world, degenerates with no possible
¢hance of ever beooming useful members of socisty - ia short -
physiocal , moral and intellectual wreeks. In the majority of cases
these illegitimete ohildren are left for the state %o meintain, and
their unfortunate mothers go out into the world & only te later
on bring other sueh ehildrem %o She welfare Depar t %o take oare
of. 1 have knownsome of these wesk-minded girle to bring as many
a8 four illegitimsate childrem into the world and hemd them over

%o the care of the ghildren's welfare Departuent without the slight-
est shame and, in many instences, with en indifferemce that ome
nig‘l expect !'.l an animel, and not & humen being, were being perted
with - no sadness, no sympathy or affeotion and, in mest cases,

not even any evidence of maternal attachment.

This problem muet be faced - it is too dangercus snd
detrimental to the n-uuhto oont inue uncheoked. ,Already this
pepartment has the responeibility of meinteining aumbers of these il-
legitimate enildren snd, unlese legislative mesns be adopted %o
reatriot the liberties and limit the poseibilities of these wesk-
minded young women from felling vietime to unserupalous and lustfal
meles, 1 can foresee that, not slone these, but their off-spring
must beoome an ever inoreasing denger and expense o the state.

The time 1s, I em sure, overdue for the imtroduetion of remedisl
measures to attaok this ever-ineress mensoe to the sState and
Commonwealth, such as the eetabl ishment and support of institutions
for these helpless young women, legislative enaotments to seggregate



them from normel members of society snd, under conditioms dietated
by science, prohibit ineresses by Shose promounced unfit for the
duties of parenthood snd eitiszensnip.

It has often been seld « why not plaece these weak-minded
toys and girls in & Reformatory lanetitution? would this be fairy
I oen only repeat what I have often sald that, whilet good work
has undoubtedly been done by our Reformatory Institutions, 1 eon-
glder that in :Lmtmu this method of dealing with iol.tuunt
ehildren is quate. After a close study of these young people
I find that in & namber of cases they m.rtu indifferent %o, and
do not appear %o realise the seriousness s She wrongs they have
committed. This apears to indicate physiocal , intelleotual or
moral weskness, and these defeots are hlnnoi or traceable to, and
ssoentusted by, unfavourable home enviromment, defective parental
control, vicions company end sdverse industrisl conditionas.
In the interests of the Jommomwealth, it is quite elear that the
time hes arrived %o consider the edoption of more corrective, rather
than tive messures in many ocsses. A c¢lose examination must be
mede by brain and psyohologicel experte with the objeet of sounter-
utiu deformisy or weaknesses, intelleotually, morally sad physi-
eally.

BALNTENANCE, %90,
As the major portion of the expenditure of this Depart-
ment comes under the he of "jeintenance", it may be of interest

to show hereunder the position for the year 1952 sgainet the pre-
ceding four yesrse.-

!llll boarded %‘ Amount epent
9,904

1928 4,782 : £377,045
1929 4,689 10,244 584 ,875
1930 4,697 10,919 268,660
1931 4,414 10,178 339,098
1938 4,300 9,638 290,019

0f the totsl expenditure, vis., £290,019 for the past
year, £199,793 were spent in making psyments in the form of
State aid {o mothers who have the oare of their own ohildren.
9528 of these particular children were being paid for om 51/12/82.
bpuring the year 1584 applicat ions were mede in respect of 3375
ehildren, and safter these spplicetions were fully imvestigated,
sstistence was granted in the ocese of 2178, refused in cases,
while in the osse of 561 enildren the qpl{uﬂ.m were withdrawn.
No lese then 119 of these applications were made in the ocsse of 161
illegitimate ehildren. 78 of these spplications were approved,
represent 110 illegitimete childarem. 17 nnﬂl!lll ehildren,
wers refused, and 84, representing £9 il1egifinete ohildren, were
] awn.

Now I want to look further into the ressons that made it
necessary for plaeing these mew 2,178 ehildren on the sState.
215 epplications were gramted where husbands were inval ids in hos-
pitels, sanatoriume or mental hospitele. 549 were due to men having
deserted their wives. 275 were granted to widowe whose husbands
had died.. 149 were.necessitated through husbands having %o drew old
ege pensionms or imvelid ons end theredy having insufficient
mesns of ort for their families, wailet 141 were necessitated
tarough men ing been inemroerated. Some of the ocsnses for apply-
ing for state aid were no doubt justified, but im others it mast
be aimivted tue enuses were shemeful, end I now wish te ise this
by pointing out that the r of mothers receiving asssistance for
their own ebildren om 31/12/32 was 4,245 in respect of the 9,538
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ehildren alre mentioned, or en average of over 2 ehildrem per
fanily, smd 'l::’ positions ;'oguliu the fathere were se follows:-

1466 - husbands decessed.
12878 - deserted
969 - were in hospitals, sanatoriums, bemevolent
homes, ete.
146-were in geaols
3686 - drewing old age, iavalild or military pensions.

Thas it will be seen that out of 4240 mothers receiving
helyp for their ehildrem, the surprising total of 1424 - or more
then 3%) - sre due to husbands being in gaols or deserting Sheir
wives and ebildren. Agein, the aseistanee to the 1424 mothers,
representing over 5000 shildren, is ocosting the Sfate approxinate-
1y £60,000 Pess in State aid alonme, and is due to 1278 men not
merely deserting their wives, but contemptibly deserting their poer
innocent little ehildrem smd leaving them to sterve were it not
that the state esme %o their rescue; and 146 men have 80 lost all
gense of menhood, respect and loyalty to their wives amd omildren
that they are in gaols. gSurely it could never had been foreseen
when the Meintenanoe Aet wae placed on the Stetutes that it would
be 8o meanly taeken sdvantege of by S0 many men. Posalbly it will
be asked, is there nothing to reetify this position of affairsy I
thought at first that the industriel conditions mey in some measure
socount for same, but upom looking past records, I find that
the desertions last year were very little difforent in the average
t0 meny yeurs back. There appears %o be nothing left then than %o
make the penalty for desertion more severe.

In the ocase of illegitimate shildren we have to pay for,
I would like to here comment on what appears to be & weskness in
conneotion with the issue of werrsnts ageinst putative fathers of
illegitimate childrem. At the present time many magistrates will
not issue 2 warrant sgeinst a man unless there is corroborative
evidence that he, and he alone, wee on intimate terms with the mother
of the ehild., warrants sre refused if 1t be sdmitted or known that
more then one man was on intimete temms with the mother. Im such
cases it would appeer the Polioce Megistrate does not possess power
to make & maintenance order becmuse the blame cannot be fixed om one
partiocular individual. (Under such conditions these children then
become burdens on the State and the men responsible é¢scape. 1 have
heard of ceses in whieh men, desiring to be loyal to & compeanion,
actually declared they were on intimate terme with & girl as well as
the partieular man tho‘ztrl blamed. fhis wes done purely %o prevent
en order be ing mede pgeinet the aetual men respomsible.

The question, therefore, arises, is it falr the state
shoul d have to maintain these eohildremY | have often feolt the
Police Hegistrates in such cases might be empowered to issue warrants
snd meke orders against all the men who were un terms of int
with & girl end cach made %o pay @ proportion of the oost of mainten-

enoe of the ehild, instead of, as at present, thwowing the burdeam on
the state.

Although there were 2,178 new ohildren pleaced on the
State for the year 1932, it will be interest t0 learn that payments

for 2,818 ohil ceased dwring the yoar for the following reassoms:-
Children sattained the age of 14 years ) 946
Further sssistance not werranted see 987
Renewal of support by fathers cee b4d
Mothers re-merried e 83
Hothers left the state see 39
Nothers died ese 23

Childrén died ves v

e T ———




-1‘-

gode wards, geection 24, Children's welfare Aot .. 54
dade wards, seotion 46, Maintensnee Aot (mis-

conduet of mothers) .e 10
lede words, geotion 47, Maintenance Aet (death
of mothere) .e Fl

it 18 always our desire to see that the money pald in
the form of gtete aid is properly expended snd utilised for the
purpose of feeding snd clothing the ehildrem who are being paid
for. fhis, it must be sdmitted, is particularly diffiouls, es-
peocially where there are, as at present, 80 meny adult members of
femilies unemployed, but where we have any doubt thet a wesk
mother may not spend the money wisely snd for the speeific purpose
for which it is given, the cheques are each month semt %o our loeal
voluntary workers who purchase food and clothing for the enildrenm.

A case csme under my notice some little time baek in
whieh a mother wese receiving state sssistance for 4 ehildrem. It
was reported this mother eculd not be very much in need of 3tate
ald when she wes asble %o hire a publie and celebrate each
éhild's birthdey end invite bLetween 50 and 60 guests to eaoch party.
This certainly 414 not seem like & csse in which there was jJustifi-
cation for pay gtate aid, but upon investigstion I found that,
al tho invitations were sent for these friends %o attend, upon
errival at the hell each was required to puz 1/~ for sdmission.

The mother upon being interrogeted, was moet indignant at the idea
of ni."“.' that one of her ohildren was not worthy of, or em-
titled to, what she termed "a swell party” each year.

some months baek, very great prominence was given to the
faot that s ehild had died at our Royal Park Depot. I wes on
leave at the time, but upon returaning to duty locked very closely
inteo the csase and oould find neo just grounds for meany of the ex-
aggerated statements mede.

I just desire to sey here that it is our carnest deeire
end alm to treat those unfortunete mothers who have dealings with
the Department !nﬁutu. considerately and sympathetically, end
%0 do all that 1s possible for the welfare of the poor little
ehildren who oovme under our care. A8 a further evidence of this
it will, I feel sure, be very pleasing to many to leara that last
year, out of 1,191 ohildren whe were adaitted to our Royal Park
Dcpo‘ (snd these ohildren were in many respects frail, deformed,
siokly snd negleeted) there was only one desth at the Depet, and
this was due & csuse over which we hed no comtrel. Is this
not a very fine result and does 1t not reflest very great oredit
on the steff and indicete the special care snd sttention bestowed
on these ehildrem?

Speaking for 1f, sand 1 know my sentiments are but a
reflex of the officers of Departwent, it hes been end will con-
tinue to be, our stremuocus desire to personify the nsme of the
Department with two outstand objeets in view - loyalty to the
gtate and Juetioce to the 16,216 ehildren under our care. fo say
it would be impossible for mistakes to oecour would be to make a
superlatively egotistical statement. We deo, and shall continue
%o use our utmost endeavours %o obviate ssme, but if fsolated ad-
verse reports are mede asgainmst the muhu‘. 1 merely ssk that

we be not prejudged or oondemned until the correet particulsrs are
ascertained.

1 desire to express my profound regret st the decesse
of my predecessor, ur. Lowis lhomes. It is only necesesary to be
assooclated with the inmer workings of this Department to recognise
the splendid services thal gentlemen rendered the state as hesd
of the Children's welfare Department. Msy I express the deep
sympethy of the officers of the Department snd nyself %o Mrs. Thomas
and her family in their great and irrepsrsble loss.
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Iin oonolusion, I have agein to refer to the wonderful
help the mnn-:: regoived during the nﬂ ar from She poliece,
u{ eorresponden voluntary comaittees ie and seni-publie
offielads. I s Bay 1 ssy thst, but lor their loent
efforte in the grest osuse of onild welfere, it is e %o say the
worx snd exponditure of suls Jepartaent wonld have been cunsi
ebly multipliied. IThey, at lesst, have the consclation snd oom~
pensation of knowing that their efforte ere beling expended 12 o
ou::. seoond %0 nore im laportence to the Stete, Commonweslts snd
LBy .

It is also oy desire to express apyreciation of and

thanke %o ny steff for their lquv end sttention to the importent .

duties they perforged during the past year.
Yours feithfully,

T‘.' ! - ]--
Py oL = Y
- ¢ 1

1.!"'!!!0

the Hon. The Ohdel Jeoretary
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Parents poer, character

dead
unknown
drunkards
doubtful
deserted
in gaol

Father dead, mother good character

’ *  immoral
. ® in asylum
. * deserted
' * in sanatorium

Deserted mpther good character

. " invalid
' n doubtful
. . dead

® * in asylum

unknown, mother good character

. " in hospital
» - deserted

. " doubtful

" . mental

invalid, mother dead

" . good churacter

good character, mother dead
¢ . . deserted
e * . asylum

doubtful, mother good charactey

in geol, mother dead

® . good charscter
" L] m L]
. " deserted
drunkard, mother good character
. b dead
in asylum * e

in hoepital, mother dead
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Neglected
larceny

Ireak & enter
Trespase
Found wandering
¥iiful donege
Uncontrollable
Imoral ILife

Broke Probatien
Dwelling with drunkard
Sdeeping out
Illegally use
Unlewful possecsion
Obegens .xposure
50024 CoVela
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lLarceny

Break & enter
Illegal use
Insufficient means
Indecent language
¥ilful damage
Unlawfully on premises
Buggery

Asssult

Indecent behaviour
Dieorderly

Transfer from Gaol
Lareeny
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DEATHS _DURING 1932

Under 3. 2. B'%.. 0 W 2 %W Total
12 to to %o Lo to to te te ¢e
monthe 2 3 6 7 9 11 12 13 17
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1 1

1 ) ]

3 3

1 i 2

1 1

WA 3

1 1

1 1

1 1 2

1 1

1l 1 2

3 | 3 2

1 1

2 5131 5181 3 7 T A 22

.

3 died in .oster homes, 12 in Children's Hpspital, 2 st The Huven
1 at 5t, Vincent's Hospital, 1 at ¥Fairfield Hospital, 1 at CGeelohg
Mospital, 1 at Alfred Hospital, and 1 at Oirls Depot == Total 22,

.EIII!.I_I.L-Pf.ﬁh_

Colitie £ Acute Tyelitis b
Heart Failure 3 Gastro interitis 1
Meningitis 3 Tubercular
Meningitis i
Diabetoes &
Bronehial Pneumonia 1 'neumenia 2
Acute Nephritis 2 Tetanus i
Colitie & Nasal Diph. 1 Cerebral tumour 1
Diphtheria 2 ryelonephrosis 1




CHILURUEN UNNBHR 7THS CARE OF PRIVATE VPREROONS

manwm:mhmur DIVINION B8 CHILLMMN'S WILFARR ACY

1928, on 31.,12,32,

Name of Inntitution

Humbey

Helbourne Orphanage, Hrighten
Presbyterian and Soota Chureh Goclety
Vieterian Children's Add Coclety
T™he Dicesonn Missions, Chureh of England Nomes
for Children
Hethodist Tomes, OCaltonhan
narden Inetituts
Turwwed oya' Howne
Hethodiat Boym' lomen (Contml Nission Training Fara)
"resbyterian Oirlet Home, =Rlsternwiek
gt, Joseph's MYomo, Hwrroy 11ills
5:“.1::1“‘ ?m ( . A :
Min Boya' Hemo lhg#o Boyet llowe
Chureh of
(Aubwen and mum-;)
Eilmany Park Boys' lHome, Hale
Seaside Cardon !lome ftr ne:n. Hewhnven
Mre, Lyons, 1l Moore 0t,, ©
cm of Muﬂ Home, Clare don 5%,, East Melboume,
& 5%, Luke's Teddlers' lYome
8%, Agnea' lome for Oivis, czunny
8¢, Nicholns' NHome for loys
Conteal uission, 47 Lang 0t,, South Yarra
Jethodist Babies' NHome, Alexandes Avenus, Houth

Yarea,
“regbyterian Babies' Home, Landsdowme 6t.,
Rant Melhourne,

ghEgssabe 888

56
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Of the 239 children who came under supervision of
Part II of the Children's Velfare Act 1928 during the year ending
31.12.?-2; 51 were remo¥Wed by Parents, 51 became Btate wamis ( 31 boys -

20 girle), 20 reached the age of § years and g0 ceased to be under super-

vision, and 5 were adopted. Children under supervision, 112.
AGES OF CHILDREN .

WREKS MONTHS i YRARS.

>

o

ENE ENEK! 7 S N ) )
- e 3 13 - 36"%‘7—"
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The distribution of these children in registered
homes was as follows i«

63 Homes with one child,

w two children,
three childven,
four children,
five children,
eight children,
t.‘ ‘mur..

In registered homes where there are more than
four children boarded-out, the registered nurspes in charge of the homes
have suitable assistance, and the home is specially ritted to deal with
the numbeyr of children phud therein.

Ve have been very careful to aveid overcrowding,
and the homes are under regular and expert supervision.

Included in the Registered Homes are such
Institutions as Broadmeadows Foundling Home, "The Haven", Carlton Refuge
and the City Mission Home.

e

In almost all cases the nurses are attending the
various Baby Health Centres fortmnightly, apd in cases where no Baby Heal th
Centre ip situated, the Infants are seen fortnightly by the Medical
Officer of that district.

There were 34 new applications for Registration as
nurses under this Act during the year, and of these 8 were refused.

No deaths occurred during the year.

Many of the infants, when first boarded-out are
very delicate, and are at once placed in suitable registered homes, s0
that they may get expert nursing and regular medical attention.

/.
W &(@x"‘f
/

We received 7 applications for exemption during the
year, and after full enquiries into the circumstances all applications
were recommended and granted.

DE FA0T0 _ADOFTIONG.

91 notificagpions of such Adoptions were received
during the year.
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In accordance with the HSearetaxy's
instruotion the following infoymation 49 fuwniched 2»

The State is divided for purposce of
inspection into Dietricte and Sections. At present Shere are 50
Dhstricte and 17 Gecticne. The districts cover the metyopolitan ares
and the deotions ascount for the balance of the l(tate.

The practice is for the Inspectors, wit: the
aldd of the Departnental caw, 0 vieit § daye & weak, and, An conpany
wits lady Corvespondents, to 4o the Diotriote. Thio appides to the
dections aleo. Oaturday momning s fully occcupled in writing wp
differont cases inspected during the week.

From a rough average taken I find a dfetriet
takes some days beforehand to write up inepection books, and after the
inapoction So complote the written weports deponds on nutber of
homes in a district.

I have » etaff of 1Y Inspectors at present,
and X feel that I must mention that they have worked very hamd 4in She
lagt yoar to keep the inapection up to date.

The following i0 a idat of inspection of
ehildren = .

Section 37 Maintenance Aot 1928 W % 2378

Section 24 Childwen's "eifare Aet 1930 s
as

Boariodeout in foster DONES <o oos 3
Boardodeout in institutions an  saw an on
In Gervice NHomes e as  ese we o
vith ivens without cost bteo the Utate

l‘nhuu) e wae s ae
In Houwpital se ' s  sas Y es p X
Infant Idfe Frotection o ae wsan e as &
doptions s s as  ena T .n

Apart from the adbove inopections we have

visites also to Police Statdona, and I must mention what o great help
the poliee are to the Inspectors in thedr wosk, Glerk of Courta
Yolice Courts, Invalides Yension Office, Var Yensiona, Repatriation
Department, Solicitors and Insurance oflices on, Htate
Hoopitals, Bahy Health Contres, Dootors and Corrugpondenta.

Approzimately 17,152 vieitu, taken fyom
Inapesotors diaries, were nade.

69 oo Baldaved.
sue Dayleafom

. 1: m ses  Cantlenaing.
%
'3
i

feotion 1 ..
il «»
e

111
1; Earyborough
"o g il g
Vill .- aee Hamdlton.
ix ir ausw hmmz.
3£ o o8 v T
Ty Bendigo.
m I:. Lhepparton.

xlﬁ
A oee
AL <
£3ik
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HOMES CHILDREN
Section XV .. 95 214 ... Vangaratta.
" XVil .. 2 62 oo M'ﬂ.
" XVill .. 8 13 oo Healesville.
* XX s 2 eos . Korumburra.
. XX ., 163 0 s+ Bairnsdale.
EETROFOLIT AN ARE S
_ HOMES CHILDREN
pod YT g appe  gmgs,  Wow o
) § 2% Dandenong
- 8 1 Malvern i
27 480 Hawthorn 122 5
140 200 Newport 42 6
124 200 Altona 22
29 235 ¥illigmstown ‘2 8
112 432 Yarraville 1L 1
114 Yooteeray 262 407
Z; 180 Heidelberg 7 m
1 309 Box Hill
184 261 Flemington 106 1385
224 58 Bal 13 48“8
138 2% Collingwood 29
§2 505 North Melbourne 384
South Frankston bR 9
South Meldourne 3”32 282 Richmond g“
Brighton 170 East Brunswick 26
Camberwell 57 1;2 Vest Brunswick 179 3?3
‘Burwood az Greenvale
Kew 3 7‘2 Sunshine 6
Diamond Creek 28 Ringwood 2 1 g
Vhittlesea 4 5 Reservoir.
8t.Kilda 136 32;
Bpping 5

------ P W S G D S 0 A e
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From Serviee sesn
» ‘robation aee
*  Boardinge-out ses

Committed to Children's velfare e

Connitted S0 Reformato eee

Abesconding from institutions sae

Absoonding from boardingeout and service

Children's Courts « on remand ere

'-
%ﬂl under Cections of Child welfare
and Naintenance Acte.
Retumed by police as "ards of State.
Other institutions for despatoh %o i1
tervice.
Hospitale « and for Yedical treatment,

Discnarged from Depot to wvarious destinations 1= §96.
l‘nntmu o other institutions z’g

S

'™

Szel

* Refermatory
* Probation
* Berzvice 110
o * Boarding-out to Foster Homes 24

Absconding from Depot and escorts 23
To Courts and net returned - released to

rr::; and pubnlu of figoers « released

o
Disgharged « transferred to Hospitals = leave

to parents =« retumed te ® under

Sectione of Children's velfare and

laintenanee Aots. 12%

The total number of boye remaining resident at the Lepot at

the end of the year 1932 -
Senior » sae 20

Junior wee
Total oo

Zeniox Poys.

Inue to the reorganizsation of the previous year and the
avenues opened up for temnasfer to other lullatzm. the daily
the peak lubw
Rapid disposal of the o has been made poesible and in accord
the continuity of admissions and a econsequent revereion to conditions
of reception and lups% the average etay at the Depet of ench boy

average resident for the year was reduced %

being a peried of shout O days.,

The health of the boys was exoeptionally goed = serious

sickness bLeling entirely abeent,
dunior Roxgs

(9

(the M pumber
fous ar vis.

38’5

aceount of llninl. and mental disabilities,
ataffs

Following a reduetion of the male staff by 5 as a result of
the reorganisation of the previcus year a further reduction of the

Total number of boye adunitted and re-admnitted during the year
ending Decamber 3let, 1932, from all sources 701,

lhuh a rise of 557 compared with the
rise in average has been due
the mu' -u. mc vo‘ and held for prolonged periode

The dalily ann?t resident for the year in this Section was




male attendant staff by 1 was made possible by the lower ave
of Genlior Boyes resident, and & rearrang of the attendant's
leave, making a total reduction of 6 « or 4/3 of the original -
attendant staff of 1930,

Commendable activities Church and Sooilal parties and velfare
workers continue during the evenings at the Depot, and the
value of this ¥ sssistance and the sscrifice of the good
people concerned is highly appreciated,

Ivery effort has been made t¢ conform with the requirements of oo
vherever posnible in the use of fuel, light and t‘.m egquipment
::-::::?“ has been practicsd in the requisitions for non-essentisl

L1 I

(eigned) A, HAWENLYL,




SHILIREN'S VEILFPARE DEPARTIGET.
Girla' Depot,

The mnuq. \
dhjddren’s vslfaxe Dspartuents :
Dear 8ir,

Herewith is forwarded the Report of the Mediecal Officer of ,
the Children’s welfare Depot for the yoar ending Decembey 3let, 1932,

W-. adunitted 701 - llloh:uod &
@ . ﬂt -
Average number in the Depet i~ \
U —— %
The 230 children in the Depot Royal Park on 5.1.33 were
classified as followe g~

Hentally A, Thysieally A g
2 b. L ‘.

. '. " A.
“ B. . Be

of the children in the Depot 5.1.33.
Mbmaumcnmtaﬂ.ﬂm

“ ® 2 % » . = L
¢ sl es o we o
" :z.l « =8 » =

14
. sioal & mental defect 44
¢ other cuuses

Admissions to Mublie NHospitales frem the Depet as In-patiente e

L ] L
Guildren's lospital i

mit :
i

Helbourne .
Orthepedie & Frankaton

Deaths in Hospital Nid b |
L] L] m‘ L]

Admitted to Publiec Nospitals as Cutepatients i~

’ .
-l et Lol bl bt
o 2 |




Loe

Tetal sttendances to Out-patients for 1932 = 192,

Iensilleqtomy Rey's Riviaien Qirl's Division
A% M™atlieo Hospitale ]
At She Depot § g

Total at the Depot s~ 312,

in addition, anestheties for minor operations and dental
sxtractions nusbered aboutse J150.

YAlERAL RiSEASE

Discharged from lnnnut PP z
AMuitted to cone b
Attend ing aeee <4
Transferred to m-m.- 9%s Clinie 2

The treatment is carried out by Dv, Johnson of V.0, Clinile,
lonsdale "treet,; who, with his assistante attend the Depet once week
This consolidates the sork done here, with that undertaken at "Riddel '.
*“The Naven® and other places and prevides o continuity of tresatment
othervine unattainable.

Suring the year 122 children were subtmitted to ons or all of the
Binet, Morteus, and Healy ¥ental iffieil Teste, by the teaching
Gtaff of the Sehool under the direotion of My, Viek. ’racvtically all
were admissions or re-admissions from their own homes, fostershomes
or inetitutions during 1932, COnly those children admitted to the Depet
who manifented mental wardness oy belmviour problems and were of
school age were mubuitted for testing.

116 of these children are analysed as follows ge

A58 6 = 18 yearn. Beys  Sixis
sormal 14

s g &

AGS )4 _XeaXe and QY ERs

No¥mal 1 1

m 1 -

K i ¢

These children were disposed of as followas i+

A28 6 = )4 NSahs Baxs | Sixls Igtal
Institutions

Boarding-out
To Farente

Kow
Beuaining in Depet

BE vt
Ko wol
[ AR

!

&

]

i
| = ST S
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L,

- .

of those r teated children between 6 na u
Institutions, 19 were submorsmal (13 boys and 6
dull (14 boys and § giris).

Of the 11 over 14 years tested children who were sent to
Institutions, 9 were su boye.

l’m |

{8gd.)Ds N, EMBELTON, M.D.
Nedical Off loer.

SIE Do Ola JOXAL LALKs

The Hlllﬂll'!.

Dear Gir,

1 beg to submit the Annual Report of activities at the
Girls' Depet for the year ending Degember 3let,; 1932,

490 admitted to Depot.
discharged from Depot.

152 average nunber in
girls wers sent out service.
girls wore admitted to the Neformatory,
5 n.ru were transferred % other Reformatories, either
Riddell or Oakleigh Convent.

49 ohildren were admitted
i inepatiente.

to the various Nospitals as

chlildren attonded as out-patients.

caves of Chicken pex, 11 of lNeasles, 5 of Diphtheria
wore nureed at the Depoty alse & many casese
Bronohitis and Influensa and @ nusber of Chrenie

Complaints.
2 deaths occurred, 1 at Depot and 1 at the Children‘'s
Hospital,
The Notary Club provided the usual wonderful dinner on
Christuas Day for all the children, Doye and giris and etaff, -
The Jun Toy Yund sent uui”:uum sup of toye.
The various denominations gave the chi religlious ruction on

Sundays. Alese entertaioments have been provided during the year by mk
Brunswvick and Ascot Vale ‘ndeavorers. |

The Royal /utemobile Club gave the children the usual
enjoyable treat which was mush appreeiated,

x. !. nm.
(“‘1“1- ¥atrone




The Mrdug;
Children's "elfare Department,
ELROURNE,

Dear Girw,
H0.3 LNDUSTRLAL HOME, BAYGUATER.
The following ie & report on the year's work at ¥o.3 Home.

The year vas coumenced with boys, 43 being admitted and
42 uuhmul leaving boys in the Home on 3let December, 1932,

Admissions from ge
Situations she P
Children's Velfare Dept.
..‘2 m se 0 «ene
ﬁlylld as e eve

Discharged to i=
b ‘m aee oe e
¥o.l Heome Ty eas
*“M“ aee *as e
Children's Velfare Dept.
Situations ese sse

ffmors  htin
=

The boys have enjoyed very good health throughout the year and

their conduct has been good.
Yours ainc ’
(Il‘f I%o
Brigadier.

R D A8 U5 S s e P S O e e S O




SALYATION A QIRLA'. . NEME. . JAST KLY,

“ﬁﬁ:’-""& ifare Department
8 ve )
LLUIBOUREE.

Dear Giw,

I have thoe honor to submit my report on the work dene at the
above named Institution for the year ending December 1932.

There were 72 wards in the home at the end of the year
admitted and 21 digcharged, 17 of that nusber being returned $o
relatives or Foster Homes, or placed suitadly at service. Two died
and one is still in hospital. There was a slight epidemic of
Diphtheria during the winter, bdut all resovered.

On the whole the ehildren have improved much during the year
and are doing well at scheol.

The general tone and conduct are good.
!.Ifl fal »
Bgd) M.
an. ’

e 3 51 S 2% 4 o) SR A SD 0 S g e O

RALGWATER TGEORIALURY _SOHOOK (Sade) JO o) HOME.

The Secretary,
Children's Velfare Department,
BULDOURNE,

Dear Bir,

I beg teo present to you the repowyt of the year's work at Neo.l
Home, year ending December 3at, 1932.

The year was commonced with 61 boye, 59 being admitted and 66
discharged as follows te

To situations cee 22
Toe C.V. Dopts and
s o .

.. LE N ]
Admitted from C.¥. Dept.
FPentridge ess  wse

Zokad 43
The health of the boys has been very good, there were only

three cases for hospital, and ine ach instance they were returned
within & very short pervied.
The cenduct on the whole hag been good.

B -+ g

Brigndier.

17 were




SALVATION AWy GINLG® HOMX,
RIDDELL,
8. 4. 1933.

The Becretary,
Children'’s Welfare lepartment,
MALBOURNIE,

Dear Bir,

Ab your request we arve forwarding herewith our Annual Report
for the year 1932.

On let January, 1932, we had 45 girle, 10 were adnitted,
12 sent to sithations, & on probation, 2 transferred and 2 absconded.
Ve finished the year with 41 givis remalning in the Home.

The health of the girls, apart from Shat in connection with
the clinical wvork, has been exceptionally good. I am plensed o
say we have been successful in that braneh of our work, for which
we would like to thank Dr. Johmeon for his belp throughout the Fear.

The conduct of the girle, has on the vhole bean faly
satisfactory. Most of the service girls and those on probation
are doing well, and.we believe endenvouring to make good.

1 beg ¢ thank the Ufficers of the Department for theliy
kindness and gourtesy at sll times.

. fal thfully
(8gd) R. PRAFT,
Hatyron.
OIRLS' REFORMATORY,
O AKLRIOH.
The Hecretary
Children's "au‘m Departuent,
EELBOURNE.
Dear bir,

I have the honor to submit my Report for the year ending 1932.

The conduct in general has been satisfactory, one ward sent
to service, while another was allowed on probation ‘o mwother. 1
trust that each will profit by training received in the home.

The wards are encouraged to learn every branch of dumestic
art that will help them in thelr future lives.

Ve take this opportunity of exp to the Gecretary
and Officers of the Departument our heartful for their
unifom kindness and assistance at all times.

I have the honoy to'mt-nn. Sir,
oursg rvespeo
L.I!' SLIAABSTH OOLDING,

e e S SRR G U e - A
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.t ususl vieit to the Oakleigh Refomatomy
girls vas made today (20.11. and a8 on previous ocvcasions were [
¢l vory favorably by the healthful surroundings of the immates
as well as other arrangements calculated to promote their comfort.

Yo are glad to be able to repeat our fommer
favorable commonts on the health and good conduct of the inmates.

There are at present 172 girle in the inetitution
of whom 10 are wardas of the State.

(8gd) ZpYARD ©'DONNRLL,
THOMAS QUINN,
MARK SHEA,
:' nm'
M. MORNANE.

W S e W O O

The anntuz:
Children's Velfare Department,
MESHOUNNR.

Dear Bir,

nmm-!.tnm ar'es work I am pleased to say that good
?amh‘rnl by the f and there has been a good response
rom De

The health of mu{:mrmlm on the whole, seversl have
had their tonsils attended %o, and we had one case of pneumonia.

Thew hae been a marked improvement in their conduct and we have
haf only a few cases of absconding.

A new feature which lu’ Just been introduced is & woek at the
seaside at the Jalvation Ammy's camping grounde at Parkdale, this
property is quite clope to the beach and contains a lavge dum room
and kitohen, also three bunganlows and 14 large tents on frames.

The bays :iqu the sea bathing and esstle bullding and in the
grounds cricket other games were indulged in and every cvening we
had community singing, this proved o helpful to the boys that we have
decided to make 1t an annual outing.

During the season the boys have played oricket every Saturday
afterncon and we have had several visiting teams to play at the home.

In connection with cur home work we have a troop of &imn and
Chums, olp0 o Brass Band of 20 players,

Ve have had visite from the Rotary Club who gave up a Movie
entertainuent and the Y.M.C.A., Club gave a physical culture display. Ve
" have alpo had frequent visits from our leading Salvation Awmy Bands and
singing companies.

In connection with the School we have a Fife and Dyum Band which
is mzu good progress under the baton of their teachew, Myr. Munter.

voys at ains %‘a”ﬂ)%‘:m&w.f
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aix sed their merit. Ve have a splendid uipped dloyd
mghn are being taught this -.3. b -

Our ewinming pool has been a great boom to the boys and

during the year 14 have wor their Junior swimming certificates.
Horticulture is also being taught il the school.

The plans are out for connecting the Homes up with the deep
sewerage, in connection with this work some of the older buildi
have to be demolished and mew and up S0 date ones will replace

There were 155 boys in the heme on 31.12.1932.

Lrons fal thfully
ours
(8ga) w. Jowmaow,

perintendent.

The Georetary
Children's ﬁunn Departuent,
BELBOUNER,

Dear Sip,

The following ie the report for the No.2 Boys' Home for the
year ended December 3lat, 1933.

¥e commenced year with 63 iq..'a wore aduitted, 312
discharged, leaving boys at the end of year. The boys were
disocharged as follows i»

Situations .s

PFrobation P
Transferred tc other Homes

Absoonded e

The health of the smmmxz:u.uuw
feow occasions had the Medical Officer to be call for cases of
sicknese. There have been no deaths. The progress at the day school
has been very gratifying.

The conduct of the boys has been very good all through the

L

year.

A S O D SN G0 D G 8 G ARG O ST e 8

I have the honor te forwaxd my Report for the year ended 3let
Deceuber, 1932.

3 FERR RSN St Lo




The children attending school have mads faiy progress.
The giris oapable of being trained in culinayy matters have the
benefis of practical lessons in cookery, =nd facility is afforded for
self improvenent in useful domestic knowledge.

Our kind friends the members of Tattewrsall's Cludb gave
a un:htﬁl Sanga Claus Treat on Christmas Day which was greatly
apprecia .

The mexbers of the Automobile Club gave the 1ittle enes
an enjoyable Pieniec at Moones Vallaey.

During the holiday season they enjoyed various recrsati
outings such as visite to the Beach, Caxdens and 700.

We take this opportunity of thanking our gonsroun
tﬂulg. who have given pleasure to the childven by their visite and
presenta.

In concluding this brief imﬂ. pernit me, doar iy,
te express on behalf of the Sisters and mys moet nltoni
appreciation of your courtemy and that of your Departnental Gtarf,
during the year, and at all times.

I have tue honor, to remain, Sir,
Yours respectfully
(8gd) MAY B. DI s
Asting Provincial Superior.

The Secretary,
Children's "elfare Department,
ULSLBOURE,

Dear 8ir,

I beg to submit herewith my report of the Vards in this
Institution for the year 1932.

ﬂlmm. t Fo.present 1.1. e u
No.adnitted during the year

Ho.discharged during th;.ytg

No.present 31.12.32 .o U7

HBALZE : There was no serious &llness among the boys
during the year.

COHDUCE s= On the whole their conduct was excellent. Thore
were only & fow cases of abasconding, and these were
solely anonget boys newly admitted.

To the officers of the Department I desire to express my
sincere thanks for their unfailing courtesy and assistance.

Yours faithfully,
u‘) :Q !l . m.
‘ lnu‘d.

A S P S e e e
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TOTAL EXPENDITURE ON THE MAINTEN ANCE OF CHILDREN UNDER THE CRIMES

\@T, THE CHILDREN'S WELFARE ACT,

AND THE MAINTENANCE ACT DURING THE VAR 1932.

3.-1dren's Welfare Act | Average
nd Mailntenance Act Strength : I1TE o F E X P E N DI T UUJRE
Provisions |GLothing el and ores,Stock and‘IEEIEEI"‘“ETEHEBE?U‘EEE
Light Incidentals. ttendance ramlling
L |
|
pys' and Girls' v
geceiving Depots. 210 3,319:13:5| 281:0:0/974:10:11 1,003:12:6 179:1:11 | 85: 6: O 64: 9:2 | 887288:9 14,780: 2:8
sbotsford Industrial 71
f_+ool. ‘
parded-out and Service | 8482:1: 1 1210: 1:10 : 316
hildren TIOTAL, 3,319:13:5 110:11 [ 1,003:12:8 Bhb1:3: 0 1295: 7:10 123:12:8 8872:8:9
. COrimes Act .l
(Reformatory children) |
Dakleigh (Girle) 13 554:12:7 | 564:12:7
iddell " 41 29:1:2 26:10:0 1,896: 8:2 | 1,9%1:19:4
ayswater (Boys) 53 91:0:0 o\ 2,157:12:2 2,2;?:1%:%
jervice 3730:0 .
TOT AL 157:1:2 26:10:0 4,608:12:11 4,792: 4:1
ead Office 46: 6: 5 863:17:3 1074: 8: 1 | 194:18:10| 12673:1:2/421:4:6 15,273:16:3
8607:13:02369:15:11 :11: 6| 21545:9:11421:4:6 | 299, O4:11:2| 980, 682:13:9
SRAND TOTA 3,319:13:5| 1997:7:31020:17: 4 | 1,867: 9:9 7113:02369:15 358: y
l
DEDUCT
Amount received for maine-
|tenance of children. 7,563:10:1
|All other receipts. 233:13:10
' 7,797: 3:11

.l

A

cosT 1931

NET COST FOR 1932

e =t e e

BRAND TOTAL COST 1931

Including rations for staff at Girlsg' and Boys' Depots.

Including £2,139:17:2 for school requisiteas, £472:11:7

Inatitutions

for

£332,885: 9:10

£391,473:15:0

£382,967:12:0

for Correspondents! Visiting Expenses and £369:6:8 grants to

building o

urpoges.





